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Useful Information 
 

                                                                                               

EMERGENCY AND HELP SERVICES 
  

Emergency No. (All Services) 999  

Non-Emergency  Police No. 101  

Non-Emergency Medical No. 111  

Samaritans 116 123  

Age Concern 0800 00 99 66 www.ageuk.org.uk  

Citizens’ Advice Bureau 0345 404 0506  

Somerset Choices—local care and services to 

help you choose the right care and support.  
If you would like someone to 
help you use Somerset Choic-
es, please contact Somerset 
You Can Do on 01278 664180  

www.somersetchoices.org.uk 

email: 
help@somersetchoices.org.uk  

MEDICAL   

Langport Surgery 01458 250464 www.langportsurgery.co.uk 

North Curry Health Centre 01823 490505 www.northcurryhealthcentre.co.uk 

Musgrove Park Hospital 01823 333444 www.tsft.nhs.uk 

Yeovil District Hospital 01935 475122 www.yeovilhospital.co.uk 

SOMERSET COUNTY COUNCIL  www.somerset.gov.uk 

County Councillor— Clare Aparicio-Paul 07879 313117 email: capaul@somerset.gov.uk 

Highways and Travel  www.travelsomerset.gov.uk 

Rights of Way-Volunteer & Trails Officer 01823 358250 
www.roam.somerset.gov.uk/roam/
map 

Somerset Waste Partnership 01823 625700 www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/ 

SOUTH SOMERSET DISTRICT COUNCIL 01935 462462 www.southsomerset.gov.uk 

District Councillor- Sue Steele 01460 281345 
Sue.Steele@southsomerset.gov. 

uk 

LOCAL FACILITIES/GROUPS   

Baptist Church 01458 259370 www.fiveheadbaptist.co.uk/ 

Cricket Club—Mick Brett 01460 281115 email: mfbrett@hotmail.co.uk 

Drama Group—Kevin Stevens  

                          Harry Price 

01460 281395 

01460 281573 harryprice183@btinternet.com 

Fellowship Group — Chris Jackson 01460 282957 crjackson@tiscali.co.uk 

Gardening Club — Pip Brett 01460 281115 email: pipbrett@me.com 

Golf Society— Richard Hadfield 01460 281904 email: rkhadfield@btinternet.com 

Parish Paths Liaison Officer —             
Jacquie Mahoney 

07714 695854 
email:  
jacquiemahoney14@gmail.com 

Playing Fields— Frank Doggett 01460 281549  

Post Office— Curry Mallett 01823 480236  

Short Mat Bowls— Heather Gorton 01460 281995 email: h.gorton74@gmail.com 

St. Catherine’s & Martin’s Churches — Revd 
Scott Patterson 

01458 251375 scott.petterson@btinternet.com 

Village Hall— Richard Hadfield 01460 281904 email: rkhadfield@btinternet.com 
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Parish Councillors 

 

Parish Clerk 

 

 

E-Mail contacts for the Parish Clerk and all Councillors – fiveheadpc@gmail.com 

 

Kate Beacham 

(Chair) 
6 Ganges Close 01460 281414 

 

Laura Howard 

(Vice Chair) 
The Old Manse 01460282911 

 

Ken Male Tanyard Farm 01460 281233 

 

Nina Cameron 18 Ganges Close 01460 281358 

 

Philippa Brett The Old Bakery B & B 01460 281115 

 

Jack Westworth 3 Angel Row 01460 281071 

 

Robert (Rob) Wynn Meldon 01460 281288 

 

Jill Wardle Spindlewood 01460 281902 

Parish Councillor of the Month - Spotlight on: Kate Beacham 

Kate has lived in Fivehead for over 30 years. She retired from the Civil Service in 2008. Kate 

was born in County Durham and previously worked for Durham County Council and the NHS, 

then joined the staff at the Dept of Employment, Taunton when she moved to Fivehead in 

1981. Kate married her husband Leslie in 1974. Her interests include travelling, reading, 

cooking and doing crossword puzzles as well as playing skittles for the local pub team. Kate 

has served on the Parish Council since 2007, becoming Chair in 2016. 

Responsibilities:  

Parish Council (Chair);  Community Plan Working Group;  Staffing Panel. 
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Parish Council 

Welcome to this trial edition of the newsletter. In the Community Plan feedback, you told us how 

much you liked the newsletter and you suggested some changes too. So, please tell us what you 

think about this edition: what do you like/dislike and what ideas do you have for other content/

improvements. Use the enclosed feedback form or reply online. 

As always, the Parish Council is indebted to Harry Price, our Editor, and Andrew Barrett, our 

Webmaster, for their continuing support. They are always keen to hear about village news, 

groups and events to include on the website or in the newsletter. If you, would like to offer your 

services as part of the team writing for the newsletter, please let us know on the feedback form. 

County Council funding for Speed Indicator Devices is being cut so your Council is looking at 

other options. Concerns continue about HGV and other large vehicles speeding through the 

village, attempting to use inappropriate lanes, and recently damaging the church wall. Highways 

advise that evidence of incidents is required before any action can be considered - if you have 

concerns, please let a Councillor/Clerk know in confidence. For those on foot and horseback, 

resolving issues with local footpaths and the bunds (earth embankments) on the floodplain is 

another priority for the Council, the Area Warden and the Environment Agency. 

There has been no news at the time of writing on the possible Glendale development. The good 

news is that the Pound has been recognised as an undesignated Heritage Asset - this will be 

important in the consideration of any future planning application in the vicinity. 

The Council has replied to the SSDC Consultation on the Review of the South Somerset Local 

Plan noting that an issue for our small rural community with limited services is how to respond 

effectively to a stated need (in the Community Plan survey) for more smaller / lower-cost housing 

as starter homes and for those wishing to down-size. 

As previously reported, our War Memorial will be renovated this Spring partially funded by the 

War Memorials Trust. Unfortunately, preventative/protection costs are not covered by the grant. 

The Council are taking professional advice on the advantage of removing the large conifer(s) 

nearby in the churchyard to prevent further damage to War Memorial, walls and road surface.   

A Precept increase of 3% (equivalent to £1.62pa increase on a Band D charge) has been agreed 

for 2018/19. The budget included a reduction in funding from Central Government; the usual 

grants to the Village Hall and the Playing Fields; and recognition of potential costs to safeguard 

existing Parish assets and to fulfil requirements identified by parishioners in the Community Plan 

survey. To minimise the impact on parishioners, budget funding will be met using a balance of 

the small Precept increase and use of Reserves (plus grant funding wherever possible). 

Did You Know 

If you regularly look after someone in a caring capacity, the Somerset Carers Service 

(Commissioned by the County Council) can support you with advice and guidance. Caring for 

another person is very rewarding, but can be overwhelming and lonely at times. Somerset Carers 

Service can help link you with groups and events in your area, and to find facts and information 

that will help the person you are caring for with their particular needs. Contact: Carers Advice 

Line: 0800 316 8600 or text ‘Carer’ to: 78070 or go to: www.somersetcarers.org  

 

Parish Council Clerk – Jill Wardle  Tel: 01460 281902  E-mail fiveheadpc@gmail.com 

mailto:fiveheadpc@gmail.com
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Short Mat Bowls 
 

Urgent: New members required. Due to recent retirement and potential movement out 

of the village we urgently need new members  to fill the gaps and make the evening viable. 

Come out and enjoy a healthy fun filled evening to blow away the gloom of winter. Equipment is 

available, all you need are flat soled shoes or carpet slippers. Tea & biscuits and occasionally 

cake during the interval. Monday evenings 7.30.pm at the Village Hall                                                                                                    

 
First session free and only £2 per session thereafter, any age welcome. 

For further details contact  
Heather 01460281995. 

Village Hall Management Committee 

The View from the Village Hall 

The committee hope you are entering 2018 in a positive 

frame of mind, looking forward to the coming year, ready to 

join in with the activities available on our doorstep, many of 

which of course take place in our lovely village hall. 

The AGM returned the three serving officers in their posts 

and a new member, Mrs Melanie Rose, was welcomed to 

the committee. Kevin Stevens will be returning to the Chair following his sabbatical during which Rob 

Leighton has ably led the team. 

The next fund raising event, organised by the Hall Committee, is on Friday 23rd of March. It will be 

the Spring Quiz, complete with sausage supper, bring your own drink. Table bookings are available 

via Richard Hadfield on 01460 281904 and are for teams of six. Please let Richard know if you would 

like a table, and how many will be in your team. We look forward to seeing you there. 

We very much want to hold Open Gardens again this year after a break of a couple of years. We are 

looking for volunteers to open their gardens. This needs to be coordinated as soon as possible so the 

event can be advertised widely. At this moment we are asking WHEN and WHO so that as many of 

you as possible can have the event at the best time for your garden. We will go with the preferred 

month / date of the majority so PLEASE, PLEASE, even if you are only 

considering whether you can participate, contact Margaret on 281341, 

Kevin Stevens, Richard Hadfield, Rob Leighton or any committee member 

or email skerrym151@gmail.com. We also plan to have cream teas 

available at the hall. Previously this has been a very popular event and we 

very much hope to make it so again. 

A decision has been taken not to proceed with installing Wi-Fi at the Village 

Hall at this time as the cost is prohibitive. A 4G connection is available at 

the hall so use can be made of that for individuals. This year we hope to 

redecorate the hall and refurbish the floor, so our planned fund raising is 

already partially earmarked. 

It is hoped that most of you discovered December's “News from the Village Hall” which appeared only 

on the Village Website and noticeboard. In that article opinions were sought on the overhauled 

heating system. As no complaints have been received, the committee is delighted to assume all are 

happy. 

mailto:skerrym151@gmail.com
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                 Relax and Stretch                          

                        PILATES based Exercise Class 
Fivehead Village Hall 

Every Tuesday at 6.30-7.30pm and Thursday 

at 10.00-11.00am  

Come a long and en joy an hour of                              

gent le exerc ise  and re laxation.  

            Stretch your body and relax your mind.  

Cal l  Sar ah  for  more detai l s  and to  book your 

p lace on:  ( H ) 0 145 8 2 595 25 (M)  07 996  28 8 5 66     

 

100 Club Winners

 

December Winners January Winners 

No.35 L&B Thompson £100.00 No.80 A.Leyburn £50.00 

No. 5 M.Davey £25.00 No.49 R&A Twiney £25.00 

No. 101 R.Guthrie £10.00 No. 40 R.Eavis £10.00 

No. 93 D.Cameron £10.00 No. 16 A.Josolyne £10.00 

Ilminster Chiropractic 

& Wellbeing 

Registered Practitioners in Chiropractic, Osteopathy & Foot 

Health Care 

Health & Beauty Therapy  

Including Facials,  

Manicures, Pedicures, Gellux Gel Nails & Waxing 

Tel: 01460 54552 

www.ilminsterwellbeing.co.uk  

Fivehead Playing Field News 
Easter Bingo – Saturday 17

th
 March 

Always a popular event, this year our Easter Bingo is on 17th March at the Village Hall, doors 
open 7.30pm, eyes down 8pm.   This is a fun occasion with a chicken and egg theme with 
excellent prizes.  There is a licensed bar, with a big selection of drinks at reasonable prices, and 
we are expecting another full house to make this a great night out.  Talking of which, we had a 
terrific turn out for our Christmas Bingo which raised more than £800 to put towards our safety 
surfacing project.  Thanks everyone for your support.  

Trees Come Down 

Storm Eleanor at the New Year brought down a dead elm tree on the playing fields. It has been 
sawn up and removed, together with three or four others, which could well have been the next 
gale’s victims.  

Cricket in the Village 

As reported in the last newsletter, Mick Brett is looking to get cricket back into the village and 
wants to hear from everyone who would like to become involved.  He has had some good 
response already, so if you are interested and haven’t yet been in touch have a word with Mick at 
the Old Bakery on 281115.  

Summer Fete 14
th
 July 

Plans are already well in hand preparing for this year’s Summer Fete on Saturday 14
th
 July, so 

make a note of the date and we will look forward to a glorious sunny day with loads of attractions 
to keep us entertained. 

Stop Press 

We have been lucky enough to have been awarded a substantial grant of £6000 from the 
National Lottery Awards for All for our ‘Come and Play at Fivehead’ project to refurbish the 
flooring in our play area. This together with our grant from Tesco means work will be starting 
soon. 

http://www.ilminster
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Do you use the 
Library? 
A public consultation by the 

County Council will run from 29th. 

Jan– 22nd. April 2018. Nine area 

proposals have been produced 

showing options on how to 

deliver library services in 

individual communities going 

forward. Check it out at  

www.somerset.gov.uk/

librariesconsultation  and 

complete the questionnaire. 

  

Fivehead Fellowship and Leisure Club 
The Christmas Fair in the village hall was a very successful event for  the club. Our  tombola stall 

was well supported and we received some very useful fund to help maintain the running of the 

club. I would like to thank all those who contributed prizes to our stall and supported us on the day. 

Our Christmas lunch in December was well attended with over thirty people sitting down to a 4 

course meal. I would like to thank everyone from the caterers and committee members who 

organised and helped to make this an enjoyable time 

The January meeting was our AGM . Most of the committee was re-elected, the exception being 

Jackie Smith who has stood down as she will be moving soon to be near her family. We wish her 

all the best for the future and thank her for all her efforts for the club in the past. 

The February meeting will be in the village hall on Tuesday 6
th
 February and will be a talk entitled 

Itchybald Scratchett by children’s author Sue Medcalf. 

The March meeting on Tuesday 6
th
 March is also in the village hall and will be a talk entitled Two 

Steps Behind about endangered wildlife by Dawn Lawrence. 

Anyone who would like to join the club will be more than welcome to come. We are a very friendly 

group that enjoy as well as the talks, lunches and outings a nice cup of tea, biscuits and a good 

chat after the meetings. The annual subscription is only £7 while the tea and biscuits are 50p. 

Visitors are also welcomed to attend with a charge of £1 per meeting. If anyone would like to join 

the committee or know more about what being on the committee involves would they please speak 

to me. 

If you have any enquiries regarding the club please ring me on (01460) 282957 

Chris Jackson, Chairman 
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The Stable at Fivehead Baptist Church 

A warm welcome awaits you in The 

Stable at the bottom of Butcher’s 

Hill. Excellent coffee (of all kinds), 

Tea and a variety of drinks. Home-

made cakes and scones as well as 

tea cakes and other sweet treats. 

We have a book swap, an ever-

changing display of local art and a 

selection of Fair Trade Goods from 

around the world.   Do come and 

see us.. 

Opening Times 

 

Wednesday 2.00pm—5.00pm 

Thursday 10.00am - 5.00pm 

Friday 10.00am—5.00pm 

Saturday 10.00am—1.00pm 

Thursday nights—7.30pm—9.00pm 

(Youth Café for anyone aged 11-19) 

 

Would you like to advertise here? 

 

Contact the Editor Harry Price for 

rates and availability  at  

harryprice183@btinternet.com 

Charity Theatre Trips  

to Bristol Hippodrome – February News 

Benidorm comes to Bristol in November – be good to have some Spanish sunshine then. 

Payments due in February for:  Take That: The Band (April 18
th
), Miss Saigon (31

st
 May). 

It is not too late to book for Wicked (15
th
/20

th
 Feb), Brendan Cole (11

th
 Mar), Cilla (14

th
 Mar), and 

Bourne’s Cinderella (22
nd

 Mar), though this depends on availability at Bristol. 

Prices for previously advertised trips have increased by £2 to £4 as our coach company 

discovered they had not put up their hire charge since 2007. I knew that! 

We pick up in Curry Rivel, Langport, Somerton, then Street, Wells or Keinton Mandeville, 

Shepton Mallet. 

  

For complete listing (if not printed below) and booking form: www.theatretrips.webeden.co.uk , 

or e-mail coxtheatretrips@btinternet.com, or phone 01458 273085. 

Fivehead Drama Group 
Aladdin has packed away his magic lamp and returned to China, we would like to thank all those 

people who supported us and came to see this year’s pantomime, we hope you enjoyed the 

experience. We also thank those who help behind the scenes to ensure everything went 

smoothly and this year to the Guides who organised the raffle. 

Our next production will probably be a “one night only Summer Revue” which will be advertised 

when we conclude the arrangements. If you would like to join the group in any capacity we meet 

on the last Tuesday of the month at the Crown Inn at 8.00pm. 

http://www.theatretrips.webeden.co.uk
mailto:coxtheatretrips@btinternet.com
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UNITED BENEFICE OF CURRY RIVEL,  
FIVEHEAD AND SWELL 

 

St Martin’s Fivehead 

  
  
Churchwardens 

Meg Tyler      Tel: 01460 281574 

Ellen Balmer Tel: 01460 281578 

  
 
 
 

Rector: 
Revd. Scott Patterson 
Tel:  01458 251375 

  
Reader: 

Margaret Smith 
Tel:  01460 281555 

  

  

 

St Catherine’s Swell 

  

  
 

Churchwarden 
  
Anna Rees   Tel: 01458 253067 

Rector’s Reasoning                                     Christians are hypocrites... 

It’s been a while since ‘Scott’s Spot’ gave way to a ‘Rector’s Reasonings’ where I attempt to 

challenge some of the often repeated reasons for the rejection of God, faith and Christianity. These 

I’ve called ‘brittle shields’ because they are used like a shield to hide behind, but when explored are 

far less robust than they seem.  I wouldn’t want to be a Christian. They’re such hypocrites’. Perhaps 

you have heard or used these words yourself. We have all heard the accusation. But are all 

Christians hypocrites and, if so, does it actually mean that Christianity is false?  Well if this dictionary 

definition of a hypocrite is correct – a pretence of having a virtuous character, moral or religious 

beliefs or principles, etc. that one does not really possess – then the truth is ‘yes’, many who claim to 

be Christians are hypocrites. Sadly there have been, still are, and will be, those who pretend to be 

something they’re not, and great harm has been done by evil people using a facade of Christianity to 

further their own agendas. But someone calling themselves a Christian doesn’t mean anything in 

itself – anymore than someone calling themselves Clark Kent has super-powers! Jesus was very 

clear in Matthew’s gospel chapter 7 verse 16 that true Christians will be recognised by the fruit of their 

lives. So to paraphrase the film Forest Gump: ‘Christian is as Christian does’.  .The thing is though, 

even committed and fruitful Christians, like everyone else in the world, will be guilty of being less than 

perfect. So we can’t just try to claim that everyone guilty of hypocrisy isn’t a genuine Christian. 

Christians believe in a God who hates sin and yet we still go on filling our lives with stuff that doesn’t 

put God first, we still lose our temper, and we still have attitudes that are less than godly. The list 

goes on. But there is a distinction to be made. We need to remember that Jesus himself criticised 

hypocrites – robustly (e.g. Matthew 23 verses 13-29). So if you have found yourself hating hypocrisy 

in Christians, then it may surprise you to learn that you were standing very much in the same camp 

as Jesus. A Christian writer called Graham March wrote this: ‘Hypocrisy is not falling short of a 

standard. Hypocrisy is covering up that you say one thing and do another. The opposite of hypocrisy 

is not perfection, but authenticity. The authentic Christian is one who is open to God’s 

transformation. But all Christians are a work in progress.’ The truth is some Christians are indeed 

hypocrites, and all of us are flawed and imperfect. But hypocrisy isn’t a knock-down argument against 

the truth of Christianity. To this accusation, my response is this: while Christians (even vicars) will 

disappoint, Jesus never will. As ever, the truth or otherwise of Christianity doesn’t depend on the 

behaviour of Christians (although you’d be quite right to expect to see a difference); rather, 

Christianity stands or falls on whether God raised Jesus from the dead on that first Easter morning. 

With every blessing to you and those you love, 

   Revd. Scott Patterson.  
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THERE ARE CELEBRATIONS OF HOLY COMMUNION (BCP) AT 10.30 am EVERY  

THURSDAY IN THE OLD SCHOOLROOM BEHIND CURRY RIVEL CHURCH. 

BCP = Book of Common Prayer, CW = Common Worship, UB = United Benefice, URC = United Reformed Church   

 

FEBRUARY     

  4th. Second Sunday before Lent  
   10.00am All Age Family Service  Fivehead 

 11.00am Short Holy Communion (CW)                                              Fivehead 

 6.00pm Evening Prayer (CW)  Curry Rivel 

11th. Sunday Before Lent  

 9.30am Holy Communion (BCP)                                                         Swell 

 11.00am Holy Communion (CW) + Sunday Club   Curry Rivel 

  6.00pm Evening Prayer (CW)   Fivehead 

14th. Ash Wednesday  

 7.00pm United Benefice Holy Communion  Curry Rivel 

18th. First Sunday in Lent  

 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) Curry Rivel 

 9.30am Morning Prayer (CW) Fivehead 

 10.00am All Age Family Worship Curry Rivel 

 11.15am Short Holy Communion (CW)                                             Curry Rivel 

19th. 3.30pm Messy Church Curry Rivel School 

21st. 12.00-2.00pm Lent Lunch Red Post House Fivehead 

25th. Second Sunday of Lent  

 9.15am Holy Communion (CW)  + Sunday Club Curry Rivel 

 11.00am Holy Communion (CW) Fivehead 

MARCH  
 

 

4th. Third  Sunday in Lent  

 10.00am All Age Family Service Fivehead 

 11.00am Short Holy Communion (CW)                                             Fivehead 

 6.00pm Evening Prayer (CW) Curry Rivel 

10th. 7.00pm ‘Pig,Wig.Swig & Jig’ Fivehead Village Hall 

11th. Mothering Sunday  

 9.30am Holy Communion (BCP) Swell 

 11.00am  All Age Family Service followed by Coffee                        Curry Rivel 

18th. Fifth Sunday of Lent  

 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) Curry Rivel 

 9.30am Morning Prayer (CW) Fivehead 

 10.00am All Age Family Worship                                                      Curry Rivel 

 11.15am Short Holy Communion (CW) Curry Rivel 

19th 3.30pm Messy Church Curry Rivel School 

25th Palm Sunday  

 10.00am United Benefice Family Communion (CW)                         Curry Rivel 

26th Monday of Holy Week  

 7.00pm Night Prayer Swell 
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MARCH 
 

    

27th. Tuesday of Holy Week  

 7.00pm Night Prayer Fivehead 

28th. Wednesday of Holy Week  

 7.00pm Night Prayer Curry Rivel 

29th. Maundy Thursday  

 10.30am Holy Communion (BCP) Curry Rivel Old 
School Room 

 7.00pm The Last Supper Joint Service at St. Andrews with URC Fivehead 

30th. Good Friday  

 10.00am All Age Family Service Fivehead 

 2.00-3.00pm I hour at the Cross Curry Rivel 

 6.00pm Service of Compline Swell 

APRIL   

1st. Easter Day  

 8.00am Easter Communion (BCP) Swell 

 9.30am Family Easter Communion (CW) Fivehead 

 11.00am Family Easter Communion  Curry Rivel 

 

Fivehead History 
Driver Ernest Adams, Army Service Corps 

Ernest had already had a career in the Army prior to the outbreak of War in 1914; he was in the 

3
rd

 Battalion, Somerset Light Infantry and transferred to the Devonshire Regiment in 1893. He 

served in the Punjab in 1897/98 and the Boer War, South Africa 1899. 

By 1911 Ernest lived in Swell with his wife, Hannah and their 4-year-old son Bertie, he was then 

a carter on a farm. Ernest joined the Army Service Corps (Horse Transport) and was posted to 

the 3
rd

 Base Depot Salonika, Greece. It’s not known when he joined, but his Army number (T2/

SR/03929) confirms he was in the first wave of recruits at the start of the War at the age of 39. 

On 19
th
 August 1917 he was admitted to hospital in Greece, suffering with malaria. He returned 

to his unit just 10 days later. Malaria was endemic in Salonika, in fact the logo of the Salonika 

Campaign Society is a mosquito. The men also suffered from dysentery and the campaign 

followed the pattern of earlier wars where there were more losses to sickness and disease than 

to enemy action, unlike the Western Front. 

Ernest died on 5
th
 January 1918 at the 63

rd
 General Hospital, Salonika. There are no details of 

the circumstances of his death, but it is likely to have been due to illness, rather than enemy 

action. 

Ernest was one of eight children, his eldest sister Sarah had married John Miller of Fivehead; 

their eldest son Henry, Ernest’s nephew, also appears on our Memorial, having been killed in 

1914 at the start of the War. 
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Baptist Church 
 

 

 

 

 

Letter from The Manse 

Having moved last year from the vibrant “Café Culture” of Bristol, we are delighted that Fivehead 

has an attractive Community Café with equally good quality 

coffee and cakes, yet a lot cheaper. Where else can you get a 

“proper” cappuccino for just £1.75, made from Fairtrade beans? 

The Stable Community café was opened by the Baptist Church 

about five and a half years ago using funds released by the sale 

of the former Isle Abbotts Baptist Chapel. It now opens every 

week from Wednesday afternoon until Saturday lunchtime and 

is completely staffed by volunteers from the community, 

including both churches. On Thursday evenings the café is 

open as a drop-in for young people aged 11-19. We always 

have local artwork exhibited and a book swap, plus small gifts 

and cards available. We even sell Stable vouchers if stuck for present ideas! 

As a facility for the community we have never aimed to create profit, other than to replace and 

maintain the equipment and cafe. However, we have gradually accumulated a surplus which will 

be given away: 50% to a local project which we are discussing with the parish council and 50% to 

a project in a developing country. As soon as there is more detail available we will let the village 

know. Any tips are donated to various charitable causes, most 

recently including a £200 donation to the local Guides for their 

Sri Lanka trip. 

Another facility we provide for the community is Stepping 

Stones, our baby and toddler with parents or carers group. Run 

every Monday from 10.00 to 11.30am during term time, we 

have messy play, singing, bubbles, instruments, Bible story and 

snack. There’s plenty of fun and time for a chat. For more 

information please just come along or call Debs on 07799 423 

884. 

Jesus said, “the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 

serve” (Mark 10:44) As his church, we also want to be available to serve our community. Please 

get in touch if there is any way we can help. 

Rev Laurie Burn              Tel. 01460 281033 

laurie@fiveheadbaptist.co.uk 

www.fiveheadbaptist.co.uk  

mailto:laurie@fiveheadbaptist.co.uk
http://www.fiveheadbaptist.co.uk
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 Folk and Accoustic Music Nights 
at the Crown Inn, Fivehead 

Following the success of our first music evening in November, we will be trialling Folk & Acoustic 

Music Nights at The Crown Inn on the third Saturday of each month, from February to June. 

Starting at 7.30pm in the skittle alley, the first part of the evening will be open to “floorsingers” – 

ie anyone who turns up to sing or play will get a chance to perform (depending on numbers!) 

At 8.30pm Jacqui will be providing a bar supper for the interval. To pre-order supper contact 

01460 281919 or thecrown_inn@btconnect.com 

In the second half a couple of invited local guest artists will perform for about 30-40 minutes 

each. There will be no charge for entry, but a donation bowl may be passed round for the guest 

performers. 

Saturday 17
th

 February 

The Farey Family – Jonathan & Maria Farey and their 4 

daughters from the Blackdown Hills perform traditional folk, 

country and gospel songs and some original compositions in 

fabulous harmonies. 

Laurie & Karen Burn – contemporary and traditional folk songs, 

plus guitar ragtime instrumentals 

Supper: Curry - £6 

 

Saturday 17
th

 March 

St Patrick’s Day Irish music with Westwind, who are Tim O’Dowd (Irish pipes, flute and whistles), 

Thomas Gold (fiddle), Alan Miller (guitar and English pipes), Laurie Phillips (mandolin, bouzouki 

and vocals) 

 

Supper:  

Irish stew - £6 

 

For more information 

contact  

Laurie Burn  

laurieguitars 

@gmail.com   

01460 281033 

 

mailto:thecrown_inn@btconnect.com
mailto:laurieguitars@gmail.com
mailto:laurieguitars@gmail.com
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View from the Saddle. 
In the results of the Community Plan Survey traffic was highlighted as a concern it impacts on many 

of us in many ways but just for a moment I would like to talk about horses and ponies on the road. A 

contentious issue for some maybe!  I have lived and ridden horses  around Curry Rivel and Fivehead 

for the best part of 40yrs and the traffic has changed, increasing in size and speed. I ride on local 

roads and narrow, winding country roads. I would love to ride on bridle paths but unfortunately we are 

not blessed with more than one in the area, of any length. Because the surface is clay it tends to be 

harder than tarmac in the Summer months and a shoe sucking bog in the Winter. Not ideal, but 

grateful for any off road riding.  

The British Horse Society recently ran a campaign to reduce deaths on the road from road traffic 

accidents involving horses. The slogan was ‘Dead or Dead Slow? Your Choice' horses are 

unpredictable and the advice is to slow down to 15mph, pass at least a cars width away, be patient, 

don't sound your horn or rev your engine and drive slowly away. Any impact with a horse is likely to 

result in the death of the horse/pony, injury to rider and the car driver plus damage to the vehicle. I 

would like to think that all the horse riders in the area are polite enough to thank other road users.  

From the saddle a rider can often see things a car driver can't which may alter how a rider reacts to a 

car. There always seems to be something at the other side of a hedge to frighten a horse, coinciding 

with a car coming. There may be a verge but if a rider doesn't move onto it there maybe something 

like broken glass, bottles or rabbit holes, so it might be that trotting on to a wider bit is better/safer. 

Sometimes it is not possible to raise a hand to thank a considerate driver because both hands may 

be needed on the reins but I always try to at least nod my head in acknowledgement of effort.  

Bicycles have changed a lot. They no longer seem to have bells, wicker baskets on the front or glide 

slowly. Colourful, lycra clad, flying fit individuals zoom along, sometimes in packs. I think it is the 

silence that frightens horses and they can kick out or spook, which can unseat a rider. It would be 

great if a bike rider could call out if coming up behind and be prepared to slow if approaching a horse 

rider and pass with as much space as possible. Tractors have been on steroids, grown to the size of 

small counties on the move. The horse I have now was supposed to be bombproof but sadly, not so 

with tractors. I have put in time with a local farmer who has been brilliant, trying to get her used to 

them but she is still a work in 

progress. So my grateful 

thanks to all the tractor 

drivers who have been so 

patient with my frightened 

pony. I hope things will 

improve. 

 It is great to see other 

people about enjoying our 

glorious countryside, safely. 

Even in the cold and wet it is 

good for the heart and mind.  

Winston Churchill once said 

‘the best thing for the inside 

of a man, is the outside of a 

horse' .... usually 
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Gardening Club News 
I’m fairly new to this gardening lark and it’s fair to say my fingers are only just starting to turn a 

very pale shade of green. You will not fail to notice if you walk around Fivehead and Swell that 

we are blessed with some very beautiful gardens and what better way to get a good nose around 

them and to get some expert advice by starting a gardening 

club? 

We’ve been going for about 6 months now, and I’m pleased to 

report that almost 20 people have joined ranging in experience 

from the novice (me!) to a published gardening author. Our 

meetings are noisy affairs with all sorts of information being 

swapped and interesting discussions on how to deal with our 

peculiar clay soil which apparently differs from the top of the hill 

to the bottom! 

We have joined the Somerset Federation of Gardening Clubs 

which gives us access to speakers from all over Somerset on 

topics ranging from soil health to planting tropical gardens – yes! 

In Somerset!! Our plans for the future include visits to gardens 

elsewhere (East Lambrook 17
th
 Feb, open to non-members), 

Open Gardens in the Parish in aid of the Village Hall (date to be 

confirmed) and we shall be redesigning Langford Corner, 

opposite the Church - take a look at the draft plan on the reverse 

of the feedback sheet.   

If you would like to join us, please contact.  

Pip Brett                   

pipbrett@me.com 

01460 281115 

 

Gardening 
Tips 

 

February 

 

• Prep vegetable seed 

beds 

• Net fruit and vegeta-

ble crops 

• Prune winter flower-

ing shrubs 

• Divide bulbs such as 

snowdrops 

• Prune hardy ever-

greens 

• Cut back deciduous 

grasses; remove 

dead grass from ever-

green grasses 
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Food and Drink 

The Editors Selection 

Pasta with Creamy Ham Sauce 

Ingredients for Four 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

300 grams 

8 slices 

75 grams 

1 tsp 

25 grams 

150 ml 

2 tbsp. 

1 tbsp. 

50 grams 

  

Uncooked pasta (of your choice) 

Parma ham (or Prosciutto or Serrano ham) 

 Chestnut Mushrooms, thinly sliced 

Finely chopped shallot 

Butter 

Double Cream  

Crème fraiche 

Finely chopped sage 

Freshly Grated Parmesan  Cheese 

Freshly ground Black pepper to season 

The Crown Inn 
    Email: thecrown_inn@btconnect.com 

Web: www.thecrowninn.2day.ws 
 

Hi all, 
 
Firstly, we hope that you all had a fantastic festive season and are looking forward to 2018 
with great anticipation. 
 
On a sad note to start the New Year, due to diminishing demand and reluctance of our 
suppliers to deliver such small quantities, our ability to supply fresh bread, milk, eggs and 
cheese is coming to an end. I have managed to agree a supply to the end of February and 
then who knows?? 
 
On a cheery note: 
 
Announcements:  
 
Saturday February 17th and Saturday March 17th we are once again hosting a folk night. 
(See Laurie’s article for details.) 
 
Six Nations Rugby We will be showing some of the matches. Pop in for details 
 
We look forward to your continue support in the coming year. 
 
Steve & Jacqui Chastell                 01460 281919 

Method      Melt the butter in a saucepan, add the shallot and cook gently to take a little colour, 

add the mushrooms and cook briskly for a couple of minutes. Away from the heat, stir in the 

cream, crème fraiche and sage. Cook gently over a medium heat for a couple of minutes. 

Place the ham on a double thickness of kitchen towel and microwave for two minutes or until 

crisp. 

Meanwhile cook the pasta, 

drain and return to the pan 

with a couple of 

tablespoons of the cooking 

water. Season with freshly 

ground black pepper. 

Crumble in the cooked 

ham, add the mushroom 

sauce and Parmesan and 

mix well to coat. 

Serve with Garlic bread 

and a fresh green salad if 

desired 

To accompany this select a 

robust Chianti or Rioja 

wine. 

 

mailto:thecrown_inn@btconnect.com
http://www.thecrowninn.2day.ws
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Andy Graham 

Heating Engineer 

Gas Safe (LPG & Natural Gas) & OFTEC registered 

(boilers & AGAs) 

 

Friendly. Local. Reliable. 

Boiler installations, servicing & repairs.  

General plumbing. 

 

07812 044703  andy@grahamheating.co.uk 

Sue Atwell  

Soft Furnishings 

Now at Fivehead Service Station 

Handmade Curtains & Blinds 

Box Cushions, Conservatory cushions recov-

ered - Fabric 

I now sell Venetian, vertical, roller, and wooden 

slat venetian blinds. 

Tel:  07930  278600 

 WCI Ltd Est. 1983               

Sewage Treatment Solutions 

Tanks & Soakaways, Sewage Treatment Plants, Reed bed & EA 

Permits, Rectification & Servicing, Home Buyer/ Vendor Sur-

veys Ring today for your free site visit & quotation  

01984 623404 www.wci.co.uk 

Family Run, Reliable, Fully insured 

http://www.wci.co.uk
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G. J. BAILEY 

ELECTRICIAN 

 

New builds, re-wires, extensions, garages, kitchen/bathroom re-furbs,  

Fault Finding, Test and Inspection 

 

COMPETIITIVELY PRICED 

 

PLEASE PHONE FOR A FRIENDLY, HELPFUL CHAT 

EXPERIENCED IN ALL ELECTRICAL WORK 

 

Tel: 01460 781899; 07971 558874 Email:gbailey527@btinternet.com 

 

City & Guilds Qualified: 

2360 (electrical installation theory) Pt 1 2360 (installation, commissioning and fault diagnosis) Pt 2 

2381 (16th edition regs) 2391 (inspection, testing and certification of electrical installations) 

Fun and friendly exercise classes 

 Tues 9.30am – Flexercise; tone, stretch and 

move to music. £4 

Fri 10am – Zumba Gold; latin dance work-out 

for all ages. £4.50 

Fri 11.15am – Fitsteps; ballroom/latin 'Strictly' 

dancing. £4.50 

All classes are at Ridgway Hall, Stacey's 

Court, Langport. Call Charlotte on 07764 

301304 or just come along 

KEV’S CLEANING SERVICES LTD 
Friendly team of reliable and trustworthy window cleaners 

Window cleaning inside and out 

We also empty, unblock and clean guttering, 

Fascias, soffits, downpipes, conservatories and roofs. 

We can fix leaking guttering. Regular and one off cleans! 

 

 (01823) 272260 - mobile  07885 451628 - email kevsclean-

ing@btinternet.com   

www.kevscleaningservices.co.uk 

GUARANTEED   a professional and satisfactory job! 

  

Cambridge Weight 

Plan 

 

 Would you like one to one 
help and support to lose 
weight? 
 
Cambridge Weight Plan is a 
tried and tested weight loss 
programme and there's a 
consultant in your area!  
 
Call Charlotte on 07764 
301304 and start your 
weight loss journey today. 

 

 

This space is reserved 

for your advert!  

Contact the Editor: 

Harry Price at 

harryprice183@btintern

et.com for details. 

http://www.kevscleaningservices.co.uk/
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DIARY OF EVENTS 
Details of all events of which the Editor is aware are available on the Village Website 

Day/Date/Time   Description Where 

Sat 10th. Mar 7.00 pm   Pig, Wig, Swig & Jig Village Hall 

Sat17th. Feb 7.30 pm 
Sat 17th. Mar 7.30 pm 

  Folk & Acoustic night  Crown Inn 

Sat 17th. Mar 7.30 pm  Easter Bingo 
 
Village Hall 

Fri 23rd. Mar7.30 pm  Spring Quiz Village Hall 

Friday 23rd. March   Newsletter Deadline   

Monday 10am-11am 

(Term Time) 
Weekly Stepping Stones Pre-school children & carers Baptist Church 

Mondays @ 7.30pm Weekly Short Mat Bowls Village Hall 

Tuesdays @ 6.30pm 

Thursday’s @ 10.00am 
Weekly Pilates Village Hall 

Wednesdays @ 

4.45pm 
Weekly Dragonfly’s Village Hall 

Wednesday @ 8.30pm Weekly Quiz Crown Inn 

Thursdays @ 7.00pm Weekly Bridge Club Village Hall 

Fridays @ 9.30am Weekly Painting Class Village Hall 

Fridays @ 7.30pm Weekly Ladies Badminton Village Hall 

1st. Monday @ 
7.30pm 

Monthly Parish Council Meeting Village Hall 

 Mobile Library 
 

Now visits Fivehead on Thursday—

every four weeks 

 

Dates: 15
th

.February & 15
th

. March 

 

St. Martins Close 1.00.pm. -1.20.pm 

 

Fivehead Social Media 

 

Web: www.fivehead-village.org.uk 

Facebook: FiveheadVillage 

Twitter: FiveheadVillage 

Contact: webmaster@fivehead-

village.org.uk 

Andrew Barrett 01460 281520 


