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EMERGENCY AND HELP SERVICES   

Emergency No. (All Services) 999  

Non-Emergency  Police No. 101  

Non-Emergency Medical No. 111  

Samaritans 116 123  

Age Concern 0800 00 99 66 www.ageuk.org.uk  

Citizensô Advice  03444 889 623  

Somerset Community Connectðlocal care and 

services to help you choose the right care and 

support.  

 

www.somersetcommunityconnect.org.uk 

MEDICAL   

Langport Surgery 01458 250464 www.langportsurgery.co.uk 

North Curry Health Centre 01823 490505 www.northcurryhealthcentre.co.uk 

Musgrove Park Hospital 01823 333444 www.tsft.nhs.uk 

Yeovil District Hospital 01935 475122 www.yeovilhospital.co.uk 

SOMERSET COUNTY COUNCIL 0300 123 2224 www.somerset.gov.uk 

County Councillor - Mike Stanton 07802 472160 mike.stanton@somerset.gov.uk 

Highways and Travel  www.travelsomerset.gov.uk 

Rights of Way-Volunteer & Trails Officer 01823 358250 www.roam.somerset.gov.uk/roam/map 

Somerset Waste Partnership 01823 625700 www.somersetwaste.gov.uk 

SOUTH SOMERSET DISTRICT COUNCIL 01935 462462 www.southsomerset.gov.uk 

District Councillor - Malcolm Cavill 01823 481335 malcolm.cavill@southsomerset.gov.uk 

PARISH COUNCIL   

Kate Beacham (Chair) 6 Ganges Close 01460 281414 

Laura Howard (Vice Chair) The Old Manse 01460 282911 

Robert (Rob) Wynn Meldon 01460 281288 

Bruce Ferguson Dr. Poolhayes Swell 01458 250138 

Dave Braddock  24 Ganges Close 07902 860648 

Christina Munday Cathanger Manor 01460 281589 

James Benton 18 Orchard Rise 01460 281184 

Jayne Parsons (Clerk) 

White Lias House, 
Turnhill Rd, High Ham 

TA10 9DF 

07432 275954 

E-Mail contact for all matters  fiveheadpc@gmail.com 

USEFUL CONTACTS     

Drama GroupðKevin Stevens  

                         Harry Price 

07794 226149 

01460 281573 

kevinmstevens11@gmail.com 

harryprice183@btinternet.com 

Playing Fields ð Frank Doggett 01460 281549  

Sue Atwell Shop 07930278600 sue.atwell@hotmail.co.uk 

The Crown Inn 01460 281322 snpubsltd@gmail.com 
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tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ                        Parish Council News 

 

Following elections in May, two further Councillors were co-opted to the team in June ï Christina 

Munday, who moved to the parish last year and is keen to make a contribution to the village life 

that she is already really enjoying, and James Benton, who has been in the area for over 25 

years and a volunteer for several local organisations, including Fivehead Playing Field Committee.  

Their fresh input, skills and commercial experience are welcomed to help tackle the wide-ranging 

activities of the Parish Council, from consulting on planning applications, maintenance of local 

amenities and liaison with the District and County Councils, as the voice of the local community. 

Concerns over speeding traffic have been raised by a number of residents with the Parish Council.  

We are liaising with County Highways for advice on how to slow down vehicles on Butcherôs Hill, 

Ganges Hill and the A378, regularly exceeding the 30 limits which threatens the safety of our 

village, as well as risk of damage to property.  Speeding is the remit of Avon & Somerset Police, so 

the Council is also looking at solutions and funding sources for speed monitoring.  Unfortunately, 

necessary maintenance requires closure of the top road in August (15th ï 26th), which will 

undoubtedly increase traffic through the village; the Council has highlighted concerns for safety, 

and hope that Highways will take this into consideration when planning routes and diversions. 

The hot weather in July did not stop essential maintenance work going ahead on some of the 

principal trees that give Fivehead Cemetery its characterful setting. 

The main Holm Oak (pictured), thought to be part of the War Grave 

site, has had its crown lifted and the canopy will be done in August), 

so there is now dappled light seeping through its branches.  This will 

help growth of the newly grass seeded where the excess soil was 

removed last year. 

The Jubilee tree at the centre has had its crown lifted and the wall and 

plaque are in clear view again.  The Maple crown, on the right-hand side of the Cemetery, has 

been lifted.  This no longer encroaches on the new graves and future spaces.  The two conifers on 

each side of the entrance walkway have been reduced and shaped to reduce the risk of possible 

storm damage. 

Thanks to Councillor Dave Braddock who oversaw the work, and Mary Braddock, who captured 

the results in some lovely photos which show the renewed beauty of these established trees after 

their óhaircutsô.  Dave will be continuing with general maintenance work in the Autumn.   

Flash back to Juneé a huge thank you to 

everyone who joined in our Platinum Jubilee 

celebrations; also, to the small working group who 

co-ordinated the óBig Lunchô ï Heather, Kate, 

Laura, Lesley and Pip and Master of Ceremonies 

for the day ï Adrian, and the many hands who 

helped clear away the next day!  Another very 

memorable village occasion and lovely time had by 

all! 

Best wishes 

Jayne Parsons  Parish Clerk  Email: fiveheadpc@gmail.com 
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tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ - ƻǘƘŜǊ ƴŜǿǎ 

 Green Group News 

Fiveheadôs Green Group - a Parish Council working group of local volunteers, our Tree Warden 

and Councillors - has been meeting monthly since April and is already working on several projects 

to help achieve the objectives laid out in Fiveheadôs Environment Strategy.  In 2019, the five 

Somerset local authorities declared or recognised óClimate Emergenciesô; South Somerset (SSDC) 

has recently updated its Environment Strategy; the Parish Council has structured our Parish 

strategy around, and in support of, five key themes from this ï Waste recycling and resource 

management; Built Environment; Natural Environment; Travel & Transport; and Energy 

Consumption. 

 

Current projects include: 

Citizen Science river quality sampling ï the Green Group has signed up with West Country 

Rivers Trust (WCRT), and for a small donation, obtained sampling kits to take monthly samples 

from Fivehead River from five points along its course in the local area.  Over time, this will help 

build up a picture of the water quality and its wildlife, as well as any pollutants that are present, so 

action can be taken.  There is very little recent data available for this river so WCRT are very 

pleased to have our support.  Wessex Water is also kindly donating some nets.  Results are 

recorded via an easy-to-use app.  You can speak to Rob Wynn for more information. 

 

Wilder Churches with Somerset Wildlife Trust ï initially piloting at St 

Catherineôs Church, Swell, and Fivehead Cemetery (pictured), the idea is 

to make our church areas inspiring spaces for our community to enjoy 

wildlife.  St Catherineôs is now just mowing a small path round its 

churchyard.  This project will involve recording what species are present, 

then looking at what could be added in future.  More will follow on future 

organised bat, butterfly and bat walks, as well as how you can get 

involved in the Wilder Churches initiative.  You can speak to Lorna 

Conway, or Dave and Mary Braddock if you are interested. 

 

Recycling and waste management is an area where everyone can help in small ways, which 

together make a big difference.  Recycle More kerbside collections were launched last year with 

the Bright Blue Bag helping us to reduce waste by recycling more plastic.   

 

This helps the environment and tackle climate change.  Did you knowéthere is no limit to the 

boxes you can put out for collection and SSDC will provide more containers free of charge on 

request?  However, Re-Use may be even better, as this keeps things in use for longer. Advertising 

on sites like Facebook, Gumtree or NextDoor might find someone local to take ownership of your 

unwanted items.  We will be sharing more information about this theme in future articles and 

further details can be found at https://fivehead-village.org.uk/somerset-waste-partnership-july

-briefing/ 

 

If you have any suggestions for anything you would like to see happening in Fivehead or Swell, or 

would like to help, please email fiveheadpc@gmail.com   Do you have any suggestions for 

anything you would like to see happening in Fivehead or Swell?   
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 ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ Iŀƭƭ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ 
 The View from the Village Hall 

 

 

Work will be starting soon on the underfloor heating, the 

new water cylinder, and the car park ready for the winter. 

We have installed CCTV cameras to help with security.  

As previously mentioned we will now be holding some 

fundraising activities which includes the annual summer fete and our open gardens, both of which are 

very popular social gatherings as well fundraisers; plans are now in progress for these, along with other 

events. Further details on all of this will follow in due courseΦ 
 

Contacts:          Chairperson: Kevin Stevens 07794226149 

                           Treasurer & Booking Clerk: Richard Hadfield  01460 281904 

                           Secretary: Dave Cunningham 01460 281651 

 

 June 2022   July 2022  

No.  3 M. Wilson Ã50 No. 61 L. & B. Thompson Ã50 

No. 77 O. & L. Howard Ã25 No.116 R. Lawrynowicz Ã25 

No.116 R. Lawrynowicz Ã15 No. 37 N. Cameron Ã15 

No. 55 G. Stubbings Ã10 No. 35 C. Garbutt Ã10 

 

.²ŀƭƪƛƴƎ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ 

 How do you fancy some not too strenuous exercise, taking part in a new venture in the village, being   

organised by Dave Allen? 

This is the beautiful game of Football for the older person, so if you are male or female aged 55 or over 

and interested in taking part, contact Dave for more details. 

  

Contact Dave Allen Telephone:  01460 281674 or email:    david12249@btinternet.com 



 

у 

CƛǾŜƘŜŀŘ wƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ ²ŀȅ 
I am writing this during the July heatwave (!) and trying to muster the energy to write for the Newsletter. Walking 

footpaths in this heat is no fun, but for me getting out early in the morning is the best time to go and thatôs a good 

time to see wildlife. A male Roe deer standing in the ripening corn, just a few metres from where I stood on the 

road. It was a lovely sight, followed by the first Brown Hawker dragonfly of 2022 and the first gatekeeper butterfly. 

I think nature appreciates the cooler mornings before the heat of the day gets going.  

Our Jubilee Walks in June were a great success with 30 people joining in on Thursday and 20 on Friday. We were 

lucky with the weather with the rain holding off until Saturday. As the hay was quite tall in a couple of the fields, 

we would have got very wet!  

Swell Drove had its summer cut by Somerset County Council. Sadly, the tractor was not able to get through the 

concrete obstacles or over the bridge at the other end so 

there has been a long section that did not get its trim. This 

was finally done on 22 July.  Apologies to all walkers, dogs 

and horses who have had their walks curtailed as a result of 

this, we did try to sort it during June without success. 

We are also trying to improve the surface and winter flooding 

on Green Lane. It is a difficult one as there are historically 

three Wells on this path, so there is a permanent water 

course somewhere on or near the path. The fields either side 

are also higher than the path, and as we know, water finds 

its own level! However, we are hoping that we might be able to reinstate a ditch, this may help. 

The field with the footpath at the bottom of Cemetery Hill where 

the above photo was taken has now been harvested by our 

local Master Thatcher. Towards the end of July the field could 

be seen with stooks of barley having been cut using equipment 

not normally seen today.          What a brilliant sight! 

If you fancy joining our small team of volunteers who look out for 

obstacles and who keep brambles and nettles under control, 

please contact me. 

marybraddock@btinternet.com 

 

¸ŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΩǎ CŀǊƳƛƴƎ 
Come and see how we used to farm, see the Heavy 

Horses and the Tractors & Machinery that replaced them. 

 

Harvesting and Threshing, Stationary Engines and Steam 

Engines, Commercial Vehicles, Land Rovers, Rural Crafts 

and many more attractions including celebrating 50 years. 

 

Come and enjoy a day out and see how our ancestors 

used to farm. 

 

Saturday 20th & Sunday 21st August 
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As we have come to expect from James Slater, on June 11th we were treated to a miscellany of music 

interspersed with humour and rapport. James sang a variety of blues and Americana songs plus a 

number of his own compositions, including some from his forthcoming new CD. For news of this and 

other music, visit James's website www.jamestblues.com. 

The evening was billed as "James Slater and Friends" and felt a bit like transatlantic sessions with 

various other musicians joining James for some of his numbers. Pete Stearn, Will Southcote 

and myself all formed different combinations of musicians to make a varied and exciting evening. 

James even asked first time floorsinger Sally Childress to join him on violin for his own song Omaha. 

Even though Sally had never heard the song before, the accompaniment was superb!  

Music will begin at 7.30pm. As usual floorsingers are welcome to sing and/or play in the first half - until 

the beer break at 8.30pm. Simply sign up in the book on the night, or email me in advance.  

All the seats were filled for the final Folk & Acoustic Music Night before the summer break July 9th 

Benn described his music as a "pretty random collection of songs that I liked for some reason". Well we 

liked them too, and greatly enjoyed Benn's set which included songs by such diverse composers as 

Geordie, Jez Lowe and Canadian, Stan Rogers. Benn's original arrangements were in several guitar 

tunings, complementing his lovely singing voiceΦ  

Laurie's set was also very varied and included traditional songs accompanied on his Irish Bazouki, a 

humorous acapella song, a couple of instrumentals and two of his own-composed songs. For the 

instrumentals - a couple of waltzes and a couple of reels - The Two Lauries joined forces on mandolin 

with guitar accompaniment! The humorous song was entitled " 'ad me, 'ad me" about the relationships 

with his mother and Facebook! Laurie's final, highly personal and poignant song was his own "No need 

to talk", written to reflect his 55 year-long 

marriage to Evelyn.  

Future Bookings 

August             No meeting 

Sept 10th         Wildwood Jack 

For more information contact Laurie  

laurieguitars@gmail.com  07854 750545 

To contact Chris & Clare at The Crown 

Inn    01460 281322 

 Would you like to advertise 

your business in this  

Magazine 

Contact the Editor 

01460 281573 

Or 

harryprice183@btinternet.com 

Rates for year (6 issues) 

Small Advert Ã27.50 

Medium Advert Ã55.00 

Half Page Ã110.00 

Full Page Ã220.00 
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Charity Theatre Trips supports British Red Cross. We start in Curry Rivel 

picking up in Langport & Somerton then en route using the A35 or A37 to 

Bristol Hippodrome. For pick-up details and a description of each show see 

www.charitytheatretrips.com 

Trips planned are all evening ones, starting at 5 p.m. 

The payment dates for óJosephô and óBeauty & the Beastô fall in August. 

Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat:  Sep 5th; Ã47/Ã56  

Disneyôs Beauty and the Beast:  Oct 20th:  Ã53 /Ã73  

Raymonda, English Nation Ballet:  Nov 24th: Ã42/Ã47 (special offer) 

Cinderella starring Craig Revel Horwood:  Dec 12th; Ã53 

Matthew Bourneôs Sleeping Beauty:  2nd March ô23; Ã44/Ã64 

The Commitments:  21st Mar ô23; Ã50 

Strictly Ballroom:  13th Jun ô23; Ã37/Ã52 

 

 /ƭŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 

¢ëÙ -vfµ` M`` EíıÙëÙÀÓ 

hǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƘƻǳǊǎΥ  

¢ǳŜǎΣ ²ŜŘΣ ¢ƘǳǊǎ ϧ CǊƛ о-ммǇƳ 

{ŀǘ мн-ммǇƳ 

{ǳƴ мн-млǇƳ 

Kitchen Opening 

Thursday, Friday, Saturday 6.00pm -8.00pm 

Booking advisable 

Quiz night every Wednesday.  Ã1 per person. 8.30pm. Just turn up and join in! 

Meat raffle Monthly on Sunday ïÃ1 ticket 

Folk and Acoustic Night 7.30pm.   Saturday 10th. September 
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St Martinôs Fivehead 

  

 Churchwarden 
 

Trish Allen      Tel: 01460 281674 

  
 
 
 

Rector: 
Revd. Scott Patterson 
Tel:  01458 251375 

  
  

  

 

St Catherineôs Swell 

  

 Churchwarden 
  
Anna Rees   Tel: 01458 253067 

Scottôs Spot ï introducing the apprentice  

Itôs not just Sir Alan Sugar that has an apprentice programme. Did you know that this is also something 

of a God thing? As we read our bibles we find a recurring pattern of apprentices being prepared for 

future leadership. In the Old Testament Jethro nurtured Moses in readiness to face Pharaoh; Moses 

then prepared Joshua to lead Godôs people into the Promised Land; the Priest Eli guided the boy 

Samuel; and King David passed on his experiences to his son and heir Solomon. The same pattern 

continued in the New Testament, with the most obvious example being Jesus himself who shaped a 

diverse band of disciples into the foundations of his church. And as the Christian faith spread and grew, 

we read of further relationships of nurture. For example in the bible books 1 and 2 Timothy we find 

letters of encouragement written by the Apostle Paul to a young church leader - Timothy.  

So whereôs all this leading? Well itôs a way for me to bring you the exciting news that from early July our 

three Benefice churches are going to be welcoming a Training Curate and his family. Mark McKnight 

will be first licensed as a óLay Curateô in July and then Ordained (revved up!) in Wells Cathedral in 

October. If you have never heard of a óCurateô before then the principle isnôt very different from the 

biblical examples above. Having completed his training at theological college, Mark will now be placed 

with us for effectively his óon the job trainingô. Not unlike a NQT (Newly Qualified Teacher) or a Junior 

Doctor (minus the crazy hours) Mark will be getting to grips with the practical aspects of service-

leadership within the Church of England, and whilst fully recognising that I am no Moses, David, Jesus 

(!) or Paul, I have been asked by the Diocese to be Markôs Training Incumbent. This responsibility and 

privilege is something that simultaneously fills me excitement and a sense of inadequacy! 

As Iôve spoken about Markôs arrival some have expressed surprise that, given the current post-Covid 

financial difficulties faced by our Diocese, and the job cuts this has precipitated, we shall suddenly have 

what appear to be two vicars in our small Benefice. I hope that the respective titles óTraining Incumbentô 

and óTraining Curateô shine a light on the primary purpose of Markôs time amongst us. Although Mark 

does bring much to our communities in terms of past experiences and future potential, he doesnôt 

simply represent óanother pair of handsô as some might assume.   

In a future publication Iôll ask Mark to introduce himself and bring you something of his background 

story. But at this point I wanted to share with you this significant moment for our churches and 

community, and to suggest that, should you see a shiny new vicar walking around in the weeks ahead, 

you might consider introducing yourself and welcoming Mark and his family to our community. 

With every blessing, Revôd, Scott. 
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¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ .ŜƴŜŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ /ǳǊǊȅ wƛǾŜƭΣ CƛǾŜƘŜŀŘ ϧ {ǿŜƭƭ  

Welcome to our Benefice. Here are the planned services for the months ahead.   

If you would like to receive the latest Benefice news, information, prayers, recent talks 

and other helpful material, then, to be added to the Benefice email list, please contact the 

Rector Revd. Scott Paterson at: scottr.patterson@btinternet.com 

BCP = Book of Common Prayer, CW = Common Worship, UB = United Benefice  

   

  Planned Services for August  

Sunday 7th. 9.30am. United Benefice Communion Service (CW) Fivehead 

Sunday 14th. 9.30am. United Benefice Communion Service (CW) Curry Rivel 

Sunday 21st. 9.30am. United Benefice Communion Service (CW) Swell 

Sunday 28th. 9.30am. Parish Communion (CW) Fivehead 

 11.00am. A Service of Morning Worship Curry Rivel 

 6.00pm. Prayer Book Evensong (BCP) Swell 

   

 óGreat is the Lord, and most worthy of praiseô  

 (Psalm 48 verse1)  

   

 Planned Services for September  

Thursday 1st. 10.00am. Prayer Book Communion in the Old School Room Curry Rivel 

Sunday 4th. 10.00am. All Age Family & Friends Service + refreshments Fivehead 
 11.15am. Said Communion Service (CW) Fivehead 

 6.00pm. Evening Prayer (CW) Curry Rivel 

Saturday 10th. 3.30 to 5.30pm  in the Old School Room Curry Rivel 

   

   

   

   

Sunday 11th. 9.30am  Prayer Book Communion Service (BCP) Swell 

 11.00am. Parish Communion Service (CW) Curry Rivel 

Thursday 15th. 10.00am. Prayer Book Communion Service in the Old School Room Curry Rivel 

Sunday 18th. 10.00am. A Service of Morning Worship Fivehead 

 11.00am All Age Family & Friends Service + refreshments Curry Rivel 

 12.15pm. Said Communion Service (CW) Curry Rivel 

Sunday 25th. 9.30am. Parish Communion (CW) Fivehead 

 11.00am. A Service of Morning Worship Curry Rivel 

 6.00pm. Prayer Book Evensong (BCP) Swell 
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The Fascinating Life of Mrs Bumble. 

We are now fully into mid-summer and one of the insects highly visible at present is the 

humble bumble bee. Not being an expert, I find bumble bees fascinating, learning more 

facts all the time. Did you know that:  

They have smelly feet, so they know what flowers have been visited before that day. They 

can fly up to a speed of over 50km/h. Males cannot sting. Millions of years ago, there was 

a large wasp that evolved into three species, bees, wasps and ants. These species are all 

related to each other. When a bee buzzes you, they are not being aggressive but just think you are a large flower 

and are checking you out. 

Depending on where you get the information from, there are around 25 species of Bumbles in Britain today, made up 

of around 17 true Bumbles, 6 species that have evolved into Cuckoo bees, a new colonist from France ( tree bee) 

and an extinct bumble ( short haired bumble bee) that will hopefully be successfully re-introduced on an RSPB 

reserve from native stock from Sweden. Whatever the number they all have something in common - they are 

decreasing dramatically, whether by loss of habitat, intensive farming or using pesticides and fungicides. 

I would need to write a book to cover all the information about these fascinating creatures.  

Bumble bees are very social creatures. They are found all over the UK with some species restricted to the South and 

some are only found up North and in Scotland. Bumble bees visit flowers up to two kilometres from their colony. 

Bumble bees are a creature of habit and will visit the same flowers every day if there is pollen and nectar available. 

Once they have collected nectar and pollen, bumble bees return to the nest and deposit the harvested nectar and 

pollen into brood cells, or into wax cells for storage. Bumble bees only store a few daysô worth of food and so are 

vulnerable to food shortages due to weather etc. Bumble bees are an important pollinator of both arable crops and 

flowers. 

Bumble bee nests are started by a stirring, hibernating queen in the Spring. On warm days in Spring the queen 

bumble bee is a familiar sight, usually a buff-tail first. The queen collects pollen and nectar from flowers and 

searches for a suitable place to build her nest. Once the queen finds a site, she makes pots out of wax to store food, 

and wax cells to lay eggs in. These eggs then hatch into small grubs. Bumble bees form small colonies. Often, the 

nests will hold fewer than sixty individuals. Bumble bee nests can be found in runs underground made by mice or 

voles. This is the queen's preferred nest site. The queen finds these runs with her acute sense of smell, or she will 

build in rough grass. Tree bees and white-tailed bees can build nests in bird boxes. 

To survive, these grubs must be fed both nectar and pollen. The queen and these grubs are dependent on the 

weather. If the Queen got it wrong and the weather turned cold or wet for a period, then both her and the grubs 

perish. If successful, the grubs get bigger and develop into adult worker bumblebees. This can take up to five or six 

weeks. The first worker bees take on the role of looking for food for the colony and the 

queen then spends most of her life in the nest egg laying and caring for the grubs. If the 

queen dies for any reason, then eggs can be laid by some workers that then develop into 

another queen - amazing.  

 Without getting too complicated, in mid-Summer when the nest is reaching maturity the 

queen lays eggs that develop into either males (drones) or new Queens. These fly off and 

find mates, where the fresh queens can delay pregnancy till the Spring of the following year and the cycle is started 

all over again. When the temperature drops in Autumn, the old queen, workers, and drones die. The mated fresh 

queens are the only ones to survive and hibernate for the following year.  

For some reason, many years ago, some species of bumble bees became parasitic or cuckoo bumble bees. We 

have six species in the UK. The cuckoo bees used to be just like the other bumbles, but they evolved and lost the 

ability to collect pollen for themselves. The females are especially powerful and force their way into the nests of their 

bumblebee hosts. They kill or evict the queen and take over her workers as their own, using them to bring up their 

own offspring. Cuckoo bumblebees do not produce workers of their own, only queens and drones.  

Why not plant some bee friendly plants, they are not only beneficial for the bees but they look good in a flower bed. 

Our local Garden Centre Greenshutters usually has a suitable selection of wildlife friendly plants. Look out for bee 

friendly or good for pollinators on the labels. 

         Also do not forget to send your wildlife sightings to me at davebraddock349@gmail.com. 

CƛǾŜƘŜŀŘ bŀǘǳǊŜ ²ŀǘŎƘ           Dave Braddock 
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ôCaring, Curious and Confidentõ éé..  

  ôHealthy trees bearing good fruitõ ð Matthew 7 v 17 ééééé..  

 
 

 

Apologies no report this issue 

Mrs Ali Pook  Head Teacher 

/ǳǊǊȅ wƛǾŜƭ ¢ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ 
The Curry Rivel and District Twinning Association had not had any gatherings over the last two years 

until April this year when we had a ñbring and shareñ supper & to thank our previous chair person Bar-

bara Hamlin for all her hard work & dedication over the years. 

The close relationship between the two communities of Chevilly, in the centre of France (just north of 

Orleans and south of Paris) remains very strong. Many of us have made friendships that go back 20 or 

more years and will no doubt continue for many more to come. 

Formal visits have not, of course, happened for the last 3 years, yet informal ones have continued to 

take place. Two of our members from Fivehead recently visited Chevilly and were royally received. Our 

French friends organised a French style ñpicnicñ, with about 25 French, which involved aperitifs and 

nibbles followed by various dishes and desserts and of course, a glass or two of 

ros®! Those attending on the French side included the mayor, Hubert Jolliet, the 

previous pr®sident of the Twinning in France, Jean-Luc Charron, and Benedicte 

M®riau, who took over from Jean-Luc. Outdoor games were played including, nat-

urally, p®tanque and also darts plus a new game that the French have adopted as 

their firm favourite, óMolkkyô. If you have not come across this game, it is a little like 

skittles with numbers on them & 

a sort of small órolling pinô that is 

thrown to knock them down! 

In this climate of such international uncertainty, it is 

very heart-warming to know that our friends on the 

other side of the channel are as keen to keep up our 

affinities as we are! They send their best wishes to all 

of us in Curry Rivel & our surrounding villages and 

look forward to seeing us again soon. 
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                         Rev. Matthew Cottingham                                                                

 

                                                                                                    Thoughts from The Manse 

The Bible often tells us that God is a God of compassion. Psalm 145:8-9 says ñThe Lord is gracious and 

compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love. The Lord is good to all; he has compassion on all he 

has made.ò 

In English the word compassion usually refers to those occasions when we feel concern for people in 

trouble or distress, but in the Bible it describes much more than an occasional feeling. Much of the Bible is 

written in Hebrew, and the Hebrew word for compassion is ñrachamò. This word is the plural form of 

ñrechemò which means ñwombò. Knowing this root meaning of the word ñcompassionò helps us understand 

what it means to say that God is a compassionate God. 

Compassion is womb-like. It is life-giving, nourishing, protective, embracing, encompassing - just like a 

motherôs womb is for the child within. To be compassionate is to feel and do for someone what a mother 

feels and does for the children of her womb: she loves them, cherishes them, desires their well-being, 

protects them, and provides everything they need to grow by sharing her own life with them. In this sense, 

compassion is about nurturing and encouraging life in the world. 

When the Bible says God is compassionate itôs saying he is like this towards us all the time. He cares for 

us like a mother cares for the child she carries. Ultimately we see just how true this is when we see Jesus 

giving his own life for us at the cross. 

How wonderful to know that God is a God of compassion towards us, and how important to remember that 

Jesus also taught us to ñBe compassionate, just as your Heavenly Father is compassionate.ò (Luke 6:36). 

Pastor Matt Cottington 

 

 

News from the Stable 

Ten years ago the people of Fivehead Baptist Church opened a new community caf® in the village. The 

old stable building next to the church (where visiting preachers once left their horses) was converted into a 

caf® and youth room. The idea had been prompted by asking the question: What difference do we make in 

the community? This summer The Stable Caf® celebrated its 10th birthday with an exhibition of local arts, 

crafts, and produce and some extra special treats on the caf® menu. 

It was wonderful to welcome so many visitors to the June exhibition which was on display in the church 

building next door. We were all amazed at the variety of gifts and talents in our local community ï 

beekeeping, guitar making, textiles, lacework, pottery, painting, and much more! It really was a celebration 

of the creativity in our community. Thank you so much to all who organised, exhibited, helped out, and 

visited the exhibition. The Stable was buzzing all week. Lots of cake and cream teas were eaten! 

Exhibitors kindly donated a percentage of any sales to our chosen cause ï Ukraine relief through the 

charity World Vision. Together with proceeds from the caf®, and also some money raised from the sale of 

eggs at Foxhound Farm, we will be sending around Ã900 to the Ukraine appeal. 

We are so grateful to all who have supported The Stable over the past 10 years. Itôs a great place to meet 

up and relax over a coffee. We look forward to serving the Fivehead community long into the future. 
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Where local people recommend  

good quality and  trustworthy businesses 

 
Get your job done right, first time. 

Avoid cowboys and rogue traders 

Not online? 

Call Nick: 01823 218222 

For your free printed guide 

V]pp·®]rz« 
Professional Dog Grooming 

(Including Mobile) 

 

 

 

 

 

for all sorts of dogs 
from nails, bathing, clipping 

to full grooming 

by qualified dog groomer 

Call Helen on 07802 365527 or 

01460 281534 

 

Email: helen.lightflight@gmail.com 

Driffield House, Fivehead TA3 6PX 
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ΨȅƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǿƛƴŜ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴǘΩ 

 

Vine Wine is based in Fivehead and is run and owned by Paddy 
Magill, who has over 30 years in the trade. They have wines from 
all corners of the world and for everyoneôs budgets. They can 
supply free glass loan for parties and weddings etc and will 

supply all wines on a sale or return basis. 

 

To find out more, please call Paddy on 07768 795 904 or e-mail 
him on 

paddy.magill@vine-wine.co.uk  

To see their full list of wines go to www.vine-wine.co.uk 

 
Baptist Church 

Contact Lunches 

For those living alone a 

chance to get out and 

meet others 

Third Tuesday each 

month in the Baptist 

Church Hall 

2 course lunch Ã4 

To book contact 

KAREN 

01460 258942 

or 

karenburn79@gmail.com 

  

St Martinôs 

Bellringers 

Every Monday 7.15 pm 

At the Church 

 

Contact Details 

 

 

linda.elphick160@btinternet.com 

  

Opera Al Fresco 

Opera Anywhere are presenting an outdoor performance of The Pirates of Penzance on Saturday 27th 

August 7.00pm. (doors open 6.30pm.) Midelney Manor, Langport, Somerset, TA10 0LU. 

Relax, bring a picnic and your own seating and enjoy one of Gilbert & Sullivans most popular operettas 

first performed in London in April 1880. 

G&S operas are suitable for all ages and are all family friendly 

 

Tickets Ã22.00 Box Office: www.OperaAnywhere.com 

Tel: 0333 666 3366/ 01458 252 377 
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.ŜǎǇƻƪŜ /ǳǊǘŀƛƴǎΣ .ƭƛƴŘǎΣ /ǳǎƘƛƻƴǎ 

²ƛŘŜ wŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ CŀōǊƛŎǎ 

DƛƊǿŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎ 

aƛƭƪΣ .ǊŜŀŘΣ DǊƻŎŜǊƛŜǎΣ CǊǳƛǘ ϧ ±ŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜǎ 

/ƘŜŜǎŜΣ /ǊŜŀƳΣ 9ƎƎǎ 

hǇŜƴ уΦол ŀƳ ς рΦлл ǇƳΦ   aƻƴŘŀȅ ς CǊƛŘŀȅ 

уΦол ŀƳ ς мΦлл ǇƳ ς {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ 

!ǘ CƛǾŜƘŜŀŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ {ǘŀǝƻƴ    ¢ŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ лтфолнтуслл    

 

 

St Martinôs Church 

 

Teddy Bearôs Picnic & 

Cream Tea 

Saturday 3rd  

September 

2.30pm - 4.30pm 

 

Come and watch your Teddy 

parachute from the Church 

Tower 

 

The Village Shop 

Summer is here and 

we are stocking 

Local Strawberries 

& 

Cornish New       

Potatoes 

Be quick they sell 

fast! 

CƛǾŜƘŜŀŘ {ƘƻǊǘ aŀǘ .ƻǿƭǎ 

The Short Mat Bowls club is taking a short Summer Break in August restarting on Monday           

September 5th. 

We have room for more regular players so why not come along and enjoy an evening of gentle         

exercise and good company. Your first visit is free, no equipment needed except flat soled shoes or 

carpet slippers. 

7.30pm - 9.30pm half time refreshments 

For further details contact   Heather  01460 281995 or email h.gorton74@gmail.com 
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Fivehead Drama Group 
 

Informal get-together 

Last Tuesday 

Of The  

Month 

 

7.30pm 

at 

The Crown Inn 

 

All welcome 

Next meeting 

30th. August 

 

Post Office Services 

 

available at 

 

The Stable 

on 

Thursdays 

Short Mat Bowls 

Every Monday 7.30pm 

Experience the thrill of  

Short Mat Bowling 

Meet new friends 

Enjoy good company 

Contact Heather 

281995 

h.gorton74@gmail.com 

 

 


