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¦ǎŜŦǳƭ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ 

 EMERGENCY AND HELP SERVICES   

Emergency No. (All Services) 999  

Non-Emergency  Police No. 101  

Non-Emergency Medical No. 111  

Samaritans 116 123  

Age Concern 0800 00 99 66 www.ageuk.org.uk  

Citizensô Advice  03444 889 623  

Somerset Community Connectðlocal care and 

services to help you choose the right care and 

support.  

 

www.somersetcommunityconnect.org.uk 

MEDICAL   

Langport Surgery 01458 250464 www.langportsurgery.co.uk 

North Curry Health Centre 01823 490505 www.northcurryhealthcentre.co.uk 

Musgrove Park Hospital 01823 333444 www.tsft.nhs.uk 

Yeovil District Hospital 01935 475122 www.yeovilhospital.co.uk 

SOMERSET COUNTY COUNCIL 0300 123 2224 www.somerset.gov.uk 

County Councillor - Mike Stanton 

                               Richard Wilkins 

07802 472160 

 

mike.stanton@somerset.gov.uk 

richard.wilkins@someset.gov.uk 

Highways and Travel  www.travelsomerset.gov.uk 

Rights of Way-Volunteer & Trails Officer 01823 358250 www.roam.somerset.gov.uk/roam/map 

Somerset Waste Partnership 01823 625700 www.somersetwaste.gov.uk 

District Councillor -    

PARISH COUNCIL   

Kate Beacham (Chair) 6 Ganges Close 01460 281414 

Laura Howard (Vice Chair) The Old Manse 01460 282911 

Robert (Rob) Wynn Meldon 01460 281288 

Bruce Ferguson Dr. Poolhayes Swell 01458 250138 

Dave Braddock  24 Ganges Close 07902 860648 

Christina Munday Cathanger Manor 01460 281589 

Jayne Parsons (Clerk) 

White Lias House, 
Turnhill Rd, High Ham 

TA10 9DF 

01458 253283 

E-Mail contact for all matters  fiveheadpc@gmail.com 

USEFUL CONTACTS     

Drama GroupðKevin Stevens  

                         Harry Price 

07794 226149 

01460 281573 

kevinmstevens11@gmail.com 

harryprice183@btinternet.com 

Playing Fields ð Frank Doggett 01460 281549  

Sue Atwell Shop 07930278600 sue.atwell@hotmail.co.uk 
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tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ                        Parish Council News 

 

As this issue reaches you, Somerset Council, our new Unitary Authority, will be 

live, aiming to make things simpler for residents, communities and businesses 

across our county.   

 

There will be lots of change in the months ahead as teams and services are combined to deliver the 

vision ï to build a fairer, greener, flourishing and resilient county. 

On 1 April, the introduction of 18 Local Community Networks (LCNs) will move forward to provide a 

strong connection between the new Council and its communities, encouraging engagement and 

development. Our Parish will be part of the Levels and Moors LCN, which will be one of the largest, 

covering eight council divisions with 16 councillors.  Its 33 parishes stretch from Curry Mallet to 

Langport, to Somerton, Aller, High Ham through to Westonzoyland.  It is proposed that the networks will 

meet six to eight times a year, with local groups taking things forward between meetings and 

management support for the networks will be introduced in summer 2023.  You can keep up-to-date with 

developments by reading the County Councillorsô Monthly Report on the Parish website and there is a 

dedicated LCN email for any enquiries (LCN@somerset.gov.uk). 

With the start of the Parish Councilôs new financial year, the focus will be on completing key 

maintenance projects, including repointing the remaining sections of St Martinôs Church walls and 

restoring the Pound.   

Following recent speed monitoring surveys carried out on the top road by the Police, which gathered 

evidence of speeding, our Councillors will also be looking at the options for traffic calming within the 

village, monitoring speed limits to support requests for more speed enforcement and possible reduction 

of speed limits.  The Council has some funds available from CIL payments from recent developments, 

which may be utilised to bring improvements to the community.  Suggestions for other possible 

improvement projects are welcomed ï please email them to fiveheadpc@gmail.com. 

May 2023 brings some special reasons to celebrate: 

¶ The Kingôs Coronation will take place on the first Saturday of May, with an extra bank holiday on 

Monday 8 May.  The Big Help Out will be launched that day.  This is a national campaign which 

aims to encourage people to lend a hand in their local area, bring communities together, and 

create a lasting volunteering legacy.  You can read more about our local volunteering with our 

Fivehead Fixers on page 5. 

¶  Somerset Day is on the second Saturday of May, when everyone is encouraged to celebrate this 

special year with our new Unitary Authority being recently launched, bringing new opportunities for 

the people of Somerset. 

We hope you enjoy the next few months as Spring arrives, hopefully bringing warmer and more settled 

weather. 

 

Best wishes 

 

Jayne Parsons Parish Clerk  Email: fiveheadpc@gmail.com 
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tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ - ƻǘƘŜǊ ƴŜǿǎ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ 

 News from the Fixers 

 

Fivehead Fixers are going from strength to strength and itôs becoming a great way to show how we all 

care for our community.  We currently have over thirty Fixers and the tasks are getting more varied and 

imaginative: 

 

¶ The year started with several organised litter picks for the ten ólitterô Fixers, with 

a special romantic Valentineôs Day litter pick from Fivehead to Isle Brewers, 

where we managed to pick up 8-9 bin bags of rubbish (in addition to the various 

litter picks that the gallant ten have done on their own in recent months.)  

¶ This was quickly followed by helping the Green Group to plant 200+ trees with 

Laura and Peter at Stowey Farm.  A great time was had by the twelve Fixers on the day.  We were 

also joined by Cllr Sarah Dyke (Environment portfolio holder) for the event.  Thanks to Laura and 

Peter for the copious tea and coffee, and especially the bacon baps! 

¶ A very cold day at the end of February saw eight Fixers finish removing the ivy from St Martinôs 

Church wall and clear the weeds and rubbish from the bottom of the 

roadside wall from the Crown Inn to the monument.  

¶ Langford Corner has had a spruce up by Isy, Gary and Carrie and it is 

now ready for me to continue planting up in April.  

¶ The Pound has had a major makeover with Beth and Len helping me to 

prepare the Pound for repairs and planting up with plants donated by 

local residents, hopefully in April. 

 

Donôt forgeté if you have any ideas for future Fixersô tasks or a task for the Big Help Out on 8 May, or 

you can offer skills or tools/equipment that we could utilise, please get in touch with me (Dave Braddock) 

at dave.fiveheadpc@gmail.com 

 

 

 Join the Big Lunch team 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to the small group of volunteers who are now taking forward arrangements for our community 

to join in with the nationwide Coronation Big Lunch on Sunday 7 May.  They will be very grateful for any 

help, on the days before and after, to set up and clear away.  Please email fiveheadpc@gmail.co.uk to be 

added to the list. 
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 ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ Iŀƭƭ ϧ tƭŀȅƛƴƎ CƛŜƭŘ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ 
The View from the Village Hall & Playing Field 

 Thank you to the volunteers becoming trustees of the new Village Hall 

and Playing Field committee.  Progress in merging into a new 

registered charity continues and we look forward to completion. 

We are very pleased to welcome Jeff and Jose Emler as our new joint 

secretaries and look forward to working with them for the foreseeable 

future. 

The Playing Field has installed a new 3 seater bench in the childrenôs play area, paid for by a bequest, for which we 

are most grateful.  We would also like to thank Michael Troutt for doing such an excellent job cutting our hedges.  

The marquee is, at present, under repair, after recent storm damage, which has led us to decide that any future 

private hirings, the hirer will be asked to insure it themselves. 

In the Village Hall a barn dance is being organised for 22
nd

 April plus a quiz night booked for the 2
nd

 June.   

We are looking forward to the Coronation Celebration at the beginning of May (details will be announced shortly). 

Elsewhere in this newsletter you will find details of Dave Allenôs Walking Football initiative for the over 55ôs on the 

Playing Fieldôs hard court ï friendly, good fun and not too strenuous.  Have a word with Dave on 01460 281674. 

Contacts:           

Chairpersons:                              Kevin Stevens 07794 226149 Frank Doggett 01460 281549 

Treasurer & Booking Clerk:                        Richard Hadfield 01460 281904 

 

The Stable Café 

Itôs always good to see The Stable community caf® full of people. Our aim is to be a blessing to our local area and 

weôre delighted to see so many people benefiting from the caf® space. On a few occasions recently all the tables 

have been full so if youôre planning to visit in a larger group (6+) itôs probably wise to phone in advance and book a 

table. Now that Spring is here the outdoor space will also be available. 

Weôre pleased that some recent problems with the coffee machine are now solved. A replacement brewing unit was 

needed and all is working well again. Weôve also invested in some extra freezer storage due to increasing demand 

for our yummy food. All costs are being met nicely with a small balance kept for any emergency needs (e.g. 

appliances, coffee machine, etc). Our tips have recently been going to the DEC Earthquake Appeal for Turkey and 

Syria via World Vision. Thank you for your generous donations. Any surplus funds are given away to both local and 

overseas causes each year. 

Our volunteers do a wonderful job serving the community. Thank you so much to you all. If you would like to join the 

team please pop in and speak to us. Whether you can spare a lot of time or only a little you would be a huge help to 

us. Thank you to everyone for your ongoing support. The Stable caf® is a great place to be! 

The Stable Opening Times Wednesdays 14:00 - 16:30 Thursdays 10:00 ï 16:30 (Post Office 13:15 ï 15:15) 

Fridays 10:00 ï 16:30 Saturdays 10:00 ï 13:00                                         Telephone: 01460 281060 
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CƛǾŜƘŜŀŘ wƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ ²ŀȅ 
Fivehead Footpaths Rambles  March 2023 

We are looking forward to spring and the lighter 

evenings with more daylight hours to be able to get 

out and about and enjoy the scenery. Our footpaths 

are a bit muddy from the winter rains so I suspect 

welly boots will be necessary for a bit longer on 

some of them. It would also be good to have some 

April showers which will keep those paths wet for 

longer. The last couple of years we have missed out 

on spring rains which can be annoying for us as 

humans, but the rain is good for all habitats at this 

time of year.  

 

Swell Copse has been tidied up by the landowner. Many 

dead trees have been removed and the brambles cleared. 

We have been assured by the farmer that native trees will 

be planted to supplement those that are left behind. The 

Forestry Commission are happy with this plan. Although 

this copse, which many of us know and love looks 

devastated this year, hopefully as spring develops, the 

growth of the plants that are left will help to heal the scars 

and when the new trees are planted it will eventually 

begin to provide a new habitat for wildlife. 

For those of you who have been out onto the footpath that 

runs north of the A378 on Mile Hill, the rotten steps by the 

new gate have been replaced. This walk, marked in green on the map, is a 

lengthy one with some hilly bits in places, but has magnificent views over 

West Sedgemoor and lots of birds to listen to and see.  

Hopefully you can enjoy some spring walks on our footpaths. Please contact 

me if you come across any problems on our paths. If you feel like 

volunteering to help keep the hedgerows trimmed and be part of our lively 

team please get in touch. My email address is 

marybraddock@btinternet.com  

. 

CƛǾŜƘŜŀŘ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ²ŀƭƪƛƴƎ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ɲ Stowey Road 
Hi Everyone         I am trying to re-launch Walking Football on the multi purpose pitch next door to the 

Village Hall. Anyone over 55 years old, Male or Female is eligible. No physical contact and no running. It 

is a fun way of improving fitness, activity, strength and to meet new people. 

Why not give it a try? Everyone welcome, just turn up on Tuesday 11th April at 11.00am. Bring yourself, 

any friends and hi vis vest if you have one. 

Contact David Allen: 01460 281674/david12249@btinternet.com 
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CƛǾŜƘŜŀŘ {ƘƻǊǘ aŀǘ .ƻǿƭǎ /ƭǳō 
Some changes have taken place within our Club recently. Heather Gorton, long-time Chair of this Club 

has stepped down from the role. Colin Gabbott, a long term bowls player has very kindly stepped up to 

take over this role.  

Thank you Heather, for everything you have done for the Club over the years. Your enthusiasm, your 

expertise and knowledge of the game and your welcoming personality have been invaluable to the 

continuation of the Club. As you step down, the Club is in an enviable position of having an injection of 

new members who are keen, join in weekly to enjoy a bit of banter, have some good exercise and meet 

the challenge that the game brings. We know Heather, you are still going to be a member, and we will 

continue to enjoy the expertise together with the banter that you bring. 

Thank you Colin, for offering to take over the role of Chair. The Club is so grateful to you for taking this 

on and, with your knowledge of bowls, we know we are in capable hands. 

For the time being we only have a waiting list for people to join as without further resources (and we are 

looking into this) we do not have the space to take on more members. Please contact me, Mary 

Braddock, Secretary of Fivehead Short Mat Bowls. For further information, 

 email marybraddock@btinternet.com  

SHORT MAT BOWLS 
CLUB 

 
 

MONDAY EVENINGS 
7.30PM 

 
MEMBERSHIP  

CURRENTLY FULL. 
 
 

CONTACT MARY BRADDOCK 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 

 

marybraddock@btinternet.com 
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With several trips sold out 2023 got off to a flying start. Remaining trips for 

2023 listed below. And we are now taking bookings for 2024 details of which 

can be found on the link below and include Wicked, Wizard of Oz & Death in 

Venice (Opera by Benjamin Britten WNO) 

 
 

 

Tues 11th July Strictly Ballroom Ã37/Ã52 

Thurs 3rd August 42nd Street Ã41/Ã51 

Tues 29th August Blood Brothers Ã48/Ã62 

Wed 27th September Charlie & The Chocolate Factory Ã62/Ã70 

Wed 1st November Pretty Woman Ã40/Ã63 

Wed 6th December Peter Pan Ã40 

CƛǾŜƘŜŀŘ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ /ƭǳō 
 

In case you havenôt heard, we are delighted to announce that the Fivehead Fellowship Club is up and 

running again and we have a full programme of fun activities, talks, walks and outings planned for 2023.  

We are a social club for the over 50s, aiming to promote broad friendship and interaction. Membership of 

this Tuesday Social Club is open to all residents of Fivehead, Swell and surrounding villages.     

Membership is only Ã7 for the remainder of 2023, so why not come and meet new friends and catch up 

with past acquaintances. 

Our óAt Homeô meetings are held in Fivehead Village Hall and if you live in Fivehead, we can arrange 

transport to and from your home should you need it. (Please contact David Allen on 01460 281674 for 

further information.) 

Talks on a wide range of subjects are given in Fivehead Village Hall at 2.30pm, which is open from 

2.15pm. Up until August 2023, meetings are monthly on the 4th Tuesday, whilst from September onwards 

they will be on the 2nd Tuesday. 

On Tuesday April 25th we will be heading to Wells for a guided tour of the magnificent Bishopôs Palace 

and gardens. Members will also be able to enjoy the shops or visit the splendid Cathedral if they wish. Car 

sharing will be arranged, leaving the Village Hall car park at 10-30 am.  

The following month, on Tuesday May 23rd, local wildlife expert Mary Braddock has organised a local 

walk, starting from the Hall. For those Members who donôt want to take part, there will be games in the 

Hall. (If the weather is not suitable for the walk, Mary will give a talk on the wilds of the Scottish           

Highlands.) A cream tea will round off the meeting. 

Finally, our popular Mystery Tour is back for September, so consider booking your seat early. A full    

programme of events for the year is available when you join. 

For further information please contact:  Margaret Knox: 01460 281341  

   or Sue Hancox: sec.fiveheadfellowshipclub@outlook.com 
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St Martinôs Fivehead 

  

 

 Churchwarden 
Trish Allen      Tel: 01460 281674 

  
 
 
 

Rector: 
Revd. Scott Patterson 
Tel:  01458 251375 

  
  

  

 

St Catherineôs Swell 

  
 

 Churchwarden 
Anna Rees   Tel: 01458 253067 

Scottôs Spot – Easter 2023      Beginnings from endings 
 

As you receive your Community Matters this month, Holy week and Easter will be just around the corner. 

Once again the events that brought Jesus to the Good Friday cross will be remembered and reflected upon 

in churches across the globe. Then on Easter Day sober reflections will give way to celebration with 

Christians boldly proclaiming: ñAlleluia Christ is risen, He is risen indeed, Alleluia!ò 

I wonder what you make of Bible passages that tell of Christôs resurrection. If you know them then youôll be 

aware of a breathless quality. Amongst the Gospels we encounter confusion, doubt, disbelief and shock. I 

think this is understandable. None of it was within normal human experience; the events the disciples were 

dealing with were unique. For me then, degrees of confusion only add to my confidence that the events 

really happened. They read like real people experiencing strange things; accounts that therefore have the 

ring of truth. 

John chapter 20 verses 11-16 is one such account. Mary Magdalene stands beside Jesusô tomb weeping. 

She peers in and sees two angelic figures where Jesusô body had been, and they ask her why she is crying. 

Expressing her fear that Jesusô body has been removed, she turns to find Jesus standing there. Strangely 

though she doesnôt recognise him, imagining instead that he is the gardener. It isnôt until Jesus calls her 

name that she spins around in recognition calling out in Hebrew: ñRabbouni!ò (which means óTeacherô). 

It is one of those puzzling questions. How is it that, having been told earlier that Jesus is risen, and then 

seeing him face to face, she doesnôt realise who he is? But is that so strange? Sheôd watched as he died on 

the cross, sheôd seen him carried lifeless into the tomb, sheôd witnessed the stone being rolled across, and, 

understandably, she was convinced that it was all over. Anyone who has faced the apparent finality of death 

of a loved one will understand those feelings. 

Yet slowly the truth dawned. From that ending had come a new beginning, a beginning not just for Jesus but 

for anyone. The joy, hope, purpose and love that had been buried in that tomb, came bursting back to life. 

The future that had seemed so empty was suddenly full of promise again. That is part of what the 

resurrection means. It does not only speak of life beyond the grave, it also assures us that from what looks 

like the bleakest of endings, God is able to bring new beginnings beyond our wildest dreams.  

Are there areas in your life where you have given up believing in the possibility of starting afresh? Jesusô 

Easter morning resurrection shows us that he can make óall things newô (Revelation 21:5). Perhaps heôs 

the One youôve been looking for?                       

  With prayer this Easter season and beyond.                                             Revôd Scott. 
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¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ .ŜƴŜŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ /ǳǊǊȅ wƛǾŜƭΣ CƛǾŜƘŜŀŘ ϧ {ǿŜƭƭ 

Welcome to our Benefice. Here are the planned services for the months ahead.   If you would like to 

receive the latest Benefice news, information, prayers, recent talks and other helpful material, then,  

to be added to the Benefice email list, please contact the Rector Revd. Scott Patterson at: 

scottr.patterson@btinternet.com 

BCP = Book of Common Prayer, CW = Common Worship, UB = United Benefice  

  

  

  

  

  Planned Services for April:  

Sunday 2nd (Palm Sunday)   
 10.00am United Benefice All Age Communion Service Fivehead 
Monday 3rd )8.30 pm Short, meditative Holy Week services of Night Prayer  
Tuesday 4th )Please note these are on line services that will be held via Zoom  

Wednesday 5th )the link is available from the above email address  

Thursday 6th ( Maunday Thursday)  
 7.00pm óThe Last Supperô                  Remembering the events of  

 Maunday Thursday evening                                       URC Chapel Curry Rivel 
Friday 7th (Good Friday)  

 2.00 - 3.00pm The hour of the cross Curry Rivel 

 6.00pm Compline Swell 
Saturday 8th New! 10.00am - 12.30pm - Easter Family Coffee, Crafts & Hot   

 Cross Buns in the Old School, Room Curry Rivel 
Sunday 9th (Easter Day)  

 8.00am Prayer Book (BCP) Easter Communion Swell 

 9.30am Family Easter Communion Service Fivehead 
 11.00am Family Easter Communion Service Curry Rivel 

Sunday 16th 9.30am A United Benefice Service of Holy Communion (CW) Fivehead 

Thursday 20th 10.00am Prayer Book Communion in the Old School Room Curry Rivel 

Sunday 23rd 9.30am A service of Morning Worship Fivehead 
 11.00am All Age Family & Friends Service + refreshments Curry Rivel 

 12.15pm said Communion Service (CW) Curry Rivel 

Saturday 29th    

                      3.30 to 5.30pm in the Old School Room Curry Rivel 

Sunday 30th                       9.30am Parish Communion (CW) Fivehead 

 11.00am A Service of Morning Worship + Kids Church Curry Rivel 

 6.00pm Prayer Book Evensong (BCP) Swell 
  Services for May:  

Thursday 4th 10.00am Prayer Book Communion in the Old School Room Curry Rivel 
Friday 5th 1.15pm óCoronation Playô School Church & community together  
 enacting tomorrowôs Coronation + Cream Teas !! Curry Rivel 
Sunday 7th 10.00am All Age Family & Friends Service + refreshments Fivehead 

 11.00am said Communion Service (CW) Fivehead 
 6.00pm Evensong Prayer (CW) Curry Rivel 
Sunday 14th 9,30am (BCP) Prayer Book Communion Service Swell 

 11.00am Parish Communion Service (CW) + Kids Church Curry Rivel 
Thursday 18th (Ascension Day)  
 10.00am Prayer Book Communion in the Old School Room Curry Rival 
Saturday 20th    
                        3.30 to 5.30pm in the Old School Room Curry Rivel 
Sunday 21st (Rogation Walk Day) 9.15am Bacon baps coffee & introduction Fivehead 
 Walk to St Catherineôs Swell to arrive 10.45am prayer, praise & Swell 
 Communion. Walk to St Andrewôs to arrive 1.00pm final hymn &  
 closing prayer + bring & share lunch in the Old School Room Curry Rivel 
Sunday 28th (Pentacost Sunday)  
       10,00am United Benefice All Age Communion + Kids Church Curry Rivel 
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Scientists have found that the UKôs flying insect population, which includes most 

pollinators has declined as much as 60% in the last 20 years as the invertebrates 

are affected by rising temperatures, fragmented habitats and overuse of pesticides 

which is staggering and worrying. I can remember the insect splatter on 

windscreens and number plates a few years ago when I cleaned the car. It is 

hardly noticeable nowadays. 

  

While the declines are dramatic, slight changes to our homes and gardens can play a significant part in 

helping out. The easiest way to help our pollinators is to lessen the amount of chemicals we spray around 

the garden, if we need to use them, then spray later in the evening when most of the insects have gone to 

bed. 

 Gone are the days where we can all have wildlife meadows (on my Wishlist) or 

large areas we can leave alone for Nature. If you have the space, then go for it as 

they are a fantastic resource for insects. Most of us donôt have that space but we 

all can have a flowerbed for pollinators which looks good. If you do not have or are 

not inclined to have a pollinator bed, even tubs, pots or a hanging basket will be 

beneficial. If a majority of gardens in Fivehead and Swell had either a flower bed 

or a couple of pots, this would all add up on a smaller landscape scale. If you are 

able, create a wildlife garden like Carolineôs.  

Just choose plants with open, easy access flowers (single), not hybrids which seem to have had the 

pollen bred out of them. Plant a variety of different flower shapes and choose plants known to be good for 

pollinators. Select plants with different flowering times to give a good flowering season from early Spring 

to Autumn. You donôt need to plant native plants as these can look boring or out of place in a flower bed. 

Donôt forget to plant flowers that give off scent in the evenings, there are several moths, like the 

Hummingbird hawkmoth that like these flowers and are great pollinators as well. 

If you visit Roger and Greenshutters, not are you only helping a local business, but you will find plenty of 

plants suitable for this. It is made easier by the fact that the labels say bee friendly, good for pollinators, 

good for butterflies or combinations of these words. If you are not sure then turn up late morning or early 

afternoon on a warm sunny Spring Day, if you see bees or butterflies on a flowering plant, then buy it as 

you will then know it is suitable. Another source of plants will be Gordonôs annual plant sale in May. 

If you want to see how easy it is to do, check out Langford Corner, The Pound on Butcherôs Hill and the 

new wildlife bed in the Baptist Churchôs caf® garden (while having cake and coffee.) All the plants are 

pollinator friendly. If you want a list of plants suitable for gardens, pots and tubs then email me at 

dave.fiveheadpc@gmail.com and I can send you a suggested list. 

CƛǾŜƘŜŀŘ bŀǘǳǊŜǿŀǘŎƘ           Dave Braddock 

tƻǎǘ hŶŎŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀǘ CƛǾŜƘŜŀŘ 

Our regular Post Office service is held at the back of The Stable Café, which is part of the Baptist 

Church. Every Thursday 1.15pm - 3.15pm. 

All services provided except for Foreign Travel Transactions and some licences such as those required 

for fishing. 

Itôs a great resource and saves driving somewhere else. Come and give it a try! 
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ôCaring, Curious and Confidentõ éé..  

                     ôHealthy trees bearing good fruitõ ð Matthew 7 v 17 é 

 What a busy time we have had at Curry Rivel Church of England Primary School, with World Book Day, Year 2 

Parent/Carer SATs information evening, science week activities for all, PTA Motherôs Day pop-up shop, Parent 

Family Support Adviser Coffee Morning and an inter-school cross country competition. In Collective Worship, we 

have been learning about óHoly Weekô and the link between the death of Jesus and forgiveness. Whatever our 

beliefs, forgiveness is so powerful. Teaching our children to forgive can be a hard task that we face as adults, but 

forgiving and asking for forgiveness are the keys to finding happiness and inner peace. They are also the perfect 

combination to achieve healthy relationships and friendships.   

 World Book Day: As part of World Book Day, we were promoting reading for pleasure - especially around 

bedtime. We invited children to wear pyjamas, onesies or oversized hoodies. We participated in live events by the 

Literacy Trust and to promote the children's awareness of a range of authors and also how to choose a book.  Here 

is what the children said:  

       ñ I loved coming in pyjamas and it was relaxing. I learned that Roald Dahl used to be in the air force and he had 

an air crash in Africa.ò Oakley, Year 4  

ñWe read óWeôre going on a bear huntô and I liked the bit where they went through the mud.ò Sonny, Year 1  

Science Week Report from Mrs Van Cole (Science Leader): This was a super scientific week! Children have all 

enjoyed live lessons from the National Farming Union and answered questions such as 'How are sheep connected 

with seaweed?' and 'How are tractors connected to space?'. Investigations with the theme of 'connections' have 

been taking place all across the school, and there has been a buzz in the classrooms as we all worked 

scientifically. Here is what the children thought:  

 Pippin: óI loved doing an experiment using skittles to melt and dissolve. We learnt that tractor wheels are bigger 

than people and they connect to space!ô  

 Maigold: óI really enjoyed the live tractor show and it was fun to do the germs on bread experiment.ô  

 Gala: óI loved putting yeast in a bottle and watching the balloon expand.ô  

 Camelot: óIt was really fun to learn how sheep are connected to seaweed!  We may want to become forensic 

scientists when we are older as we learnt how to take and look at finger prints!ô  

 Discovery: óWe really enjoyed the experiments especially the sock bubble maker.ô  

 Blenheim: óWe enjoyed learning about how sheep were linked to seaweed. We liked the live lesson.ô  

The school has funded a new set of roll bars for the bark area. This project was in response to School Council 

feedback on how to improve our playtimes.  

The School PTA has been leading on so many fun activities and fund-raising ideas this term, including providing 

bacon rolls in the morning, setting up a pop-up Mother's day stall, organising and selling pre-loved uniform and 

launching a reading challenge. We have Easter bingo to look forward to as well! 

We are raising money for ShelterBox (For Syria and Turkey) during Lent, and we look forward to our special Easter 

Service next week at St Andrew's Church. To share the ethos and sense of family which exists in our school please 

come and visit, and for those of you who don't know us yet please be assured that a warm welcome awaits you. We 

are proud of our school and both children and staff enjoy sharing óour schoolô with visitors and friends.              

 

 

Mrs Ali Pook (Head Teacher)                       01458 251404 

 



 

15 

.ŀǇǝǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ               www.fiveheadbaptist.co.uk 

 

                         Rev. Matthew Cottingham                                                                

 

                                                                                                    Thoughts from The Manse 

Fivehead Baptist Church – Easter Reflections 

Meals bring people together. Before his death on the cross Jesus shared a meal with his disciples in 

which he gave them bread and wine as a symbol of his life. His life was a life given for the good of others 

just as food and drink might be given to the hungry and thirsty. 

In Matthewôs Gospel Jesus tells them: ñI will not drink of this fruit of the vine again until that day I drink it 

anew with you in my Fatherôs kingdom.ò In one sense this was a final drink with friends before his 

crucifixion, but in another sense it was the beginning of a whole new shared experience for them all. There 

would be more to share. Their life together would not end. Jesus would rise from the dead to continue his 

journey with them into new things. In the same way no óendingô in our own lives can separate us from the 

ongoing love of God. 

The meal Jesus gave continues to be shared today in churches all over the world. Everyone is invited to 

come and join God at his table and experience his ónew chaptersô in their own lives. These new chapters 

are written for us and with us as God leads us into the goodness of his future. It is a future marked not by 

the violence, anxiety, and greed we too often see around us. It is a future shaped by the love and hope 

which Jesus displayed in his death and resurrection. 

Jesus did all of this so that we can follow him into a better kind of world, shaped by a better kind of living. 

Not a life where we try to outdo each other, but a life where we share lifeôs sorrows and joys together 

around a table. We pass the bread and wine so to speak. We carry each otherôs burdens. We give and 

receive, in reflection of the greatest of all givers ï God himself. 

May we all experience Godôs ónew chaptersô in our lives as our Easter celebrations remind us that Christ is 

risen from the dead. 

Happy Easter! 

Rev. Matthew Cottington. 

 

Easter Events at Fivehead Baptist Church 

ǒ Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service - Thursday 6th April 6:30pm 

Tenebrae is a shared meal where the Easter Story is told in a different way. "Tenebrae" is a Latin word 

meaning "darkness." We will have a meal together (provided by the church). After this the Tenebrae 

Service will begin, including readings, stories and activities. In between each section (9 in all) candles are 

extinguished until we end in darkness before the final act and song. There is no charge but spaces are 

limited so tickets are needed for numbers. Tickets are available from the Church or The Stable. 

ǒ Easter Sunday Service ï 10:30am 
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Where local people recommend  

good quality and  trustworthy businesses 

 
Get your job done right, first time. 

Avoid cowboys and rogue traders 

Not online? 

Call Nick: 01823 218222 

For your free printed guide 

V]pp·®]rz« 
Professional Dog Grooming 

(Including Mobile) 

 

 

 

 

 

for all sorts of dogs 
from nails, bathing, clipping 

to full grooming 

by qualified dog groomer 

Call Helen on 07802 365527 or 

01460 281534 

 

Email: helen.lightflight@gmail.com 

Driffield House, Fivehead TA3 6PX 
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‘your local wine merchant’ 

 

Vine Wine is based in Fivehead and is run and owned by Paddy 
Magill, who has over 30 years in the trade. They have wines from 

all corners of the world and for everyoneôs budgets. They can 
supply free glass loan for parties and weddings etc and will 

supply all wines on a sale or return basis. 

 

To find out more, please call Paddy on 07768 795 904 or e-mail 
him on 

paddy.magill@vine-wine.co.uk  

To see their full list of wines go to www.vine-wine.co.uk 

 Baptist Church 

Contact Lunches 

For those living alone a 

chance to get out and 

meet others 

Third Tuesday each 

month in the Baptist 

Church Hall 

2 course lunch £4 

To book contact 

KAREN 

01460 258942 

or 

karenburn79@gmail.com 

 

St Martinôs 

Bellringers 

 

Every Monday 6.00 pm 

At the Church 

 

Contact Details 

 

linda.elphick160@btinternet.com 

Cƻƭƪ ϧ !ŎŎƻǳǎǘƛŎ aǳǎƛŎ bƛƎƘǘτ/Ǌƻǿƴ Lƴƴ   
Future Bookings                                                                                                                                                        

The following excellent acts have been booked for 2023 

April 8 - The Merchant Men (Sea Shanties)                       May 13 - Jan Vaisey & Ian Harvey 

June 10 - The Peekies (Chris Fry & Christina Snell          July 8 - Si Barron 

August - NO MEETING                                                         September 9 Katie Grace Harris 

October 14 - James Slater & Andy Danford                       November 11 - David Mitchell 

Thatôs a lot of fabulous music to look forward to at The Crown in 2023 

 

For more information contact Laurie Burn  laurieguitars@gmail.com  07854 750545 

To contact The Crown Inn phone 01460 281322 

www.laurieguitars.co.uk 



 

18 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

              

 

{ǳŜ !ǘǿŜƭƭ {ƻƊ CǳǊƴƛǎƘƛƴƎǎ 

/ƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ DƛƊǿŀǊŜ 

±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ {ƘƻǇ 

Bespoke Curtains, Blinds, Cushions 

Wide Range of Quality Fabrics 

Giftware for all occasions 

Milk, Bread, Groceries, Fruit & Vegetables 

Cheese, Cream, Eggs 

Open 8.30 am – 5.00 pm.   Monday – Friday 

8.30 am – 1.00 pm – Saturday 

At Fivehead Service Station    Telephone 07930278600    

 

 
Village Hall 

Saturday 

22nd April 

Barn Dance 

 

Come and enjoy the fun 

and 

Good company 

At an evening of dancing  

& Music 

 

The Village Shop 

Get ready for Easter order 

your fresh  

Hot Cross Buns 

At the shop and at the same 

time pick up your 

Easter Biscuits 

Along with anything else you 

might need to enjoy the   

Easter holiday 

 

 

 

 

 

Bouquets, seasonal wreaths and garlands, funeral tributes, floral installations, 

weekly house flowers, weddings from bijou gatherings to grand celebrations.  

Home based florist in Higher Swell, Fivehead. All floristry work is achieved with 

sustainable and eco-friendly methods, no single use plastics or use of floral foam.  

Free local delivery. 

07779799978 

kelly@thewillowblossomflorist.co.uk 

Do you have a     

favourite recipe 

you would like to 

share with the 

readers? 

 

If so why not send it to 

the Editor at 

 

harryprice183@btinternet.com 

Main or dessert  

any style of cuisine 

DO YOU KNOW WHO YOU ARE  

& WHERE YOUõRE FROM? 

LET ME HELP YOU DISCOVER THE PAST  

& BRING YOUR FAMILY TO LIFE  

FAMILY TREES & HISTORY - STARTING FROM £75  

Please contact David Green for more details:  

Meadow House, Ganges Close, Fivehead  

07703 699377      dcg @blueyonder.co.uk  



 

19 

Fivehead Drama Group 
  

Informal get-together 

Last Tuesday 

Of The  

Month 

  

7.30pm 

at 

The Crown Inn 

  

All welcome 

Next meeting 

TUESDAY 25th April 

  

 

Post Office Services 

 

available at 

 

The Stable 

on 

Thursdays 

 

 

  

Fivehead Fellowship Club 

Tuesday, April 25th 2023 Visit 

Wells & The Bishopôs Palace 

Car share - leaving Fivehead Vil-

lage Hall at 10-30 AM 

Entrance to Palace and Gardens 

inc. guided tour - £8.75 

Contact Margaret Knox: 01460 

281341  

or Sue Hancox: Secretary 

fiveheadfellowshipclub@outlook.com 
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The £2 Bus Fare Extended Until The End Of June  

The Somerset Bus Partnership has welcomed the Government's decision to provide an additional Ã75 

million. This will enable bus operators to continue to cap their single adult bus fares at Ã2. The Ã2 flat fare 

introduced in January is now set to continue through to the end of June. Bus users in Somerset will be 

able to continue to travel on most bus routes in the county and beyond for just Ã2. 

Itôs worth remembering that this initiative applies to cross-boundary services, which means you can travel 

for example from Yeovil to Taunton or Chard to Taunton for just Ã2. 

Itôs hoped this will persuade even more people to travel by bus, whether thatôs for work, education, 

shopping or medical treatments. Millions of people across England will be saving money just at a time 

when many households are suffering from the rising cost of living. 

The 13 operators involved in the scheme are: ATWEST, Bakers Dolphin, Community Transport (South 

West) Ltd, Dartline, Faresaver Buses, First South West (Buses of Somerset), First West of England, 

Hatch Green Coaches, FromeBus, Libra Travel, Mendip Community Transport, Somerset County Council 

and South West Coaches. For more information on this scheme: https://www.travelsomerset.co.uk/busit. 

Somerset County Council and the Somerset Bus Partnership have launched the óBUS ITô campaign to 

promote bus travel. 

Somerset Bus Partnershipôs Co-Chair, Peter Travis, said, ñBus usage had declined in Somerset during the 

previous decade, and even more so during the pandemic. So initiatives like the Ã2 flat fare are needed to 

boost passenger levels. Encouraging people to choose buses over cars is really important because it also 

helps reduce our carbon emissions. Transport accounts for nearly half of our carbon emissions in 

Somerset. Somerset Bus Partnership will therefore be continuing to work with Somerset County Council 

to encourage greater bus usage.ò  

Help Needed 

Somerset Bus Partnership is a voluntary organisation formed some 2 years ago. It now has 150 bus 

champions and works with 125 Parish Councils across Somerset. It ensures the views of bus users are 

heard on what they need from bus services in our County ... which means people can get to where they 

want to é when they want to é and the journey is reliable, comfortable and affordable. Key to the journey 

experience is easy access to bus information, improved bus stops and bus stations, and bus services that 

integrate with rail.   

We are looking to expand the work of Somerset Bus Partnership over the next 12 months. However, we 

need more resource to help us do this. 

Can you spare an hour a month to help? We could do with some assistance with our membership and 

administration. Or do you have a background in Planning, Traffic Management or Public Transport? Or 

have fundraising experience and could help with submitting fundraising plans? 

If you can help please get in contact: somersetbuspartnership@gmail.com  

http://www.somersetbuspartnership.co.uk/ https://www.facebook.com/Somerset-Bus-Partnership-105704811629827 

Peter Travis                                          Co-Chair Somerset bus Partnership 

  

Come and celebrate His Majestyôs Coronation on Sunday 7
th
 May 2023 at Fivehead Village Hall.  

Dress to impress and pack a picnic. Invitations to followé 
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CƻƻŘ ϧ 5Ǌƛƴƪ 
Gigot de Pre-Sale, Farci 

(Stuffed Shoulder of Lamb) 

Ingredients 

 

 

Method 

Lay the lamb, skin side down, on a board. Slice 1 garlic clove and crush the other. Put half the 

broken rosemary sprigs in a roasting pan. Put the crushed garlic, chopped herbs, shallots, 

ginger and salt & pepper to taste in a bowl and mix well. Spread over the lamb and roll up, 

enclosing the stuffing completely. Secure with string. Make small incisions in the surface of the 

lamb and insert the garlic slices. Lay the remaining rosemary on top. 

Cook in a preheated moderate oven, 180°C (350°F) Gas mark 4, for 1 İ hours; the meat should 

be pink inside. Serve with sauteed potatoes tossed in parsley 

Serves 6-8 

3lb Boned shoulder of Lamb 1 Tablespoon of chopped Thyme 

2 Cloves of Garlic 2 Teaspoons of Chopped Rosemary 

Large Rosemary Sprigs in pieces 4 Shallots, finely Chopped 

2 Teaspoons of Chopped Sage ı Teaspoon Ground Ginger 

8 Tablespoons of Chopped Parsley Salt & Pepper 

 
 

 Wine of the Month  

Selection by Paddy Magill  Vine Wine 

This beautiful lamb dish is asking for a wine with a bit of depth & structure I therefore highly recommend 

Cote du Rhone óLes Coteauxô Boutinot. France 

£10.90 a bottle 

Fivehead price 

£9.75 a bottle 
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Editorôs Note 

At some stage I will need to give up the 
editorship of your magazine.              

(Not immediately) 

If anybody would be interested in taking 
on the role, say in the next couple of 
years, let me know and we can arrange 
to meet discuss what the role entails and 
assist in future issues to work alongside 

to see what needs to be done. 

  

 

Andy Graham 
Heating Engineer 

Gas Safe ό[tD ϧ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ Dŀǎύ & OFTEC registered 

όōƻƛƭŜǊǎ ϧ !D!ǎύ 

 

Friendly. Local. Reliable. 

Boiler installations, servicing & repairs.  

General plumbing. 

 

07812 044703  andy@grahamheating.co.uk 

Ilminster Chiropractic  

& Wellbeing 
 

Registered Practitioners in      
Chiropractic, Sports Massage     

& Foot Health Care 

Tel: 01460 54552 

www.ilminsterwellbeing.co.uk 

Bawden Cleaning Services Ltd 
§ Window Cleaning Inside & Out 
§ Gutters, Fascias, Soffits, Downpipes 
§ Conservatories  Roofs 
§ Carpet Cleaning 
§ Patio cleaning 

Tel: 01823 690154  Mobile 07590 636079 
Email kevin@bawdencleaning.co.uk 

Bawden Cleaning.com 
Cleaning windows in Fivehead over 30 years 

French & Italian Classes  
Learn or practice a language,  
proven to keep your brain young! 

 

at Lower Swell, Fivehead 
friendly, fun & informal small classes 

 

contact: Victoria Fransham 
email: vfransham@yahoo.co.uk 

site: vfransham.wordpress.com 

 Defibrillator 

Thank you to everyone who attended the defibrillator awareness session in January. We had very positive feed-

back and will be running another awareness session on 13
th
 July in the pub.  

In the meantime, we highly recommend watching the following two short videos which really help to give you an 

idea of what could happen in an emergency situation. 

The videos can be found on the Community Heartbeat YouTube channel. 

HOW TO SAVE A LIFE - WITH CPR & A DEFIBRILLATOR - YouTube 

Community Defibrillators | How Do They Work | Can I Be Sued? | AED & CPR - YouTube 

We would also like to suggest that everyone has the phone numbers of 3 nearby neighbours to hand in case of 

emergency if the defibrillator needs to be deployed. 
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G. J. BAILEY 

ELECTRICIAN 

 

New builds, re-wires, extensions, garages, kitchen/bathroom re-furbs,  

Fault Finding, Test and Inspection 

 

COMPETITIVELY PRICED 

 

PLEASE PHONE FOR A FRIENDLY, HELPFUL CHAT 

EXPERIENCED IN ALL ELECTRICAL WORK 

 

Tel: 01460 781899; 07971 558874 Email:gbailey522@btinternet.com 

 

City & Guilds Qualified: 

2360 (electrical installation theory) Pt 1 2360 (installation, commissioning and fault diagnosis) Pt 2 

2381 (16th edition regs) 2391 (inspection, testing and certification of electrical installations) 

 KEV’S CLEANING SERVICES LTD 
Friendly team of reliable and trustworthy window cleaners 

Window cleaning inside and out 

We also empty, unblock and clean guttering, 

Fascias, soffits, downpipes, conservatories and roofs. 

We can fix leaking guttering. Regular and one off cleans! 

 

 (01823) 272260 - mobile  07885 451628 - email kevsclean-

ing@btinternet.com   

www.kevscleaningservices.co.uk 

GUARANTEED   a professional and satisfactory job! 

 

 

Julianõs Handyman Services 
A friendly, professional and reliable service helping keep your 
home just the way you want it. No job too small. Please call to 
discuss your requirements. 

A wide variety of experience including: 
Ý Small scale building projects 
Ý Household fittings and repairs 
Ý Kitchen and bathroom improvements 
Ý Painting and decorating 
Ý Garden maintenance 
Ý Garden machinery servicing 

Contact Julian on: 

Phone   01460 281272 or 07932 074712 

Email   julian.cramp@btinternet.com 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 Would you like to advertise 

your business in this  

Magazine 

Contact the Editor 

01460 281573 

Or 

harryprice183@btinternet.com 

Rates for year (6 issues) 

Small Advert £28.50 

Medium Advert £57.75 

Half Page £115.00 

Full Page £230.00 

HAND DRAWN QUALITY PORTRAITS³.. 

….of your loved one, your children, grandchildren, your dog, cat or horse…… 

        

      Miroslava Pavliuchenko is a celebrated Ukrainian 17-year old artist, who 

has won many international awards and credits for her art. She has had      

several commissions already from the village and is now happy to extend her 

portfolio at modest commercial rates. 

Please contact Dave Cunningham (her refugee sponsor) on 01460 281651 or email 

davecunningham62@gmail.com 
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5ƛŀǊȅ ƻŦ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ 
Day/Date/Time   Description Where 

Thursday 6th April 6.30pm Tenebrae Service Maunday Thursday Baptist Church 

Saturday 22nd April 7.30pm Barn Dance Village Hall 

Tuesday 25th April 10.30am Fellowship Club Visit to Wells Village Hall 

Sunday 7th May 12.00pm Coronation Sunday Big Lunch Village Hall 

Sunday 21st May 9.15am Rogation Walk to the 3 Churches St Catherineôs 

Monday 22nd May  NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  

Mondays @ 7.30pm Weekly Short Mat Bowls Village Hall 

Mondays @ 7.15pm Weekly Bellringing St Martinôs Church 

Wednesdays @ 4.45pm Weekly Dragonflys Dance Group Village Hall 

Usually 1st Monday 6.30pm Monthly Parish Council Meeting Village Hall 

 
 Quest Cars Ltd 

Welcome to Quest Cars Ltd - , specialising in airport transfers  from 

Taunton, Yeovil, Ilminster, Wellington or Bridgwater or 
the    

Exeter area of  Devon to 

Heathrow, Gatwick, Stansted, Bristol, Exeter, Luton,  

Southampton or Dover 

We are a family run business with a small fleet of quality  

Vehicles including E-Class Mercedes 

Contact details 

Tel: 01823 400706 / Mobile 07971523416 

Email: info@questcars.co.uk 

http://www.questcars.co.uk/contact-us/ 

 

Fivehead Social Media 

Web: www.fivehead-village.org.uk 

Facebook: FiveheadVillage 

Twitter: FiveheadVillage 

Contact: fiveheadpc@gmail.com 

Pip Brett 01460 281115 

/Ǌƻǿƴ CƛǾŜƘŜŀŘ DƻƭŦ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ 
The Societyôs 2023 season opened on Friday 17th March at  the Isle of Wedmore Golf Club with a 

dry day although previous rainy weather made for soggy conditions. The results were as follows 1st 

Guy Dibble 33 points (Countback), 2nd Mike King 33 points, 3rd Malcolm Head 33 points. 

Longest Drive Malcolm Head, Nearest the pin Dave Baker, Nearest the pin in 2 not won, Twoôs Pot 

not won. Best out Tony Chedzoy 21 points, Best in Bob Durant 15 points. Blobs raised £16.30 to go 

towards our Charity for this year Freewheeler Emergency Voluntary Service who provide free out of 

hours motorcycle courier service to the NHS & hospitals in the South West.  

Anybody wishing to join us contact 

Gary Smith  Tel: 01460 281555   email: gary.smith555@btinternet.com 


