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Useful Information 

 

EMERGENCY AND HELP SERVICES   

Emergency No. (All Services) 999  

Non-Emergency  Police No. 101  

Non-Emergency Medical No. 111  

Samaritans 116 123  

Age Concern 0800 00 99 66 www.ageuk.org.uk  

Citizens’ Advice  03444 889 623  

Somerset Community Connect—local care 

and services to help you choose the right care 

and support.  
 

www.somersetcommunityconnect.org.uk 

MEDICAL   

Langport Surgery 01458 250464 www.langportsurgery.co.uk 

North Curry Health Centre 01823 490505 www.northcurryhealthcentre.co.uk 

Musgrove Park Hospital 01823 333444 www.tsft.nhs.uk 

Yeovil District Hospital 01935 475122 www.yeovilhospital.co.uk 

SOMERSET COUNTY COUNCIL 0300 123 2224 www.somerset.gov.uk 

County Councilor - Clare Aparicio-Paul 07879 313117 email: capaul@somerset.gov.uk 

Highways and Travel  www.travelsomerset.gov.uk 

Rights of Way-Volunteer & Trails Officer 01823 358250 www.roam.somerset.gov.uk/roam/map 

Somerset Waste Partnership 01823 625700 www.somersetwaste.gov.uk 

SOUTH SOMERSET DISTRICT COUNCIL 01935 462462 www.southsomerset.gov.uk 

District Councillor - Malcolm Cavill 01823 481335 malcolm.cavill@southsomerset.gov.uk 

PARISH COUNCIL   

Kate Beacham (Chair) 6 Ganges Close 01460 281414 

Laura Howard (Vice Chair) The Old Manse 01460 282911 

Ken Male Tanyard Farm 01460 281233 

Nina Cameron 18 Ganges Close 01460 281358 

Phillipa Brett The Old Bakery  B&B 01460 281115 

Robert (Rob) Wynn Meldon 01460 281288 

Bruce Ferguson Dr. Poolhayes Swell 01458 250138 

Jayne Parsons (Clerk) 

White Lias House, 
Turnhill Rd, High Ham 

TA10 9DF 

07432 275954 

E-Mail contact for all matters  fiveheadpc@gmail.com 

USEFUL CONTACTS     

Drama Group—Kevin Stevens  

                          Harry Price 

07794 226149 

01460 281573 

kevinmstevens11@gmail.com 

harryprice183@btinternet.com 

Playing Fields — Frank Doggett 01460 281549  

Post Office — Curry Mallet 01823 480236 currymalletstores@gmail.com 

Golf Society— Richard Hadfield 01460 281904 email: rkhadfield@btinternet.com 

Short Mat Bowls— Heather Gorton 01460 281995 email: h.gorton74@gmail.com 
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Parish Council                        Parish Council News 

The Parish Council held its first face-to-face meeting for 14 months at the Playing Field on 8 June.  

Throughout the Summer, the Council plans to hold meetings outdoors (weather permitting) or socially 

distanced at the Village Hall.   

As case levels continue to rise, due to the infectiousness of the latest variants and the lifting of the 

majority of legal restrictions, many people and organisations are still continuing with safety measures for 

a while longer (face masks, hand sanitiser, plastic shields and distancing), to help protect us all, 

especially our front-line workers and vulnerable residents; you are urged to be cautious, think of others, 

and do anything you feel appropriate to continue to help keep our Parish safe.   

It is still a worrying time for some, but we can be reassured by the numbers of severe illness and 

hospitalisation being greatly reduced, through having a large part of the population now fully vaccinated.  

Being sensible about how far we go in the next couple of months, will help keep things under control 

until the rest of the population have been double-jabbed, especially those in the younger age brackets.  

The message from Somerset County health leaders is please “think twice, do the right thing, and 

don’t let your guard down”. 

Our community thrives on the support and goodwill of parish volunteers.  A new ‘Village Volunteers’ 

page was added to our website in June for local groups to promote volunteer vacancies.  These are also 

advertised through our social media channels.   

The Parish Council has been delighted to welcome Mary Braddock, who moved to Fivehead late last 

year, and has recently taken over the role of Parish Paths Liaison Officer.  The Council would also like to 

thank Jacquie Mahoney and Margaret Knox, who have done a tremendous amount of work to keep our 

footpaths tidy and accessible over the years.  It’s very much a team effort, with support from Somerset 

County Council with training and resources.   

In August, the Council is looking forward to hearing more from Dave Braddock, who has offered to help 

our community with environmental projects going forward.  Dave has already undertaken some 

important wildlife studies over the last couple of months, which have brought to light the amazing 

number of different species of bats and moths at Fivehead, including Greater Horseshoe bats and 

Jersey Mocha moths (Cyclophora ruficiliaria), which are incredibly rare in the UK. 

Another team of volunteers has been behind the restoration of Fivehead’s phone kiosk and opening of a 

new ‘Book Exchange’ (see opposite).  Thanks to Julian Cramp, the shelving is looking great.  Helen 

Hanney and Caroline Lumley-Frank are popping by daily to ensure the shelves aren’t overflowing with 

kind donations.  Outside is looking just as lovely, thanks to flowers from Caroline and the general tidy up 

around the relocated waste bin by Jon Rose, who is responsible for the overall refurbishment of the 

decommissioned BT box.  This has involved hours of cleaning, repairing and coats of paint inside and 

out.  Thanks to Jon, Julian, Helen and Caroline - it looks fantastic! 

The Council is now looking for volunteers to help with purchasing and operating (with training) a 

defibrillator for the village, to be housed alongside the books.  If you would like to help, please contact 

the Parish Clerk. 

After many months of restrictions on Somerset life, we hope that, this summer, you can all finally enjoy 

doing at least some of the things you have missed. 

Keep safe and well, 

Jayne Parsons  Parish Clerk  Email: fiveheadpc@gmail.com 
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Parish Council - other news 

Reconnecting with Parish life… 

To ensure community life does eventually get back to normal and thrive 
again, groups, organisations and events need the support of new members 
and volunteers.   

We are lucky that our Parish has lots of willing and skilled people.  We have 

a lovely café at The Stable, run by the Baptist Church and volunteers, and 

our Parish Support Network has been there for those in need throughout the 

pandemic.  Our Village Hall and Playing Field Committees, now back up and 

running, are also run by volunteers. 

Our recent Housing Needs Assessment (HNA) was conducted on behalf of the Parish Council, by yet 

another volunteer - Mary Cramp, a qualified and experienced medical researcher.  A copy of the study 

has been circulated with this issue and we hope you will take the opportunity to read the findings, 

especially if you are thinking about building work on your land or property in future.  The assessment has 

now been issued to SSDC planning, our Ward Member and County Councillor, to support decision making 

on future planning applications.  The Parish Council is very grateful for Mary’s support with this. 

All developers are also encouraged to read the pre-application engagement advice which can be found on 

the Parish website (under the Planning tab), as well as obtaining information and support available via the 

South Somerset District Council website. 

Do you have the time/skills to lead our Parish defibrillator project? 

Would you like to train to use it and possibly help save a life? 

As part of the response to our HNA survey, many of you voted to have a defibrillator available in the 

village.  The shelving in our phone kiosk has been planned with this in mind.  It is hoped that, with the help 

of volunteers to run this project, the Parish might be able to obtain funding to purchase the equipment, 

and also deliver training to volunteers who would be willing to operate it.  The village has a predominantly 

older population, so it is hoped that this will be a useful thing to have, even if it is rarely ever needed.  

Please contact the Clerk if you can help with this. 

If you would like to advertise a community group or event, or promote a volunteer role, please contact Pip 
Brett – pipbrett@me.com 

New takeaway facility - Book Exchange opens in Fivehead 

The old phone kiosk, now owned by the Parish Council, has been transformed into a Book 
Exchange for the village.   

This new community asset means that you can take away books to read at home and also 
deliver books for others to enjoy.  Already the shelves are full with a range of hardback and 
paperback books.  There are fiction and non-fiction books, a children’s shelf and also books 
for young adults – something for everyone, young and old! 

The Exchange is maintained by volunteers who keep it tidy. 

Have a browse – stock is changing daily! 

mailto:pipbrett@me.com
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 FIVEHEAD RIGHTS OF WAY 
Please may I introduce myself, my name is Mary Braddock. Dave and I moved to Fivehead 

in December. After several months of building and decorating and making suitable 

accommodation within the house for Dave’s mother to live in, we are now taking the foot off 

this particular peddle which gives more time to do other things.  I am keen to become part of 

village life,  I love walking, nature, the environment and photography.  I found out that a 

replacement Public Paths Liaison Officer was required, a role that liaises with the Village 

Community, Footpaths/Rights of Way Volunteers and Somerset Rights of Way Team.  I 

have now been adopted by the Parish Council and also registered with Somerset Council to 

become Fivehead’s PPLO and do this role.   

 

I have already been out walking and found that we have some amazing footpaths around the 

village, and I believe many of them are being looked after by Fivehead’s team of Volunteers, 

a big thank you to those people for the great job you are doing. Although we have our 

Volunteers who help to maintain the paths, I believe the numbers of these people have 

declined, particularly in recent times with the pandemic. Can you help to keep Fivehead 

amazing? Do you enjoy walking? Could you become a footpath volunteer? The role is 

designed to suit the Volunteer and can be as short or as long as suits you. 

 

I have made email contact with the Volunteers who are on the Fivehead file. If you have not received an email 

from me and you are a Footpath Volunteer, please can you email me as I may have copied your details incorrectly.  

My email address is marybraddock@btinternet.com  
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100 Club Winners 

 Village Hall Management Committee 
 The View from the Village Hall 

Hi to everyone 

As you can imagine there is not a lot to report on over the 

last couple of months. However now restrictions have 

started to be lifted we are delighted with the feedback and 

enquiries regarding hiring of the Hall that are coming in, 

nearly all of our pre-covid hirers are intimating that they 

intend to return, and it will be a pleasure to have the Hall in 

full use once again. 

I would just like to take this opportunity to thank Julia, our valued caretaker for her flexibility and help 

throughout this pandemic, we are truly grateful to have someone like Julia with us. 

We have our 2nd. “face to face” committee meeting on Thursday so hopefully by the next issue we will 

have details of future events to be held in your Hall. 

Meanwhile keep safe & take care. 

Kevin  

Contacts:          Chairperson: Kevin Stevens 07794226149 

                           Treasurer & Booking Clerk: Richard Hadfield  01460 281904 

                           Secretary: Dave Cunningham 01460 281651 

 June 2021   July 2021  

No. 89 E. Arundell £50 No. 80 A. Leyburn £50 

No. 1 J. Cramp £25 No. 96 P. Knight £25 

No. 42 J & M. Crosland £15 No. 49 A & R. Twiney £15 

No. 78 K & L. Beacham £10 No. 69 S. Westwater £10 

 

Contact Lunches 
After a break of 15 months the contact lunches are back. They are held at the Baptist Church 

Hall on the third Tuesday of each month at 12.30, when you can have a 2 course lunch for only 

£3.00. 

They are open to anyone living on their own in Fivehead. 

In order to cater for numbers coming you will need to book in with Karen 

01460 258942                                                                       or            karenburn79@gmail.com 
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Fivehead History 
From the jottings of Ella Louch 

The Fivehead Male Friendly Society                                  Club Day ( Last Thursday in May) 

At about 10 o’clock on Club Morning members would be arriving looking very smart in their Sunday 

Best clothes and carrying their club poles. A procession would form, and after a snack of bread & 

cheese, would march behind a band followed by many women & children. The route was usually up 

Butchers Hill, around the top and down Ganges Hill, calling at Manor Farm before continuing on its 

journey to be at St Martin’s Church for a service at 11 o’clock. 

Of course this would mean passing the Crown Inn and several stewards were appointed to keep order 

and see that nobody took a wrong turning into the pub and so miss the church service. Anyone making 

this sad mistake would have a fine imposed, and in my time I saw many near misses. 

At the service the first hymn would always be “All people that on earth do dwell” and the sermon 

always contained the little mention of the number who had not been seen in church since the last Club 

Day, followed by numerous coughs and shuffling of feet. 

There was much about Club Day that always stayed in my memory, almost all cottage gardens had 

their Lilac trees and the scent of Lilac seemed everywhere, so very lovely in the warm spring air. 

Another thing was the delicious Ginger Bread, made & sold by one of the Miss Townsends on one of 

the many stalls in the club field. I always tried to keep some for the following day, when it would have 

grown soft, but alas, lack of will power often prevailed. 

I must also mention the Club Banner which was carried by Mr. William Priddle and later by his son 

Joe. It was a beautiful blue and had lots of tassels and had the inscription Bear one another’s 

burdens. On windy days this banner was quite difficult to carry as it was very heavy & owing to its age 

was often torn and so was continually mended by Mrs. Grace Gridley, mother of the Club secretary. 

Sadly there came a day when mending was no longer possible and it was taken to The Taunton 

Museum. Another banner was purchased, but not really liked by many people, but costs were high and 

an expensive one was not affordable. This banner was eventually placed in St Martin’s Church.              

( After restoration it is now in the committee room of the Village Hall, along with one of the main poles) 

To continue with the Club Day Programme, after the Church Service the procession continued to the 

Club Field where a huge marquee had been erected, there all the members sat down to lunch. In the 

early years a cooked meal was provided by Mr. Alfred Dinham of Tanyard Farm and transported 

down by horse drawn carriage. In later years a cold lunch was provided. 

The President sat at the top table on his decorated chair with other local dignitaries. Cider was a very 

popular drink in those days ( and still is) and barrels would arrive the previous evening and be tapped  

in readiness. Two members, always non drinkers or moderate were chosen to dole out each man with 

his ration, but as most farms had their own Cider Press and were visited on the club walk 90% of the 

members had drunk more than was wise. 

Speeches continued until about 3 o’clock when the procession would form up again behind the band 

and march to Langford Manor where the President’s mother & family were entertained by the band. 

After this the Club dispersed and the members joined their families for tea at The Lambert Hut or their 

homes before returning to the Fairground for the evening entertainment. 

 

More about the evening revelries and carryings on next time 
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Save Our Crown  Update 

Save Our Crown – July update 

 

As many of you will have already heard, we have good news on two counts. 

Firstly, our offer of £300,000 subject to survey, to purchase The Crown on behalf of the community, has 

been accepted. 

Secondly, the long awaited government grant, The Community Ownership Fund (COF) has been 

launched and SOC are, with your participation, going to make a bid. The government are offering grants 

(not loans) of up to £250,000 matched funding per successful applicant. Our target is to raise £180,000 

with share purchases with a view to successfully bidding for an extra £180,000 in order to purchase The 

Crown & cover costs. The Fund has been set up to assist assets and amenities of community benefit, that 

would otherwise be at risk of being lost. Purchasing The Crown as a community pub & the last pub in the 

village of Fivehead, fulfills the COF criteria perfectly. However, the 1st bids must be submitted in early 

August, so we need to get our skates on! 

To this aim, we are contacting all of you who expressed an interest in purchasing shares and asking you 

to transfer funds now. We have already had overwhelming support from you all and, as the PUBOMETER 

on the door of The Old School Rooms, shows, we have already received in the SOC bank account the 

magnificent sum of …………….£72.500  

On Friday 13th August at 5pm we are organising a ‘pop up pub’  & ‘meet the team’ fundraising event at the 

Village Hall/ Playing Field. We look forward to meeting you all then. Save the date, details to follow! 

For those of you who are new to SOC, here are a  few details. As the name suggests – Save Our Crown, 

is a community group set up to purchase The Crown as a community project, to ensure that we continue 

to have our pub in Fivehead. The Parish Council registered The Crown as an Asset of Community Value 

(ACV), which is in place for 5 years. SOC is now incorporated as A Community Benefit Society (CBS) & 

FCA approved, with a business bank account. 

The proposal is to continue providing a venue for all the activities that the pub has been successfully 

offering over many years – for example: skittles, darts, Drama Society, Golf Society etc. The questionnaire 

that we carried out last year, asking you, the residents of Fivehead and the surrounding villages, showed 

very strongly that you believe that having a pub in the village is vital to village life. Save Our Crown will 

aim to provide the facilities that you mentioned in the survey, like real ales, good food, clubs and societies, 

facilities for walkers and cyclists, theme nights, live music.  This will be The Community Village Pub and 

your input & views are vital to the success of the venture. 

If you would like more information on purchasing shares, the prospectus and application form can be 

found on our website www.fivehead.org.uk 

If you would like a paper copy of the prospectus or have questions about the project you would like to 

discuss, please contact Carrie or Dave Cunningham, The Old School, Fivehead, TA3 6PQ  Phone: 01460 

281651 

 

 

Save Our Crown 

www.fivehead.org.uk 

 

 

 

http://www.fivehead.org.uk/
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Charity Theatre Trips for August/September edition 2021 

Bristol Hippodrome hopes to re-open shortly. Welsh National are staging Madam Butterfly on 

Wednesday 27th October 2021 and I have tickets reserved at £59 and £66, Stalls or Grand Circle. I need 

a few more bookings for White Christmas on Wednesday 3rd November to make it a ‘goer’. 

Both these 2021 shows have a payment date of late August but as ever book now as first come receive 

the best seats. After my payment date, if the show is cancelled you will be refunded, or if it is 

rescheduled your booking will transfer to the new date, with the option to have a refund. 

Book on line at www.theatretrips.webeden.co.uk  or e-mail Charitytheatrerips@btinternet.com. 

The full list of planned trips is: Madam Butterfly, Wed 27 Oct 21, £59/£66; White Christmas, Wed 3 

Nov 21, £46/£55; Bourne's Nutcracker, Tue 1 Feb 22 £41/£51; We Will Rock You, Wed 20 Apr, £45/

£58; Strictly Ballroom ,Tue 10 May 22, £36/£51; Mamma Mia, Mon 20 Jun 22,£49/£61; Les 

Miserables, Tuesday 19 Jul 22, £45/£58; The Commitments, Tue 21 Mar 23, £50. 

We now have a Groups link on Facebook, if you do such exciting things! You can sign yourself up to 

receive the latest news. The link is ‘Charity Theatre Trips’. 

Finally, if you join the coach at Somerton we have to follow the new one-way system so your coach from 

Langport will have to circumnavigate Somerton on the way to the Half Moon Car Park and so pick up on 

the opposite side of the road to in the past. Take care crossing! 

Let’s hope that we really are able to get going this autumn. 

Chris 

  

http://www.theatretrips.webeden.co.uk
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UNITED BENEFICE OF CURRY RIVEL,  
FIVEHEAD AND SWELL 

 

St Martin’s Fivehead 

  

 Churchwardens 
Ellen Balmer  Tel: 01460 281578 

Trish Allen      Tel: 01460 281674 

  
 
 
 

Rector: 
Revd. Scott Patterson 
Tel:  01458 251375 

  
  

  

 

St Catherine’s Swell 

  

 Churchwarden 
  
Anna Rees   Tel: 01458 253067 

Scott’s Spot – August 2021 

Sabbatical 

If it wasn’t for the ‘to do’ list on my desk, I would be almost ‘Demob happy’. As I write I am shortly to begin a 

sabbatical for the months of August, September and October, something that’s been in the planning for well over 

three years. Like so much of recent life, Covid meant that the original plans for last year were cancelled, but with 

the situation now gradually easing it felt appropriate to have another try. 

Why take a Sabbatical? Well because at one time Clergy used to work at a pace that allowed time for reflection 

and study as part of their normal ministry. Increased demands and heavier workloads have made this difficult to 

do. To take a block of leave therefore allows a minister time to read, reflect, plan and rest in a way that brings re-

creation and enrichment to their ministry. 

What is a sabbatical? Well it’s not a holiday, although it should include a period of holiday or relaxation, nor is a 

sabbatical ‘study leave’ in the strict sense because it should have a dimension of recreation, rather than simply 

swapping one frenetic lifestyle for another. Nor does it necessarily have to be related to your current work: it 

offers the chance to more fully explore interests for which time is usually unavailable, and it does not have to be 

justified by being a proven benefit to what you are doing now or in the future. But the re-creation and enrichment 

of the time should ultimately benefit the people I work with, and for, when I return to parish life. 

What are my plans? Unfortunately the family trip to Zimbabwe to contribute to care and conservation at an 

elephant and rhino sanctuary has not been possible (red lists and all that), and we’ve postponed until next year. 

Plenty else however is planned. Alongside a (less adventurous) family holiday to the Lake District, I shall be trying 

to develop a potentially commercial Christmas project that involves both woodwork and theology (ask me about it 

sometime!); I hope to spend time on retreat in prayer, reading and reflection; released from weekend 

responsibilities I hope to do some UK travelling to re-establish friendships from my musician, RAF, Theological 

College and Curacy days; and as a Dad and husband whose time (and head-space) is often limited by the 

pressures of the role and the cares and concerns of others, I’m looking forward to simply being around and 

available more than usual, and to enable Rowan time and space for similar refreshment herself. Beyond all this 

I’m hoping some tennis lessons and extra practice will help improve my backhand and the consistency of my 

serve! Anyone up for a game? 

Time out for the above is a tremendous gift and I am grateful to the Bath and Wells Diocese for the opportunity. I 

am also enormously grateful to Revd. Stafford Low who will be the ‘go to man’ in my absence, and also to the 

faithful and brave individuals who have offered themselves in leadership to maintain a full pattern of Sunday and 

mid-week worship across our Benefice until I return in November.   

With prayer for an enjoyable, safe and healthy summer,  

Revd. Scott. 
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The United Benefice of Curry Rivel, Fivehead & Swell 

Please note The services listed here are dependent on the current local and national Covid 

situation, and are therefore liable to change or cancellation. 

If you would value reassurance as to whether a particular service is on then please contact the 

Parish Office on 01458 251375 

 

 

BCP = Book of Common Prayer, CW = Common Worship, UB = United Benefice  

  

  

   

  August Planned Services   

   

Sunday 1st. 10.00am. All Age Family Service, followed immediately by Fivehead 

 10.45am. Said Communion Service (CW) Fivehead 

 6.00pm. A Service of Evening Worship Curry Rivel 

   

Sunday 8th. 10.00am. United Benefice Communion Service (CW) Swell 

   

Sunday 15th. 10.00am. United Benefice Communion Service (CW) Fivehead 

   

Sunday 22nd. 10.00am. United Benefice Communion Service (CW) Curry Rivel 

   

Sunday 29th. 10.00am. United Benefice All Age Communion Service Fivehead 

   

 September Planned Services  

   

Sunday 5th. 10.00am. All Age Family Service, followed Immediately by Fivehead 

 10.45am. Said Communion Service (CW) Fivehead 

 6.00pm. A Service of Evening Prayer (CW) Curry Rivel 

   

Thursday 9th. 10.00am. BCP Communion in St Andrew’s Church Curry Rivel 

   

Sunday 12th. 9.30am. BCP Prayer Book Communion Service Swell 

 11.00am. Parish Communion Service (CW) Curry Rivel 

 6.00pm. A Service of Evening Worship Fivehead 

   

Sunday 19th. 9.30am. Morning Prayer (CW) Fivehead 

 11.00am. All Age Family Service, followed immediately by Curry Rivel 

 11.45am said Communion Curry Rivel 

   

Thursday 23rd. 10.00am. BCP Communion in St Andrew’s Church Curry Rivel 

   

Sunday 26th. 9.30am. Parish Communion (CW) Fivehead 

 11.00am. Morning Worship Curry Rivel 

 6.00pm. BCP Prayer Book Harvest Evensong Swell 
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Hello I am Dave. I moved into Ganges Close at the beginning of December with Mary. After several 

months spent renovating and decorating the house, I decided it was time to venture outside and see what 

natural treasures are to be found around Fivehead. We are lucky to be surrounded by several nature 

reserves to explore but these are well protected and documented so I decided to see what is around in 

the unprotected areas. I have a bucket list of seeing a Fivehead Barn Owl and I have never seen a 

Dormouse. 

I have been interested in Nature since I was six when I was given a pair of yellow plastic binoculars by an 

uncle, and we spent most days learning about the countryside. One of my first jobs was to look after the 

ferrets, all I can remember is their smell and the fact that they bite, regularly and always escaped. Moving 

on past the teenage years I spent 20 plus years volunteering for Conservation charities, mainly the RSPB 

and I spent the last few years before I moved to Fivehead as a volunteer warden for a heathland RSPB 

reserve in Hampshire. 

I decided to start with surveying for bats. A mammal that has quite a bit of legal protection but one that is 

ignored, either by accident or deliberately during the planning and building process. Even removing a 

hedge can disorientate bats if they use the hedge as a type of Tom Tom to find their way to breeding or 

feeding areas. Bright lights or extra bright streetlights can also cause them problems, also removing of 

mature trees and branches and UPVC fascia and soffits removes roosting and breeding areas. I can do 

more about bats in the future but space here is limited this time. 

 I surveyed a small area North of Ganges Close, down the Close in the back gardens to the bottom of the 

Glendale site over several days between 8.30pm and 05.30am. The method used was recording bat calls 

so software can turn them into audible sounds and spectrograms as human ears cannot hear them. 

Greater Horseshoe and Common Pipistrelle spectrograms are below. 

Most bats have a distinct wave form and sound, but they do overlap each 

other with calls at times and some bats are either difficult or impossible to 

identify by spectrogram, some bats cannot be told apart even in the hand 

unless you are an expert bat worker. 

The results were quite fascinating. I have recorded and identified 7 

species, one of which, Barbastelle Bat is exceedingly rare, I recorded 

Greater Horseshoe Bat before the groundwork at Glendale was done and 

hopefully, they will return soon. 

I am sure that I have also recorded another 4 species of bat, but I need a 

bit more work on them to confirm. 

Much of the wildlife around Fivehead is under recorded and is at risk of 

being destroyed or lost before we know what is there. I am hoping to record and discover important 

species, sites, and buildings. 

 I am a great believer in Citizen Science and local community involvement. So, I have an ask of you. If 

you know of or seen anything interesting or know of interesting areas/buildings, make a note of when, 

where and directions, then drop me an email davebraddock349@gmail.com or tell a member of the 

Parish Council and they will be able to forward me the information and I can check it out.  

 We need to get these species and areas officially recorded. If we get the records, then we can get them 

put on an official database to help in the future. This will only work if we all try to send in records to help 

keep Fivehead a special place for Nature. 

I hope to do an article for the newsletter for each edition to let you know what I or some of you have found 

or seen. 

Fivehead Nature Watch           Dave Braddock 

mailto:davebraddock349@gmail.com
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CURRY RIVEL CHURCH OF ENGLAND 

PRIMARY SCHOOL UPDATE…….  

‘Caring, Curious and Confident’ ……..  

  ‘Healthy trees bearing good fruit’ – Matthew 7 v 17 ……………..  

……..An update from Curry Rivel Church of England Primary School:  

We have been riding the wave of England Football team’s success. It has been wonderful to feel like a 
real community again, in one shared cause. We have enjoyed our whole-school singing to support our 
national team (on our Facebook page if you missed it)  To have the school and nursery together (all 
bubbles socially distanced of course.) was truly wonderful for me, as since starting here at Curry Rivel 
in April 2020, it the first time I have seen everyone together in one place. In fact, one pupil was heard 
saying,  

“We haven’t been together for 18 months!”  

Our new classes sessions were a great success with pupils enjoying meeting new classmates and for 
some, going to new classrooms and meeting new teachers.  We have had a fabulous camp with our 
Year 6 leavers as well as an 'Activities Week' including an Aspirations day (Careers day), Team 
challenge day and a big local hike. We thoroughly enjoyed a competitive whole school sports day, as 
well as visits from the Road Safety Team and virtual workshops from the Carymoor Centre teaching 
the children about reducing waste. 

The children are really enjoying their daily mile run.  Some feedback from the pupils:  

“I like to do the daily mile because you get fresh air and I like running.” Harriet, Year 4  

“I like it because I like being outdoors.” Arthur, Year 3  

“I like it because it isn’t competitive.” Harry, Year 4  

“It makes me tired and I can go to sleep earlier.” Teon, Year 4  

“It helps me focus on my learning afterwards.” Cayden, Year 4  

“It is fun and we can walk or run.” Bobbie, Year 1.  

Teaching and Learning across the curriculum is of course central of all we do, and we have had some 
great feedback from our recent Ofsted monitoring visit: 

'Leaders and those responsible for governance are taking effective action in order for the school to 
become a good school. 

Ofsted were very positive about the improvements we are making. Curry Rivel School is an exciting 
place to be as we are improving at a fast rate- we have an amazingly dedicated team of governors, 
teachers, teaching assistants and support staff which make this such a special school. 
And of course, the pupils are an absolute delight, demonstrating great character, 
behaviours for learning and energy - I am proud to be their Head Teacher. 

If you are considering your child's school place, we will be organising open days in 
the Autumn term-please come and have a look around - a warm welcome awaits. 

Mrs Ali Pook                                                                                Head Teacher 
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Baptist Church               www.fiveheadbaptist.co.uk 

 

                                                                                           

 

                                                                                                               Thoughts from The Manse 

 

As I write this piece we’re looking forward to being able to sing again in church for the first time in over a 

year. The blessing of singing together is perhaps what we’ve missed most as churches and it will be good 

to join our voices together in song. As Covid regulations are lifted we’re very aware that the virus is still a 

reality and we will continue to keep certain precautions in place at the church building as things return to 

some kind of “normal”. Contact Lunches have already returned to the building on the third Tuesday of 

each month and it was lovely to see people enjoy a meal together on our first Tuesday back. We pray that 

God will give wisdom, peace, and hope to our communities as we progress through the coming months. 

At a time when we’re all being asked to live in ways that are considerate of others, it’s good to have a 

community magazine to remind us that we’re each part of a wider community. Living with an awareness of 

our responsibility to each other has always been necessary for human communities to thrive. 

In the teachings of Jesus this becomes more than just a practical necessity; it is at the heart of what it 

means to live in reflection of God. To love God and love others as ourselves is to experience true life. It is 

to be living as Christ himself lived, who loved us and gave himself for us. Through his life, death, and 

resurrection Jesus has brought salvation to the world. As we live by faith in him perhaps we too can bring 

hope to others and make our community a place of blessing for all. 

Rev. Matt Cottington 

The Stable Community Cafe 

Things have been going well at The Stable Cafe. It’s great to see people from the community meeting for 

tea & coffee, as well as those who do such a fantastic job volunteering. We also have frequent visits from 

people outside the local area and it’s a real privilege to represent this wonderful community to them. Did 

you know we also have regular displays of artwork, photography, crafts etc from local artists, most of 

which is also available to buy? Come in and have a look! 

We would like to say a big thank you to the children of Fivehead Baptist Church who recently decorated 

the outside seating area with some beautiful potted plants – they look lovely. 

The Stable is now open on Saturday mornings (10am - 1pm) as well as Thursdays and Fridays (10am – 

4:30pm). Going forward we hope to be able to open on Wednesday afternoons as well. The Post Office 

continues to join us in the back room on Thursday afternoons for all your Post Office needs. 

We look forward to seeing you soon. 

 

Rev. Matthew Cottington. 
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Where local people recommend  

good quality and  trustworthy businesses 

 
Get your job done right, first time. 

Avoid cowboys and rogue traders 

Not online? 

Call Nick: 01823 218222 

For your free printed guide 

 

Fivehead Drama Group 

The Drama Group has recommenced their monthly get togethers on the last Tuesday of each month. 

In the absence of the pub we meet at The Village Hall and are planning to have a traditional Village 

Pantomime early next year; watch this space. 

We welcome new members so if you are 8 to 80 and want to be involved at any level, acting, singing, 

playing a musical instrument or just helping backstage come along and meet the crew. 

Contact  Kevin or Harry details on Page - 3.      

Short Mat Bowls 
The Short Mat Bowls club hope to recommence activities on Monday 2nd August at 7.30pm. 

Why not come along and find out what fun it can be, no equipment required just flat shoes or carpet   

slippers. Two hours of pleasant company and exercise with a bonus cup of tea or coffee with a biscuit at 

half time. 

To continue to function as a group we need new members as it is uneconomic to continue with the limited 

numbers we have at present. 

If you are interested contact Heather 01460 281995 or email h.gorton74@gmail.com 

Or just turn up on a Monday at 7.30pm. 
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‘your local wine merchant’ 

 

Vine Wine is based in Fivehead and is run and owned by Paddy 
Magill, who has over 30 years in the trade. They have wines from 

all corners of the world and for everyone’s budgets. They can 
supply free glass loan for parties and weddings etc and will 

supply all wines on a sale or return basis. 

 

To find out more, please call Paddy on 07768 795 904 or e-mail 
him on 

paddy.magill@vine-wine.co.uk  

To see their full list of wines go to www.vine-wine.co.uk 

 

 

Baptist Church 

Contact Lunches 

For those living alone a 

chance to get out and 

meet others 

Third Thursday each 

month in the Baptist 

Church Hall 

2 course lunch £3 

To book contact 

KAREN 

01460 258942 

Or 

karenburn79@gmail.com 

 

The Sausage Shed 

Award winning      

Sausages & Bacon 

Are now available 

At your 

Local Shop 

At Fivehead Service 

Station 

Sue Atwell 

mailto:paddy.magill@vine-wine.co.uk
http://www.vine-wine.co.uk
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Curry Mallet Village Stores &Post Office 
 

Visit your local, friendly, convenience store and Post Office. 
The shop and Post Office are open Monday to Saturday with a half day on 

Wednesdays and Saturdays. 

We try to stock a bit of everything. 

We have bread, milk, newspapers, greetings cards, a selection of wines and beers, 

and have freshly baked pastries every day. There is a seating area where you can 

enjoy hot or cold drinks and a piece of cake. 

The Post Office offers a multitude of services including free cash withdrawals and 

banking. 

 
Telephone No: 01823 480236 

Email: currymalletstores@gmail.com 

 

 

Sue Atwell Soft Furnishings 

Countryside Giftware 

Village Shop 

Bespoke Curtains, Blinds, Cushions 

Wide Range of Quality Fabrics 

Giftware for all occasions 

Milk, Bread, Groceries, Fruit & Vegetables 

Cheese, Cream, Eggs 

Open 8.30 am – 5.00 pm.   Monday – Friday 

8.30 am – 1.00 pm – Saturday 

At Fivehead Service Station 

 

 

Fivehead Short Mat 

Bowls 

Restarting on            

Monday 2nd. August 

7.30 pm. 

Come along allcomers welcome 

new members needed 

Contact 

Heather 

01460 281995 

 

The Village Shop 

Fresh Bread, rolls 

Pastries and other 

bakery items 

To order 3 days a 

week 

From 

Bakery Roy-Al 

Martock 

mailto:currymalletstores@gmail.com
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Fivehead Drama Group 

 
Informal get together 

 

Last Tuesday 

Of The  

Month 

 

7.30pm 

at 

Village Hall 

 

All welcome 

Crown Fivehead GS 

Charity Golf Day 

Friday 13th. August 

At 

Long Sutton GC 

Teams of 4 

£40 per head 

Good prizes 

& 

Meal 

Have you any 

favourite recipes that 

you would like to 

share? 

 

If you do please send 

them to the 

Editor 

harryprice183@btinternet.com 

                  ASHGATE, Upper Fivehead, 

Taunton, TA3 6PT 

                    Tel:  01460 281528  Mobile:  

07450337400 

 

  

Boarding Kennel and Grooming 

Salon  

and now   

Dog Grooming Training Academy 

Model dogs sometimes needed for students 
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Fivehead Playing Field News 
Friday August 13

th
 from 5pm 

That’s when The Crown at Fivehead Community Pub Ltd. will be holding a “Pop-up Pub” and meet the team 

fundraising event on the Playing Field for everyone to enjoy.  See posters (coming soon) for details, and save 

the date! 

Football at Fivehead 

The two teams that have been playing at Fivehead have moved to Taunton under new management, so will 

not continue here in the new 2021/22 season. However, we have been approached by another club and will be 

following that up. 

Christmas Bingo Saturday December 4
th

 

Hopefully there will be some element of normality in time for the festive season. With fingers crossed, we have 

booked the Village Hall for Saturday December 4
th
 for our ever popular Christmas Bingo event, another save 

the date!  

Volunteers to help manage the Playing Field Please 

Lorraine and Adrian Purchase have resigned from our committee after years of valuable service for which we 

are most grateful. We therefore need even more help to secure our future. Please see the “Village Volunteers” 

page of the Parish website for more details of how you can join us. 

Frank Doggett, 

Chairperson 

 
Barry Hollman                                         m.07590 199183 

e.info@logicheatingandcooling.co.uk 

OIL – LPG – Natural Gas 
Local heating engineer (Fivehead) with 30 years experience in the Gas Industry 

 

•    Boiler servicing 

•    Breakdown & repair 

•    Boiler replacement / heating upgrades 

•    Heating system clean 

•    Thermal imaging technology 

•    Landlord’s Safety Checks 

www.logicheatingandcooling.co.uk 

St Martin’s 

Bellringers 

 

Every Tuesday 7.15pm. 

At the Church 

 

 Contact Details 

 

linda.elphick160@btinternet.com 

 

Curry Rivel Church of England 

Primary School 

 

Pupils supporting the national football 

team in the recent Euro Finals 

mailto:e.info@logicheatingandcooling.co.uk


 

21 

Food & Drink 
Chicken with sauteed Apple slices 

Ingredients 

 
 

Method 

Fry the chicken breasts gently in the oil until they are golden on both sides. Add the shallots and cook for another  

2-3 minutes. 

Season generously and pour on the cider vinegar. Allow that to bubble almost dry then add the apple juice. Turn 

the heat to low, add the tarragon, cover the pan and allow to simmer for 20 minutes until the chicken breasts are 

cooked through. 

Meanwhile core the apples (don’t peel them) and divide into 12 sections per apple. 

In a separate pan, heat the butter until it foams, add the apples and over a medium heat turn until they are golden 

but not breaking up. 

To serve, transfer the chicken pieces to a serving dish. Blend the arrowroot and water then stir into the sauce. Stir 

over a medium heat for about 2 minutes until the sauce thickens and clears. Pour the sauce over or around the 

chicken. 

Mashed potatoes and courgettes go well with this dish. 

Serves 4 

4 Chicken Breasts 1 Tbsp. Fresh Tarragon or 1 tsp dried 

1 Tbsp. Cooking Oil (not olive) 2 eating apples 

100g (4oz) Shallots very finely chopped 50g (2 oz) butter 

Salt & freshly ground black pepper 2 tsp arrowroot 

1 Tbsp Cider Vinegar 1 – 2 Tbsp water 

250ml (8fl oz )Freshly pressed apple juice   

 
 

Wine Pairing for this month’s recipe. Wine selection by Paddy Magill  Vine Wine 

 

The sun is out so the wine for this month has to be a Rose 

 

Les Oliviers Rose, Vin  de Pays d’Oc- France @ £7.50 a bottle 
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                 Relax and Stretch                          

                        PILATES  
           Fivehead Village Hall 

Every Tuesday at 6.30-7.30pm and Thursday at 10.00-

11.00am  

Come a long and en joy an hour of                              

P i lates exercise and relaxation.  

            Stretch your body and relax your mind.  

Cal l  Sar ah  for  more detai l s  and to  book your 

p lace on:  ( H ) 0 145 8 2 595 25 (M)  07 796  28 8 5 96     

  

  

  
Andy Graham 

Heating Engineer 

Gas Safe (LPG & Natural Gas) & OFTEC registered 

(boilers & AGAs) 

 

Friendly. Local. Reliable. 

Boiler installations, servicing & repairs.  

General plumbing. 

 

07812 044703  andy@grahamheating.co.uk 

Ilminster Chiropractic  

& Wellbeing 

 

Registered Practitioners in Chiropractic, 
Sports Massage & Foot Health Care 

 

Health & Beauty Therapy 

Including Hot Stone Massage, Facials, Manicures, Pedi-
cures, Shellac Gel Nails& Waxing 

Tel: 01460 54552 

www.ilminsterwellbeing.co.uk 

 Bawden Cleaning Services Ltd 
 Window Cleaning Inside & Out 
 Gutters, Fascias, Soffits, Downpipes 
 Conservatories  Roofs 
 Carpet Cleaning 
 Patio cleaning 

Tel: 01823 690154  Mobile 07590 636079 
Email kevin@bawdencleaning.co.uk 

Bawden Cleaning.com 
Cleaning windows in Fivehead over 30 years 
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G. J. BAILEY 

ELECTRICIAN 

 

New builds, re-wires, extensions, garages, kitchen/bathroom re-furbs,  

Fault Finding, Test and Inspection 

 

COMPETITIVELY PRICED 

 

PLEASE PHONE FOR A FRIENDLY, HELPFUL CHAT 

EXPERIENCED IN ALL ELECTRICAL WORK 

 

Tel: 01460 781899; 07971 558874 Email:gbailey522@btinternet.com 

 

City & Guilds Qualified: 

2360 (electrical installation theory) Pt 1 2360 (installation, commissioning and fault diagnosis) Pt 2 

2381 (16th edition regs) 2391 (inspection, testing and certification of electrical installations) 

 KEV’S CLEANING SERVICES LTD 
Friendly team of reliable and trustworthy window cleaners 

Window cleaning inside and out 

We also empty, unblock and clean guttering, 

Fascias, soffits, downpipes, conservatories and roofs. 

We can fix leaking guttering. Regular and one off cleans! 

 

 (01823) 272260 - mobile  07885 451628 - email kevsclean-

ing@btinternet.com   

www.kevscleaningservices.co.uk 

GUARANTEED   a professional and satisfactory job! 

 Would you like to advertise 

Your business in this 

Magazine 

Contact the Editor 

01460 281573 

Or 

 

harryprice183@btinternet.com 

Rates for year (6 Issues) 

Small Advert £27.50 

Medium Advert £55.00 

Half Page £110.00 

Julian’s Handyman Services 
A friendly, professional and reliable service helping keep your 
home just the way you want it. No job too small. Please call to 
discuss your requirements. 

A wide variety of experience including: 
 Small scale building projects 
 Household fittings and repairs 
 Kitchen and bathroom improvements 
 Painting and decorating 
 Garden maintenance 
 Garden machinery servicing 

Contact Julian on: 

Phone   01460 281272 or 07932 074712 

Email   julian.cramp@btinternet.com 

http://www.kevscleaningservices.co.uk/
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Diary of Events 

Day/Date/Time   Description Where 

Friday 13th August  11.00am  Charity Golf Day Long Sutton GC 

Friday 13th August 5.00pm  SoC Pop up Pub Event Playing Field 

Thursday 19th August 12.30 

pm 
 Contact Lunch Baptist Church 

Sunday 26th September 

6.00pm 
 Harvest Evensong 

St. Catherine’s 

Swell 

Wednesday 22nd September  NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  

Mondays @ 7.30pm Weekly Short Mat Bowls Village Hall 

Tuesdays @ 7.15pm Weekly Bellringing St Martin’s 

Wednesdays @ 4.45pm Weekly Dragonflys Dance Group Village Hall 

Usually 1st Monday 7.30 pm Monthly Parish Council Meeting Village Hall 

 
 Quest Cars Ltd 

Welcome to Quest Cars Ltd - , specialising in airport transfers  from 

Taunton Yeovil, Ilminster, Wellington or Bridgwater or the    

Exeter area of  Devon to 

Heathrow, Gatwick, Stanstead , Bristol, Exeter, Luton,  

Southampton or Dover 

We are a family run business with a small fleet of quality  

Vehicles including E-Class Mercedes 

Contact details 

Tel: 01823 400706 / Mobile 07971523416 

Email: info@questcars.co.uk 

http://www.questcars.co.uk/contact-us/ 

Fivehead Social Media 

Web: www.fivehead-village.org.uk 

Facebook: FiveheadVillage 

Twitter: FiveheadVillage 

Contact: fiveheadpc@gmail.com 

Pip Brett 01460 281115 

Crown Fivehead Golf Society 
The Society has had 3 successful outings to date before our next day which will be our Charity Golf 

Day on Friday 13th. August  Long Sutton GC.                                                    Results so far: 

28th May, Tall Pines GC. 1st. T.Haddon 32 Pts, 2nd M.Head 32 Pts LD. P.Lock, NP2 M.Poole.   

18th June. Honiton GC. Geoff Bray Trophy. 1st B.Durrant 17Pts, 2nd  G.Smith 15 Pts 

Paul Rowe Trophy. 1st L.White 18 Pts 2nd P.Dibble 17 Pts  NP P.Dibble LD P.Lock                     

NP2 G.Smith. 

9th July, Dainton Park GC. 1st P Dibble 37 Pts 2nd P.Lock 37 Pts NP M.Poole LD D.Baker 

Anybody wishing to take part in the Charity Golf Day contact: Gary Smith 01460 281555 


