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DRAFT MINUTES OF FIVEHEAD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Held on Monday 1 November 2021 at 1830 at The Village Hall, Stowey Road, Fivehead 

 
Present:  
Mr K Male - Chair (KM); Mrs P Brett (PB); Dr B Ferguson (BF); Mr R Wynn (RW); Mrs N Cameron 
(NC) and Mrs J Parsons - Clerk/RFO (JP).   
 
4190 Co-option of Chairman  
Deputy Chair, Laura Howard, was due to chair the meeting but had given apologies due to illness.  
Resolution:  to co-opt KM to chair the meeting.  Proposed by PB and seconded by RW.  Carried 
unan. 
 
4191 Public participation  
There were no members of the public in attendance.  A representative from Clive Miller Planning joined 
the meeting, as agent to the planning applicant for 21/01560/FUL (see Min 4196a) and left at 7.07 pm. 
 
4192 County Councillor's Report  
County Councillor Paul’s latest report had been circulated to Members and made available on the 
Parish website (https://fivehead-village.org.uk/update-from-county-councillor-clare-paul-2/). 
 
4193 Apologies for absence 
Mrs K Beacham; Mrs L Howard; County Councillor Clare Paul 
 
4194 Minutes  
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council, previously circulated, held on 4 October 2021, were 
approved.  Proposed by PB and seconded by RW.  Carried unan.  Hard copies of the Minutes were 
signed by the Chair. 
 
4195 Declarations of Interest and Dispensations 
Relating to matters at Min 4195 b and c, NC, as a property owner neighbouring Glendale, had 
previously declared an interest, with no dispensation given, so would withdraw from decisions as 
necessary. 
 
4196  Planning - see http://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/planningsearch/ for details. The 
applications below were considered: 
 
a) 21/01560/FUL - Land OS 5057 Green Lane Fivehead Taunton - Proposed erection of 3 No. 

agricultural buildings and yard area.   
 
Clive Miller Planning, who had taken over as agent since the PC had consulted on the application 
in June 2021, summarised the revised plans.  In response to issues raised by Historic England, 
the Parish Council and other consultees, changes to the application had been made, including a 
reduction in size of buildings and change of location, and submission of a heritage statement and 
ecological impact assessment.  Permission was now being sought for agricultural buildings for 
storage of machinery, fodder and farming the land locally; this would include some cattle being 
reared and grazed on this site, without shelter.  It was noted that use of the buildings for livestock 
was precluded.  The applicant currently owns and leases land for cattle farming in Merriott, but 
future plans for this part of the business were considered not relevant to this application by the 
agent. 
 
Members had considered a briefing prepared by PB and queries were raised over the location of 
the buildings as this was still different to what had been recommended in the pre-application 
advice; the viability of the business split across two sites; access and suitability for large 
machinery; and rights of way.  The red line on the revised location plan appeared to show 
consent for areas that were not owned by the applicant.  The agent agreed that this was an error 
and updated plans should be supplied to correct this.  A vote was taken (1 for; 3 against).  
Members concluded that whilst local farming by young families should be encouraged, this 
should not have a negative impact on residents already living in this area; the application did not 
meet a number of planning policy requirements, therefore could not be supported.   

http://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/planningsearch/
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Action:  Clerk to respond to SSDC Planning with the Council’s objections by 4 Nov 21, including 
a copy of the detailed reasons supplied in the briefing. 

 
NC left the meeting at this point. 
 
b) 21/02786/S73A – Glendale, Butcher’s Hill, Fivehead – S73A application to vary condition no. 02 

(approved plans) to reflect internal and external alterations and material changes, of application 
20/03631/S73A, a variation of approval 18/01855/FUL for the demolition of existing dwelling and 
the erection of 3 no. new dwellings – it was noted that this application had been approved on 
18/10/21 STC. 

c) 20/03631/S37A - Glendale, Butcher’s Hill, Fivehead - i) in view of the failures in the planning 
process and consequent impact on visual amenity, Members considered that the Parish Council 
should support its parishioners, not just those directly affected, but all who are impacted to some 
extent, by asking for this matter to be reviewed via SSDC’s complaint process.  Resolution: to 
lodge a complaint against SSDC Planning Department through the formal complaints 
process, for failing in its duty to protect development in Fivehead village.  Proposed by RW 
and seconded by PB.  Carried unan.  Action:  Clerk to circulate the next steps for lodging the 
complaint.  ii) an update on the latest levels measured on site by the contractor was supplied by 
Clive Miller Planning, showing that the levels were slightly below those approved in 
20/03631/S37A application. 

 
Clive Miller Planning’s representative left the meeting and NC re-joined. 
 
4197 Matters arising from the Minutes (4 Oct 21) and raised by Members 

a) Fivehead Tree Preservation – the order submitted after a site meeting in July 21 had been finalised 

on 8 Oct 21, to protect a number of trees on the Cathanger estate and parkland, thanks to PB, the 

Council’s tree warden, Barry Knox (BK) and SSDC’s Tree Officer, Phil Poulton (PP).  An old Oak 

tree was now under threat due to the application for developing an outbuilding close by on the 

Squirrelsmead site.  Members agreed that the tree should be protected and the Clerk would write 

to PP to thank him and ask if a further Order could be made now that this tree was under threat.  

Resolution: to request Tree Preservation Order for Oak tree under threat from development 

at Squirrelsmead.  Proposed by PB and seconded by NC.  Action:  Clerk to thank BK and PP 

and request protection for Oak tree near Squirrelsmead development. 

b) Site visits – i) Cemetery – following the site visit on 27 Oct 21, Arbortech would be asked to advise 

on the tree at the centre of the Cemetery and the Holm Oak near the War Grave.  Dave Braddock 

(DB) would be asked if he could help with cutting back the brambles at the rear.  A family memorial 

bench had been kindly offered to be donated and installed for parishioners to be able to sit quietly 

within the grounds.  The Clerk would suggest something similar to the bench on the Village Green 

as this is eco-friendly and more durable than wood.  The preferred location would be at the front of 

the Cemetery.  Action: Clerk to arrange a visit with Arbortech and to contact the family to accept 

the kind donation and discuss the design and location.  Clerk to see if DB could help in the 

Cemetery after the Village Green work.  ii) Langford Corner – since the last visit the pyracantha 

on the right had been cut back and the beds planted with bulbs.  The area was greatly improved 

and Members were grateful for all DB’s work and for the help from KM and Oliver Howard to 

remove the waste cuttings; they were also grateful to Steve Cutts for his recent work to install a 

small plaque on the map surround to help visitors with directions, as well as removing the algae 

that had built up and adding drainage holes.  iii) Village Green – following the removal of the Ash 

trees in Tudor Cottage garden due to disease, the pyracantha on the green was bowing over and 

needed cutting back.  The owners of Tudor Cottage had been consulted.  DB had kindly offered to 

cut back the pyracantha and other shrubs after Remembrance Sunday.  iv) Sinking fund –it was 

agreed that a list of potential projects would be compiled for the budget review meeting, so 

Members could consider putting aside reserves for future work.  This would include:  Cemetery 

railing and tree maintenance, chain link and posts for the Village Green and churchyard walls.  

Action:  Clerk to circulate project list for discussion at Finance meeting. 



3 
 

 

c) The Pound – i) Transfer of ownership – to avoid the high costs of instructing a solicitor to pursue 

other possible routes, it was agreed that the option offered to progress matters via the Glendale 

developer’s accountant would be taken forward.  This may not be successful, but no payment 

would be made before completion.  Resolution: to authorise an overspend for a one-off, fixed 

fee of £500 + VAT to cover the accountant's fee to progress matters, payable only on 

completion of the transfer of the Pound (in addition to £500 retained for transfer fees).  

Proposed by NC and seconded by PB.  Carried unan.  Action: Clerk to write to the solicitor and 

transferor, requesting assistance and completion with a deadline of 3 January 2022, stating terms 

for paying fee requested, only after successful completion of the transfer.  Letters to be emailed 

and sent by registered post.  ii) Damage repairs – Action: Clerk to write to the developer to let 

them know that the Council was still considering their proposals. 

d) Langford Corner – an estimate for obtaining a valuation of the land to accompany the AP1 

application had been obtained from GTH if needed.  Due to the pandemic, full identity checks were 

currently not required, so the Chair had completed an ID3 form and the documents would be 

submitted with a cheque for £40 payable to the Land Registry to register the land for the Parish 

Council.  The cheque was signed by NC and KM.  Previously approved at Min 4058.  Action:  

Clerk to submit application to Land Registry. 

e) Defibrillator project update – a successful Pop-up Pub, raising £1150 and a private donation meant 

that two defibrillators might be obtained; one for the phone box and possibly one at the shop on the 

A378 which would be accessible for first responders.  BF would be meeting again with the Village 

Hall representative to discuss the best route for obtaining the equipment, either leasing or 

purchasing outright.  Action:  BF to obtain detailed costings for consideration. 

f) Emergency plan review – Action:  Clerk to add to Dec 21 agenda 

g) Internal auditor – Action:  Clerk to add to Dec 21 agenda 

h) Clerk’s annual review – NC reported that a successful review had taken place.  It was noted that 

the Clerk’s hours had averaged at 60 per month throughout the first year of employment.  

Members felt that a higher level of hours was likely to continue.  Resolution:  to approve an 

increase to salary point 15 (£12.24) from 1 Sept 21, to include back pay, and to approve 

increased hours of 40 per month until end of March 2022, with additional overtime to be 

approved as necessary.  Proposed by NC and seconded by PB.  Carried unan.    

i) Remembrance Sunday – PB would deliver the Parish Council’s wreath to KB.  A joint service with 

St Martin’s and the Baptist Church would take place starting at 10.30 on Sunday 14 November. 

j) Xmas tree for Fivehead – Resolution: to approve up to £80 to purchase a Xmas tree from 

Greenshutters to be installed in the churchyard at St Martin’s, Fivehead.  Proposed by PB 

and seconded by NC.  Carried unan. 

 

4198 Correspondence Received 
a) A new guide had been released by NALC on website accessibility and publishing guidelines.  This 

would be sent to the web adviser who had helped set up the new Parish website to ensure that the 

site was still compliant. A review of the structure and page updates needed would be undertaken in 

early 2022.  Action:  Clerk to contact web adviser for advice on the latest guidelines. 

 

4199  Reports 

a) Playing Field – PB reported that meetings were still not taking place.  The secretary had obtained 

quotes for grass maintenance and other anticipated costs to support the grant application for 

FY22/23, but it was very difficult to predict income going forward.  A bingo night had been 

organised for 4 Dec 21. 

b) Village Hall – There were plans to resurface the car park with similar materials to the current 

surface.  WIFI was considered essential going forward, as the VH is the emergency muster point 

for the village and will also be required for CCTV, to avoid vandalism.  BF would pass on further 

details and costings to assist with grant making decisions at future meetings. 

c) Cemetery – SALC had strongly recommended completion of a NALC consultation on 

Environmental Permitting Regulations for any Parish Council with a Cemetery.  PB had looked 

into the implications for Fivehead Cemetery if the changes were passed.  As the Cemetery ditches 

on the left and rear are within the remit of the River Parrett watercourse, future graves would not 
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be permitted within 30 metres.  New graves would also be required to be 5m wide, so it was 

estimated that this would mean only 14 spaces would be available for burials.   

PB offered to complete the consultation to meet the deadline.  Action:  PB to provide responses 

to consultation for the Clerk to submit by 26 Nov 21. 

d) Highways – it was noted that the commercial advertising boards on the triangle/verge on A378 

(opposite Greenshutters) had been removed. 

e) Environment – Dave Braddock had provided an update on the bat surveys undertaken to date and 

would be continuing again with those in the Spring.  Twelve sites had been surveyed and a new 

layer had been added within Parish Online so records could be stored for reference for future 

planning applications.  Eleven species of bat had been recorded in Fivehead, including the rare 

Barbastelle bat.  There are 17 species of bat known to be present in Somerset. 

f) Rights of Way – Mary Braddock and a team of 14 volunteers had met in the Stable to review 

issues, including electric fences blocking footpaths.  They had agreed to hold quarterly meetings.  

Worn posts and waymarkers were due to be replaced and some disconnect handles for the 

electric fences would be going out to landowners.  The Clerk would look into insurance cover for 

the work, which may require a waiver form if volunteers were using their own tools and 

undertaking repairs outside the remit of SCC’s cover. 

g) Police – the latest newsletter had been published on the Parish website. 

h) Asset/Maintenance Check Report – BF reported that the grit bin at the bottom of Butcher’s Hill 

was now full of water again.  KM would drill holes to help with drainage.  It was not possible to see 

if the bin had been topped up by Highways yet.  BF would retain the report for November. 

i) SALC – nothing to report. 

 
4200  FY22/23 Finances – Preliminary Discussion 
a) Asset Register, Risk Report and Insurance review – the Clerk had circulated the updated register 

and report for Members to review and approve at the December meeting. 
b) Grants – grant applications had been invited from the VH and PF.  A similar sum to that 

requested for FY21/22 was likely to be needed by the PF to keep the facility running, as there 
was currently no revenue coming in.  It was agreed that the Clerk would ask when bills needed to 
be paid, so discussions could be had on how best to support the PF in the short-term.  Action:  
Clerk to write to the PF secretary for further financial information. 

c) Finance/budget review meeting – an informal working group meeting would be held on Zoom on 
Monday 22 November at 6.30pm, to assist with decisions to be made at the Dec/Jan meetings.  
All Members would attend if possible. 

 
4201 Finance 
a) Payments authorised and unrecorded during the previous month:   

(i) Parish Magazine Printing – Newsletter print (Oct) - £274.90 
(ii) Grant payment to The Stable from SSC (via SALC) - £149 

b) Payments to be authorised: 
(i) J Parsons – Clerk/RFO – Salary (Oct) - £360 (30 hours) 
(ii) J Parsons – Homeworking allowance (Oct) - £26 

c) Income received: 
(i) Grant received from SALC for The Stable - £149 
(ii) NatWest Interest (Sept) - £0.42 
(iii)Graham/Heating – Advertising - £27.50 
(iv)Hall/Our local expert – Advertising - £55 
(v)Arbortech – Advertising - £27.50 

d) Control 2 of 4 for FY21/22 – to be completed with LH by end of Nov 21 
 
4202  Matters of Report, Questions and Items for the Next Meeting 
a) Chairman – none 
b) Clerk – Planning Enforcement had been in touch regarding open matters at White Gables and it 

had been agreed that it would help to speed up the response if the Council’s report was merged 
with another report received so that they could be dealt with together. 
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c) Councillors – i) PB requested previous matters of flooding at Cemetery Hill and the waste pipe at 

Sunnyside to be discussed again at the next meeting;  ii) PB asked if the Clerk could try to obtain 
an example of a policy from other Parish Council’s for newsletter/website advertising via the 
Clerks’ Facebook forums; iii) PB asked if approval could be considered for Dave Braddock to be 
an agent of the Parish Council so that SERC could set up a portal for DB to input his findings 
directly into their system, so they would appear on the system immediately for planning searches. 

 
4203 Date for Next Meeting 
Monday 6 December 2021 at 6.30pm, Village Hall/Playing Field, Stowey Road, Fivehead 
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.20pm. 
 
 
 
 
Chairman……………………….            Dated…………………. 


