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Useful Information 

 

EMERGENCY AND HELP SERVICES   

Emergency No. (All Services) 999  

Non-Emergency  Police No. 101  

Non-Emergency Medical No. 111  

Samaritans 116 123  

Age Concern 0800 00 99 66 www.ageuk.org.uk  

Citizens’ Advice  03444 889 623  

Somerset Community Connect—local care 

and services to help you choose the right care 

and support.  
 

www.somersetcommunityconnect.org.uk 

MEDICAL   

Langport Surgery 01458 250464 www.langportsurgery.co.uk 

North Curry Health Centre 01823 490505 www.northcurryhealthcentre.co.uk 

Musgrove Park Hospital 01823 333444 www.tsft.nhs.uk 

Yeovil District Hospital 01935 475122 www.yeovilhospital.co.uk 

SOMERSET COUNTY COUNCIL 0300 123 2224 www.somerset.gov.uk 

County Councillor - Awaits  email:  

Highways and Travel  www.travelsomerset.gov.uk 

Rights of Way-Volunteer & Trails Officer 01823 358250 www.roam.somerset.gov.uk/roam/map 

Somerset Waste Partnership 01823 625700 www.somersetwaste.gov.uk 

SOUTH SOMERSET DISTRICT COUNCIL 01935 462462 www.southsomerset.gov.uk 

District Councillor - Malcolm Cavill 01823 481335 malcolm.cavill@southsomerset.gov.uk 

PARISH COUNCIL   

Kate Beacham (Chair) 6 Ganges Close 01460 281414 

Laura Howard (Vice Chair) The Old Manse 01460 282911 

Robert (Rob) Wynn Meldon 01460 281288 

Bruce Ferguson Dr. Poolhayes Swell 01458 250138 

Dave Braddock  24 Ganges Close 07902 860648 

   

Jayne Parsons (Clerk) 

White Lias House, 
Turnhill Rd, High Ham 

TA10 9DF 

07432 275954 

E-Mail contact for all matters  fiveheadpc@gmail.com 

USEFUL CONTACTS     

Drama Group—Kevin Stevens  

                         Harry Price 

07794 226149 

01460 281573 

kevinmstevens11@gmail.com 

harryprice183@btinternet.com 

Playing Fields — Frank Doggett 01460 281549  

Sue Atwell Shop 07930278600 sue.atwell@hotmail.co.uk 

The Crown Inn 01460 281322 snpubsltd@gmail.com 

Short Mat Bowls— Heather Gorton 01460 281995 h.gorton74@gmail.com 
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Parish Council                        Parish Council News 

Local elections were brought forward this year to coincide 

with the first election of the Unitary Council and the Annual 

Meeting of the Parish Council was held on Monday 9 May.   

Dave Braddock was welcomed as a new Councillor; since 

moving to Fivehead in 2020, Dave has been a volunteer, with 

his wife Mary (our Parish Paths Liaison Officer), helping to 

keeping the parish footpaths clear, and also planting and 

tending Langford Corner.  He will be continuing with this and 

other conservation jobs around the village, and is passionate 

about looking after the rural countryside.  Vacancies for two further Councillors were advertised in 

May and the Council hopes to co-opt to fill these at its next meeting on 6 June.   

Councillors Ken Male and Nina Cameron attended their last Council meeting in April, when they 

were thanked for their long-standing contribution to the community.  Ken had served for 37 years, 

including over ten of those as Chair, and had brought first-hand experience of rural and farming 

matters, with local knowledge, having grown up in Fivehead; Ken will continue to be available for 

advice as needed (and his trailer!).   

Nina has lived in Fivehead since 1982 and been a councillor for over 10 years; she and her 

husband will soon be moving.  Nina has taken a special interest in environmental matters, helping 

with some of the practical aspects of keeping the village in order (including litter picking, traffic/

highways issues, and spring-cleaning the bus shelter) and organising our Welcome Pack for new 

residents.  We wish both Ken and Nina well for the future. 

Fivehead Environment Group (Green Group for short) restarted in April, chaired by Councillor Rob 

Wynn.  This is a working group, led by the Parish Council, to take forward our local environment 

strategy, based on the themes laid out by South Somerset District Council.  You can read more 

about current environmental initiatives on the South Somerset Environment website - https://

www.southsomersetenvironment.co.uk/ 

We are pleased that the Annual Parish Meeting will be back to normal, on 1 June at 6.30pm, in the 

Village Hall.  This will be an opportunity to hear reports from local organisations and to chat about 

local issues over a glass of wine.   

The ‘double’ Bank Holiday weekend, with Jubilee celebrations, is coming up in a few days’ time, 

giving another chance for residents to get together.  Thanks to a small group 

of volunteers, there are lots of activities planned, including a nostalgic BYO 

picnic lunch at the Village Hall/Playing Field, with prizes for Jubilee-themed 

competitions and hot dogs!  The Green Group is also hosting two guided 

walks to explore our beautiful parish through our parish paths (see next page).  

Full details can be found on the parish website and Facebook. 

Some final good news - Fivehead Book Exchange, which was temporarily 

suspended whilst the defibrillator was installed earlier this year, is returning in June, thanks to two 

new village volunteers.   

We wish everyone a great summer! 

Jayne Parsons  Parish Clerk  Email: fiveheadpc@gmail.com 
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Parish Council - other news 

                      Join the Green Group for  

            Fivehead Jubilee Walks… 
                                                                             

 

 

Thursday 2 June:  Starts 9.30am at Village Hall Car Park. Distance 7km (about 5 miles). Easy 
walking south of the village with some shortcuts for those who want a shorter walk.  Return to 
Village Hall by midday. 

 

Friday 3 June:  Starts 10.30am at Crown Inn Car Park. Distance 5km (about 3 miles). More 
strenuous walking North over Fivehead Ridge and returning via Cathanger (with a few more hills 
than Thursday’s walk). Return to Pub by midday. 

For more details. please contact marybraddock@btinternet.com 

 

      

Some of the improvements helping to make our parish paths more accessible for all, with thanks to 
Somerset County Council and our Footpaths volunteers.  Photos courtesy of Mary Braddock. 

 

     

***Stop press: Clerk vacancy for North Curry Parish Council*** 

The Clerk at North Curry is moving on.  Applications are invited by 10pm on Monday 6 June. For 
more details, please contact North Curry Parish Council Office on 01823 490136. 

Join in with one of 
the walks to see 
more… 
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100 Club Winners 

 Village Hall Management Committee 
 The View from the Village Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are pleased to announce that by the time you read this Wi-Fi will have been installed in the hall.  

The hall is now around 17 years old, and needs several repairs and things replaced; for example the 

underfloor heating is about to undergo some work, the hot water cylinder needs replacing plus there are 

external issues. It is in fact an extensive list.  

We are seeking grant funding for some of this work but we will have to do some fundraising ourselves and 

we will have a list of events soon. 

 

Contacts:          Chairperson: Kevin Stevens 07794226149 

                           Treasurer & Booking Clerk: Richard Hadfield  01460 281904 

                           Secretary: Dave Cunningham 01460 281651 

 

 April 2022   May 2022  

No. 86 L. Porter £50 No. 67 P. Knight £50 

No. 80 A. Leyburn £25 No. 43 M. Brett £25 

No. 91 B. Whittle £15 No. 54 L. Hoover £15 

No.119 D. Burdon £10 No. 70 C. McHardy £10 

 

.Fivehead Short Mat Bowls 
The Fivehead Short Mat Bowls meet on a Monday evening at 7.30pm for 2 hours of exercise, friendly 

competition and good company with Tea & Biscuits (Sometimes cakes). We have a regular 8 -10      

members but there is room for more so that we could have 2 full mats each time. 

If you want to try something new and meet your fellow villagers come along, you only need flat soled 

shoes or even carpet slippers; other equipment is available and your first night is free, thereafter £2.50 

per week. 

Further details contact: Heather   01460 281995   email  h.gorton74@gmail.com 
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Fivehead Rights of Way 

How about trying out some of the Village Footpaths now that Spring is here?  

With the longer days and warmer weather, a gentle stroll around the countryside can be delightful. 

However, footpaths get easily overgrown. Just let me know if you experience a problem while you are 

out and about and send me an email or leave a message for me at The Stable. My email is 

marybraddock@btinternet.com 

We have a great team of volunteers in the Village who keep an eye out on 

the paths so we can all enjoy them. Several problems have been recorded 

over the last 6 months and most of them have been dealt with either by 

our volunteers or by the Trails team at Somerset County Council. There 

are a couple of issues remaining, a blocked ditch on Watery Lane 

(Stillbrook Lane) and a collapsed bank making access towards Fivehead 

River difficult south-west of Hay Bridge; both have been reported. 

Many of you will have noticed the new finger posts and gates that have 

been put in on several paths around the village. The reason for the 

replacement gates has been to replace old and unstable stiles that made 

access unsafe or difficult. Hopefully these new gates have made it 

possible for some people to get around places they have not been able to 

access for some time.  

The path from Cathanger that goes across the A378 and down onto the 

fields bordering West Sedgemoor has now been completely overhauled.  

Steps have been put in at the top of the path and the existing ones off the 

A378 have been cleaned and spruced up.  The old high wobbly stile north 

of the A378 has been replaced by a gate. This work now means it is 

possible to walk around the Village of Fivehead. 

This is great news and big thank you to Somerset County Council for 

sorting out these problems. 

By the time you read this the Queens Jubilee Weekend will have come 

and gone. Since your last Newsletter we worked out that we could have a 

couple of led walks over the Bank Holiday. Hopefully you saw or heard 

about the adverts for these walks and were able to join in if you wanted to. 

Apologies if you did not hear about them in time, but if there is an appetite 

to do more of these we can make some arrangements for future 

wanderings around the village. 

To celebrate the successful 10 years of  The Stable Coffee Shop they will be presenting an exhibition in 

July details as follows 

 

Arts & Crafts Exhibition 

7th-10th July 

(10.00am - 4.00pm) 

11th July 

(10.00am - Noon) 

The usual services and refreshments will be available  
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Folk & Acoustic Music Night -The Crown Inn 

 

 

 

Despite competing with the FA Cup Final, Tim Brine and Sue Franklin gave us a brilliant evening of 

music last Saturday with plenty of chorus songs getting the audience singing heartily. Their eclectic mix 

of songs included one by Richard Thompson and several of their own compositions such as Tolpuddle 

Man and the satirical No Cause for alarm.  Tim played guitar and Gazouki (an eight-stringed instrument 

crossed between a guitar and a bazouki) whilst Sue played guitar, mandolin and an assortment of 

whistles and recorders, their voices blending beautifully. No wonder then that the audience rapturously 

demanded an encore! We were not disappointed! Thank you Tim and Sue.  

Having had only a few floorsingers for the past couple of months, it was a joy to have seven acts this 

time with each performing two songs. It was especially good to welcome three new floorsingers to the 

Crown, Keith Ovenden, Josh and Valerie.  

We welcome a return visit from James Slater, popular singer and guitarist whose repertoire includes a 

wide range of Americana, Blues and his own compositions, delivered with characteristic humour. 

James's first solo CD "Bitter Truths" was released in 2018 and in June he will be introducing some 

songs from his forthcoming new CD. 

James will be joined on this occasion by friends - watch this space for more information....! 

Music will begin at 7.30pm. As usual floorsingers are welcome to sing and/or play in the first half - until 

the beer break at 8.30pm. Simply sign up in the book on the night, or email me in advance.  

Future Bookings 

July 9th.           Benn Banks & Leslie Phillips 

August             No meeting 

Sept 10th         Wildwood Jack 

Keep acoustic music live ! 

Laurie 

For more information contact Laurie Burn laurieguitars@gmail.com  07854 750545 

To contact Chris & Clare at The Crown Inn    01460 281322 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James Slater 

Your next guest singer at 

The Crown Inn 

Saturday June 11th 
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Charity Theatre Trips for 2022/2023 

Charity Theatre Trips is an enjoyable way to support our Langport & District Red 

Cross by taking a coach to Bristol Hippodrome to see a superb show. Contact Chris 

on 01458 273085 or charitytheatretrips@btinternet.com or at 

www.charitytheatretrips.com. 

Our next trips are to Mamma Mia! on 20
th
 June and Les Miserables on 19

th
 July. Tickets are in very short supply, 

but do ask. Then we plan to go to see: 

Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dream-coat on September 5
th
; £47 and £56   Disney’s Beauty and the 

Beast on October 20
th
:  £53 and £73  Raymonda, English Nation Ballet: on November 24

th
: £42 and £47 (special 

offer) Cinderella starring Craig Revel Horwood on December 12th £53 

 All are evening trips and all depend on at least 25 tickets being purchased. 

 Details of Raymonde: ‘Love and Courage in a Time Of War’ 

England, 1854. Raymonda runs away from her comfortable life to become a nurse in the Crimean War as did 

Florence Nightingale. There, she becomes engaged to a soldier, John, but soon develops feelings for his friend 

Abdur, a leader of the Ottoman army. As turmoil grows around and inside her, who will she give her heart to? This 

adaptation keeps the best of the 19th-century original – its glorious and sensuous score by Alexander Glazunov 

and the classical choreography of ballet genius Marius Petipa – and updates it with a dramatic new story, 

 

 Clare and Chris welcome you to 

The CROWN INN Fivehead 

Opening hours:  

Tues, Wed, Thurs & Fri 3-11pm 

Sat 12-11pm 

Sun 12-10pm 

 

Quiz night every Wednesday.  £1 per person. 8.30pm. Just turn up and join in! 

Every Friday 8.00pm - Chase the Joker and Spin the wheel - £1 ticket 

Meat raffle 5
th
 June & 3

rd
 July.  3pm –£1 ticket 

Folk and Acoustic Night 7.30pm.   11
th
 June & 9

th
 July 

 

Keep an eye on our Facebook page to see when Rob’s hot dog van will be at the Crown 

01460 281322                      snpubsltd@gmail.com                 The CROWN INN is on Facebook     
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UNITED BENEFICE OF CURRY RIVEL,  
FIVEHEAD AND SWELL 

 

St Martin’s Fivehead 

  

 Churchwardens 
Ellen Balmer  Tel: 01460 281578 

Trish Allen      Tel: 01460 281674 

  
 
 
 

Rector: 
Revd. Scott Patterson 
Tel:  01458 251375 

  
  

  

 

St Catherine’s Swell 

  

 Churchwarden 
  
Anna Rees   Tel: 01458 253067 

Scott’s Spot – Our Queen at her Platinum Jubilee 

          Last month in the Curry Rivel News, I wrote about the extraordinary effect that the life of Jesus has had, 

and continues to have, on the world. This ‘one solitary life’, which included none of the things we might usually 

associate with greatness, went on to shape the world like no other. Literally billions of lives have been 

transformed by Christ’s teachings, his self-less example, his eye-witnessed acts of Divine power, and, ultimately, 

the sacrificial giving of himself to death on a cross. And amongst those multitudes stands another extraordinary 

life of sacrificial service, one that we celebrate this month.   

          Our Queen is by any measure a remarkable woman. Here are some facts. She’s the longest reigning 

monarch in British history. She never went to university, but she has been the adviser and confidante to 14 British 

Prime Ministers. She is a 96-year–old senior citizen, but still works many hours a week. She employs about one 

thousand two hundred people, but feeds her own dogs. She can rebuild the 3462cc engine of an Austin K2 

Ambulance, trek hatless for hours on her Fell pony, but she looks entirely elegant in the 488 diamond Koloshnik 

tiara. She is the most famous woman in the world, but seems as relaxed in a school or residential care home as 

in the company of celebrities or other Heads of State. She is the Supreme Governor of the Church of England, 

attends church weekly, even on holiday, and prays daily.  

  She has no power to make political decisions, but her personal authority has brought nations together. She 

has had a gruelling travel and work schedule for over 65 years but as the political commentator Andrew Marr 

once pointed out: ‘There are no reliable recorded incidents of the Queen losing her temper, using bad language, 

or refusing to carry out a duty expected of her.’ Most of us would find it hard to match that record for one week 

never mind 70 years! 

   So what’s the secret of the Queen’s remarkable consistency of character and extraordinary contribution to 

nation, Commonwealth and the global community? Well that’s a question she herself answered in 2002. She 

wrote: ‘I know just how much I rely on my faith to guide me through the good times and the bad. Each day is a 

new beginning. I know that the only way to live my life is to try to do what is right, to take the long view, to give of 

my best in all that the day brings, and to put my trust in God…I draw strength from the message of hope in the 

Christian gospel.’ 

    Just over 70 years ago at her first Christmas Broadcast as she prepared for her Coronation the following 

June, she asked the nation for prayer. As she reflected recently on this request she wrote: ‘I have been - and 

remain – very grateful to you for your prayers and to God for his steadfast love. I have indeed seen His 

faithfulness.’ 

Congratulations, your Majesty, on 70 years of faithful, joyful, persevering, generous-hearted, reign. We thank you, 

and we thank God for you. 

Revd. Scott. 
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The United Benefice of Curry Rivel, Fivehead & Swell  

Welcome to our Benefice. Here are the planned services for the months ahead.   

If you would like to receive the latest Benefice news. Information, prayers, recent talks 

and other helpful material, then, to be added to the Benefice email list, please contact the 

Rector Revd. Scott Paterson at: scottr.patterson@btinternet.com 

BCP = Book of Common Prayer, CW = Common Worship, UB = United Benefice  

  Planned Services for June  

Sunday 5th. (Pentecost Sunday)  

 10.00am.United Benefice All Age Service with Communion Fivehead 

Thursday 9th. 10.00am. Prayer Book Communion in the Old School Room Curry Rivel 

Sunday 12th. (Trinity Sunday)  

 9.30am. BCP Prayer Book Communion Service Swell 

 11.00am. Parish Communion Service Curry Rivel 

Sunday 19th. 9.30am. Morning Worship Fivehead 

 11.00am. All Age Family & Friends Service Curry Rivel 

 12.15pm. Said Communion Service (CW) Curry Rivel 

Thursday 24th. 10.00am. Prayer Book Communion in the Old School Room Curry Rivel 

Sunday 26th. 9.30am. Parish Communion (CW) Fivehead 
 11.00am. A Service of Morning Worship Curry Rivel 

 6.00pm. Prayer Book Evensong (BCP) Swell 

 Planned Services for July  

Sunday 3rd. 10.00am. All Age Family & Friends Service + Refreshments Fivehead 

 11.15am. Said Communion Service (CW) Fivehead 

 6.00pm. Evening Worship Curry Rivel 

Thursday 7th. 10.00am. Prayer Book Communion in the Old School Room Curry Rivel 

Sunday 10th. 9.30am.BCP Prayer Book Communion Service Swell 

 11.00am. Parish Communion Service (CW) Curry Rivel 

Saturday 16th. 3.30 to 5.30pm.  

   

   

 In the Old School Room Curry Rivel 

Sunday 17th. 9.30am. Morning Worship Fivehead 

 11.00am. All Age Family & Friends Service Curry Rivel 

 12.15pm. Said Communion Service (CW) Curry Rivel 

Thursday 21st. 10.00am Prayer Book Communion in the Old School Room Curry Rivel 

Sunday 24th. 9.30am. Parish Communion (CW) Fivehead 

 11.00am. A Service of Morning Worship Curry Rivel 

 6.00pm. Prayer Book Evensong (BCP) Swell 

Sunday 31st. 10.00am 5th Sunday United Benefice All Age Communion Swell 

   

 The Lord lives! Praise be to my Rock!  

 Exalted be God my Saviour!  

 (Psalm 18 verse 46)  
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Now that early Summer is here, three birds that you should easily see and hear around the village, in your back 

garden or while you are having a quick pint at The Crown, are swallow, house martin and swift. There is nothing 

better than relaxing on a warm summer evening and listening to the chatter and buzzes of swallows and house 

martins and the screaming call of the swift as it flies past. All three are declining in numbers due to lack of suitable 

breeding sites and problems where they winter in Africa. Lack of old barns for swallows and PVC soffits and eaves 

make it hard for house martins to make their nests “stick” and loss of holes for the swift. 

The house martin is a small bird with glossy blue/black plumage and pure white belly and a 

distinctive white rump with a forked tail. It spends most of its time on the wing collecting insect 

prey. They are summer migrants and spend the winter in Africa and start to arrive here again 

mid-April. They feed on aerial insects so are mostly seen around towns and villages especially 

near ponds and mixed agriculture. The breeding season lasts from around May till late August 

and usually lay 4 or 5 white eggs. 

 Being dependent on flying insects any cold or wet spells can cause trouble for the hungry youngsters. If there is a 

food shortage then the nestlings can survive for a few days without food by drawing on their large fat reserves and 

going into a torpor, a kind of hibernation. The chicks leave after 22-25 days. Once fledged the young return to the 

nest to roost and to be fed for several days by the parents, then they fly off to form pre-migratory flocks. Sometimes 

they have two or three broods a year. Colonies are traditional and nest sites are used each year. Male birds often 

return to the colony they fledged from while females tend to settle several kilometres away. They are short lived 

birds and most only breed for one or two years, but some have been known to breed for 4 or 5 years. 

One of the best ways to help them is to put up artificial nest boxes. We now have eight boxes under the eaves of the 

front of our house. Six or seven young fledged last year and we are expecting double that this year. I think twelve will 

be the maximum number of nests to be put up. They prefer a North or East aspect. As long as you do not put the 

nests above windows, then you will have no problems with them being messy! 

Swallows are small birds with dark glossy blue plumage, red throats, and long streamers. 

Usually, they are the first back from Africa and in folklore the harbinger of summer like the 

cuckoo. They need areas where there is a ready and accessible supply of small insects. They 

love open pasture with access to water and quiet farm buildings. They prefer to nest on ledges 

in outbuildings. They can enter buildings through a small hole or a slightly opened window or 

door. It can even be dark inside as it gives them more protection. Again, artificial nest can be put 

on high ledges on old barns or garages as long as windows and doors are left open. British swallows winter in South 

Africa, they fly through France, Spain and into Morocco and across the Sahara and return again in the spring. They 

migrate during the day and can cover two hundred miles a day. They migrate at low altitudes and find food on the 

way. Many are lost over the Sahara Desert and many die from starvation, exhaustion and in storms. 

The swift is a medium-sized aerial bird, which is a superb flyer, eating sleeping bathing and even mating on the 

wing. Swifts are plain sooty brown with a white throat but against the light they look black with 

long scythe like wings and a short, forked tail. Swifts only usually land when feeding chicks at 

the nest and brooding the eggs. Swifts are the fasted birds in level flight with an impressive top 

speed of 69mph. They are usually the last of the three to arrive back, usually at the beginning of 

May. They are also the first to migrate back to Africa usually late July or early August, flying 

around 3400 miles, twice a year. Swifts can fly fifty miles a day to go looking for food for their 

chicks. As the bird is hunting the insects are collected in the back of the throat and bound together into a ball which 

is periodically eaten or taken back to the nest. These balls can contain thousands of insects. In cool and rough 

weather substantial number of swifts feed over water where insects are easier to catch, when the weather is warm, 

they follow the insects higher. They are extremely sensitive to low pressure and harsh weather, so they have 

adapted to fly around a patcrain. Special artificial nest boxes can also be put up and a tape of nesting swifts is 

played to encourage them. 

If you want more information on the types of nest boxes and their placement, then get in touch at 

davebraddock349@gmail.com. Also do not forget to send your wildlife sightings to me.  

Fivehead Nature Watch           Dave Braddock 
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CURRY RIVEL CHURCH OF ENGLAND 

PRIMARY SCHOOL UPDATE…….  

‘Caring, Curious and Confident’ ……..  

  ‘Healthy trees bearing good fruit’ – Matthew 7 v 17 ……………..  

It has been a busy time at Curry Rivel Church of England Primary School, filled with excited children 
sharing their learning with me; Camelot children have been telling me about ‘abstract and collective 
nouns’; Discovery pupils have been learning about Humanism in RE; football skills have been 
developed in Gala and all classes have been writing some wonderful poetry.   

 ‘Love’ and ‘hope’ are core values in our Church of England School, demonstrated by the children this 
week when we welcomed a new Ukrainian pupil. One of their classmates said, “Well, they have 
chosen the right school, as we will give them a warm welcome”. Values in action.  

 After two years of incredible disruption, our Year 6 pupils completed their SATs tests with 
determination and a positive attitude; they were well prepared and had worked really hard to be ready 
for these exams. A big thank you to them for being such great ambassadors for our school. Thank you 
also to their parents/carers who have supported them, to Miss Tucker, Mrs Shaw, Mrs Langford and 
Miss Andrews for their teaching and for demonstrating incredible care and compassion, and finally to 
governors who served the pupils a SATs buster breakfast; marginal gain does make a difference!  

 Mrs Hannah van Cole has joined me on our school leadership team- the children have been enjoying 
her leading Collective Worship on Wednesdays. She is working with me to ensure teaching and 
learning continues to develop, and we enjoyed a learning walk this week, where we observed calm 
behaviour, high levels of engagement by the pupils and huge breadth and interest in the curriculum:  

• Pippin were learning about the continents of the world.  

• Marigold were recalling their learning about living things and life cycles from last term and were 
completing an exciting materials scientific investigation.  

• Gala pupils were considering ‘important things’ in RE.  

• Discovery were finding out about signs and symptoms of an asthma attack in PSHE  

• Camelot were creating musical composition on ‘’GarageBand’  

• Blenheim were programming new ‘microbits’.  

Not only are we all busy learning across the curriculum, but we have trips, a residential & enrichment 
workshops planned, as well as delivering after school clubs (Spanish, Rounders, Athletics, Country 
Dancing, Science and Mindfulness to name just a few), preparing for PTA events like the disco, 
Summer Fair and end of term events such as Sports Day, New Classes Day and Year 6/7 transition.   

 If you would like to find out more about our wonderful school, please visit our website or arrange a 
visit: www.curryrivelprimary.co.uk                         

Tel: 01458 251 404  

Mrs Ali Pook 

Head Teacher 

                                    
                            

   Year 6 pupils 
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Baptist Church               www.fiveheadbaptist.co.uk 

 

                         Rev. Matthew Cottingham                                                                

 

                                                                                                    Thoughts from The Manse 

I recently taught one of our daughters to ride a bike. It’s one of those things a parent does and it followed the usual 

pattern. We started with me holding both saddle and handlebars, taking the weight of the bike and keeping it 

balanced as I pushed her forward. At this point my daughter was simply getting a feel for sitting on a bike and 

moving. Later on I was able to let go of the handlebars and only hold the saddle. I was still taking the weight of 

keeping her balanced but my daughter was now getting used to turning the pedals, steering the bike, and having 

some say over its movement. As time went on I could feel that she was learning to balance, requiring less work from 

me to keep her upright. Eventually I was able to let go of the saddle completely and let her ride the bike on her own. 

The more she did this the more confident she became. She can now ride a bike! I felt very proud of her. 

Often God’s grace works like this in our lives too. As a Father he doesn’t want to just click his fingers every time and 

magically make things happen for us in an instant as we sit back doing nothing. He knows that wouldn’t do us much 

good in the long run. We are his children and he wants us to learn and grow and progress as he accompanies us 

through life’s experiences. Sometimes God may need to begin by taking all the weight, holding on to saddle and 

handlebars to keep us upright, but gradually over time he helps us learn and grow, teaching us through our 

experiences so that we learn to trust him and care for ourselves and each other and our world. Like a parent 

teaching their child to ride a bike, we often find God gives us just enough grace to take the next step, knowing that 

this will then lead to the next... and so on. 

In the circumstances of life we might want things to happen in an instant. We might wish God would just take control 

and ride the bike for us as we sit in a sidecar! But, as any parent knows, it’s only when the child gets on the bike that 

they can begin to gain the confidence and skill of riding a bike for themselves. Only then can strength be built. Only 

then can new opportunities and blessings come. And God smiles with delight to see us learn and grow and take off 

into new territory together with him. 

Rev. Matthew Cottington. 

 

News from the Stable – June 2022                                                                   

The Stable café is celebrating 10 years since opening! We are so grateful to all the visitors and volunteers who have 

helped the café become a thriving part of our village over those past 10 years. We continue to feel very blessed each 

day as we see so many local people and groups using the café. It has always been our hope that The Stable will be 

a blessing to Fivehead, offering a welcoming place for all and adding to the life of the community. As well as serving 

food and drink we also display and sell work from local artists, craftspeople, and producers. We are very grateful to 

everyone who has brought work for display. The Post Office joins us every Thursday afternoon, bringing an important 

service to the community. It has also been great to provide a fun and friendly space for local youngsters through our 

Youth Café on Thursday evenings. We continue to give to local and worldwide charitable causes through our regular 

income and the tips jar. 

As part of our 10 year celebrations we will be holding an arts & crafts exhibition together with Fivehead Baptist 

Church from 7
th
 - 11

th
 June. The exhibition is intended to show some of the talents of both church and café 

volunteers. The Stable will be open throughout the exhibition with some extra treats added to the menu! Anyone for a 

cream tea? 

We hope to see you soon. The Stable’s regular opening times are Wednesday (2pm – 4:30pm), Thursday & Friday 

(10am – 4:30pm), Saturday (10am – 1pm) 

Arts & Crafts Exhibition opening times are 7
th
 - 10

th
 June (10am – 4pm), 11

th
 June(10am – 12noon). Free entry. Café         

open throughout 
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Where local people recommend  

good quality and  trustworthy businesses 

 
Get your job done right, first time. 

Avoid cowboys and rogue traders 

Not online? 

Call Nick: 01823 218222 

For your free printed guide 

 

St Martin’s 

Bellringers 

 

Every Monday 7.15pm. 

At the Church 

 

 Contact Details 

 

linda.elphick160@btinternet.com 
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‘your local wine merchant’ 

 

Vine Wine is based in Fivehead and is run and owned by Paddy 
Magill, who has over 30 years in the trade. They have wines from 

all corners of the world and for everyone’s budgets. They can 
supply free glass loan for parties and weddings etc and will 

supply all wines on a sale or return basis. 

 

To find out more, please call Paddy on 07768 795 904 or e-mail 
him on 

paddy.magill@vine-wine.co.uk  

To see their full list of wines go to www.vine-wine.co.uk 

 
Baptist Church 

Contact Lunches 

For those living alone a 

chance to get out and 

meet others 

Third Tuesday each 

month in the Baptist 

Church Hall 

2 course lunch £4 

To book contact 

KAREN 

01460 258942 

Or 

karenburn79@gmail.com 

 The Crown Inn 

Wednesday quiz night 

8.30pm 

 

£1 per person  

Teams of up to 4 

Winning team gets half the 

proceeds 

The other half goes to 

Dorset & Somerset 

Air Ambulance 

 

Editor’s Comment 
 

Let us all hope that the Met Office forecast of a Barbeque Summer is correct and the Village can make 
use of the new outside seating at the Crown Inn and maybe they might even put on a barbeque or two ! 

It is however disappointing that some 6 months after it reopening to great enthusiasm, and a new kitchen 

having been installed, we still do not have a date when the first food will be served.  

 

Unfortunately, I fear the longer this uncertainty lasts the greater the loss of enthusiasm, and even         
appetite of the potential customers will be. 

 

Rob’s delightful hot dogs are not really what this Village wants or needs in the way of food from it’s pub. 
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Sue Atwell Soft Furnishings 

Countryside Giftware 

Village Shop 

Bespoke Curtains, Blinds, Cushions 

Wide Range of Quality Fabrics 

Giftware for all occasions 

Milk, Bread, Groceries, Fruit & Vegetables 

Cheese, Cream, Eggs 

Open 8.30 am – 5.00 pm.   Monday – Friday 

8.30 am – 1.00 pm – Saturday 

At Fivehead Service Station    Telephone 07930278600    

 

 

The Crown Inn 

Chase the Joker 

Game every Friday 

£1 per Raffle Ticket. 

Whoever finds the 

Joker 

Wins the pot 

20% 

Goes to charity 

 

The Village Shop 

Summer is here and 

we are stocking 

Local Strawberries 

& 

Cornish New       

Potatoes 

Be quick they sell 

fast! 

Langport Red Cross Shop 

Langport Red Cross shop urgently needs new volunteers to help out.  

We open from 10 - 12 each morning, except Sunday. Most volunteers do between once a 

month and twice a week, so it need not be a huge commitment and we are very flexible.  

Do pop in one morning and give us the once over. 

Chris Cox 

Group Leader 

Contacts: 01458 273085, 07963 689 699, cox.cj@btinternet.com 
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Fivehead Drama Group 
 

Informal get-together 

Last Tuesday 

Of The  

Month 

 

7.30pm 

at 

The Crown Inn 

 

All welcome 

Next meeting 

26th.April 

 

Post Office Services 

 

available at 

 

The Stable 

on 

Thursdays 

The Crown Inn 

Fancy a nice joint for the 

Sunday Roast 

or 

A Mixed Grill 

 

Then join the Monthly Meat 

Raffle 

1st Sunday of every month 

£1 ticket secures your entry 
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Fivehead Playing Field News 

Bingo is Back! 

We are pleased to announce that our popular bingo is returning after a two year gap.  Saturday 3rd 

September is the date for your diary and we look forward to a “full house” in the Village Hall when Kevin 

Stevens begins calling the numbers.  Eyes down 7.30pm. 

Whatever Next? 

When the phone rang before 8am on Saturday 14 May, it turned out to be from a hot air 

balloon company reporting an unscheduled landing on the Playing Field.  They needed 

someone with a key, to release the security post at the entrance gate, so they could get 

their vehicles in to retrieve the equipment and transport the 16 passengers.  We duly 

obliged, and it was all over by 10 am.  Whatever next? 

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 

Balloons of a different kind could well be among the decorations on Sunday 5 June.  It 

promises to be a memorable event with so many of us enjoying “the Big Jubilee Lunch” 

celebrating her Majesty's 70 years on the throne. 

Walking Football 

If you can remember Best, Charlton, Moore, Hurst, Pele or even Maradona (perhaps not Maradona) this 

may be for you.  We are trying to promote Walking Football in Fivehead which is a sensible way of 

keeping fit and having fun. 

Over 55’s men and women if interested please contact Dave Allen on 281674 or email 

david12249@btinternet.com 

Frank Doggett                 Chairperson 

Fivehead Drama Group 
We are sorry we had to postpone the pantomime again but look forward to presenting it next January; we 

have invested too heavily to pass up the opportunity of putting on Sherlock Holmes and the Hound of 

the Basketcases. 

Those people who have not taken the refund for their tickets, if this is to be regarded as a donation many 

thanks for your generous action. However if it is because you were unable to get to the sales points if you 

present those tickets when purchasing for the new show in January  they will be exchanged for new     

tickets. 

Moving on, we have decided to present our Summer Revue on Friday 2nd September. It will be to     

celebrate the Queen’s 70 years reign. The theme will be set in the 7 decades when we hope to present 

some music, comedy or celebrity from each by way of hit songs, groups, musicals, TV programmes or 

even adverts from each to invoke memories of days gone by and nostalgia. 

Accordingly we will be meeting on a regular basis during the summer to bring the whole thing together 

and as usual we will be serving a ploughman’s supper during the interval; audience seating will be at 

round tables. More news about tickets etc. later. 
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Food & Drink 
Whole Baked Salmon 

Ingredients 

 
 

Method 

Wipe the fish with a damp kitchen towel, butter the foil, take half the remaining butter and 

spread over the fish and season with the salt & pepper and herbs and lemon zest. Place the 

other half in the cavity of the fish together with the bay leaves. 

Wrap the foil over the fish to make a loose but tightly sealed parcel. Put the foil parcel on a 

heatproof plate or dish and place in the preheated oven 373°F Gas Mark 3, 180°C. Bake for 10 

minutes to the pound plus 10 minutes for fish up to 8 lbs. 

Remove from the oven and to serve cold, allow the salmon to cool in the foil. When cold 

carefully remove the foil and the skin from the fish. Move to a serving platter and surround with 

sliced cucumber, watercress, and serve with mayonnaise. 

To serve hot, remove the foil and skin after removing from the oven and carefully remove 

portions off the bone and serve with buttered new potatoes and green vegetable of your choice 

and a herb & lemon sauce. 

1 Whole Salmon cleaned & scaled Zest of 1 lemon 

2-3 oz Butter Fresh herbs of choice (Dill, Parsley) 

2-3 Bay leaves Sheet of Foil double thickness 

Salt & Freshly ground Black pepper   

 
 

 

Wine Pairing for this month’s recipe. Wine selection by Paddy Magill  Vine Wine 

 

Sauvignon Blanc, Myth of Moto Nui - Chile 

List Price £8.95        Fivehead Price £7.95 

This wine is made to be drunk in the sunshine and with this delicious salmon dish. 

Very similar to Kiwi Sauvignon, but just a little bit more reserved. 
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                 Relax and Stretch                          

                        PILATES  
           Fivehead Village Hall 

Every Tuesday at 6.30-7.30pm and Thursday at 10.00-

11.00am  

Come a long and en joy an hour of                              

P i lates exercise and relaxation.  

            Stretch your body and relax your mind.  

Cal l  Sar ah  for  more detai l s  and to  book your 

p lace on:  ( H ) 0 145 8 2 595 25 (M)  07 796  28 8 5 96     

  

  

  

Andy Graham 
Heating Engineer 

Gas Safe (LPG & Natural Gas) & OFTEC registered 

(boilers & AGAs) 

 

Friendly. Local. Reliable. 

Boiler installations, servicing & repairs.  

General plumbing. 

 

07812 044703  andy@grahamheating.co.uk 

Ilminster Chiropractic  

& Wellbeing 

 

Registered Practitioners in Chiropractic, 
Sports Massage & Foot Health Care 

 

Health & Beauty Therapy 

Including Hot Stone Massage, Facials, Manicures, Pedi-
cures, Shellac Gel Nails& Waxing 

Tel: 01460 54552 

www.ilminsterwellbeing.co.uk 

 Bawden Cleaning Services Ltd 
 Window Cleaning Inside & Out 
 Gutters, Fascias, Soffits, Downpipes 
 Conservatories  Roofs 
 Carpet Cleaning 
 Patio cleaning 

Tel: 01823 690154  Mobile 07590 636079 
Email kevin@bawdencleaning.co.uk 

Bawden Cleaning.com 
Cleaning windows in Fivehead over 30 years 

Does your child need a tutor? 
 I am a qualified teacher, specialising in  

English, French and German to GCSE level. 
I have worked in many schools and have a lot of 

experience engaging even the most reluctant  
student!  

I have enhanced DBS. 
 My charges are £25 per hour, either on line or 

face to face. I am based in Fivehead and  
a taster tutorial will cost £15! 

Lesley Clayton The Old Forge Fivehead 07875735603 
lesley.clayton15@gmail.com 
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G. J. BAILEY 

ELECTRICIAN 

 

New builds, re-wires, extensions, garages, kitchen/bathroom re-furbs,  

Fault Finding, Test and Inspection 

 

COMPETITIVELY PRICED 

 

PLEASE PHONE FOR A FRIENDLY, HELPFUL CHAT 

EXPERIENCED IN ALL ELECTRICAL WORK 

 

Tel: 01460 781899; 07971 558874 Email:gbailey522@btinternet.com 

 

City & Guilds Qualified: 

2360 (electrical installation theory) Pt 1 2360 (installation, commissioning and fault diagnosis) Pt 2 

2381 (16th edition regs) 2391 (inspection, testing and certification of electrical installations) 

 KEV’S CLEANING SERVICES LTD 
Friendly team of reliable and trustworthy window cleaners 

Window cleaning inside and out 

We also empty, unblock and clean guttering, 

Fascias, soffits, downpipes, conservatories and roofs. 

We can fix leaking guttering. Regular and one off cleans! 

 

 (01823) 272260 - mobile  07885 451628 - email kevsclean-

ing@btinternet.com   

www.kevscleaningservices.co.uk 

GUARANTEED   a professional and satisfactory job! 

  

Julian’s Handyman Services 
A friendly, professional and reliable service helping keep your 
home just the way you want it. No job too small. Please call to 
discuss your requirements. 

A wide variety of experience including: 
 Small scale building projects 
 Household fittings and repairs 
 Kitchen and bathroom improvements 
 Painting and decorating 
 Garden maintenance 
 Garden machinery servicing 

Contact Julian on: 

Phone   01460 281272 or 07932 074712 

Email   julian.cramp@btinternet.com 

 
 

 
 

 

Ella Foot Health 

Mobile Clinic 
 

Foot Health Practitioner (RFHP)  
offering foot care and advice: 

 
Nail trimming and filing 

Difficult toe nails 
Callus and corns 
Fungal infections 

 

Call Ella on 07729 733452 
to book a home visit 
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Diary of Events 

Day/Date/Time   Description Where 

Thursday 2nd June 9.30am Jubilee Village Walk 1 Crown Inn 

Friday 3rd June 10.30am Jubilee Village Walk 2 Crown Inn 

Sunday 5th June Noon Big Jubilee Lunch Village Hall 

Thurs 7th - Sunday 11th June 10.00am Arts & Craft Exhibition The Stable 

Friday 22nd July   NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  

Mondays @ 7.30pm Weekly Short Mat Bowls Village Hall 

Mondays @ 7.15pm Weekly Bellringing St Martin’s Church 

Wednesdays @ 4.45pm Weekly Dragonflys Dance Group Village Hall 

Usually 1st Monday 6.30pm Monthly Parish Council Meeting Village Hall 

  Quest Cars Ltd 
Welcome to Quest Cars Ltd - , specialising in airport transfers  from 

Taunton Yeovil, Ilminster, Wellington or Bridgwater or the    

Exeter area of  Devon to 

Heathrow, Gatwick, Stanstead , Bristol, Exeter, Luton,  

Southampton or Dover 

We are a family run business with a small fleet of quality  

Vehicles including E-Class Mercedes 

Contact details 

Tel: 01823 400706 / Mobile 07971523416 

Email: info@questcars.co.uk 

http://www.questcars.co.uk/contact-us/ 

Fivehead Social Media 

Web: www.fivehead-village.org.uk 

Facebook: FiveheadVillage 

Twitter: FiveheadVillage 

Contact: fiveheadpc@gmail.com 

Pip Brett 01460 281115 

Crown Fivehead Golf Society 
Our Spring Trophy meeting was held on Friday 8th April at Dorset Golf & Country Club where we 

experienced all four seasons, wind, rain, sunshine and hailstones. The successful members were         

Winner Bob Durrant  32 pts, Runner Up Malcolm Head  27 pts (countback), 3rd. Phil Lock 27 pts.       

Longest Drive Dave Baker,  Nearest pin Malcolm Head,  Best out Dave Baker 17 pts, Best in Mike 

Poole 15 pts. £32 was raised on the blobs which goes to our Charity this year “Sense”. 

Our May meeting was cancelled due to lack of available members, but 8 managed to have an 

enjoyable round and a few drinks at Cricket St. Thomas Golf Club. 

We next meet at Sidmouth Golf Club on Friday 10th June. 

 

Our Charity Day 19th August is at Long Sutton Golf Club. 


