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MINUTES OF MEETING OF FIVEHEAD PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 2 September 2019 at 2000 at The Village Hall, Stowey Road Fivehead       

         
 Present: Mrs K Beacham (Chair); Mrs L Howard; Mrs N Cameron; Mr R Wynn; Mrs P Brett;  

Mr J Westworth. District Councillor M Cavill. Mrs J Wardle (Clerk/RFO). 
3008 County Councillor's Report – previously circulated. 
3009 District Councillor's Report – no report. 
3010 Public participation – nine members of the Public attended for some or all the meeting. Given 

the level of interest in a planning application, the Chair extended the Public session to enable 
views to be expressed and questions answered. 
a) The Agent for the planning application on Cathanger Lane briefed the meeting before taking 
questions. The applicants also attended. Questions and concerns about the application were 
raised by Members and two members of the Public. See Min 3018. 
b) Two parishioners briefed on their work with Transition Langport on ways to promote 
sustainable living (http://www.transitionlangport.org.uk/). They were thanked for their contribution 
and were asked if they would be involved in developing an Environmental Strategy for the parish 
– see Min 3015. They left the meeting at this point. 

3011      Apologies for absence – Mr K Male; County Councillor C Aparicio-Paul 
3012 Approval of the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting 

a) The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council, previously circulated, held on 5 Aug 19 
were approved. Proposed LH and seconded NC. Carried unan. 

3013 Declarations of Interest – nil. 
3014 Dispensations – nil. 
3015 Matters Arising from the Minutes (5 Aug 19) and Raised by Members 

a) Glendale development, the Pound and Butchers Hill 
(i) Pound restoration – the selected contractor W&S Builders has supplied a Public Liability 
Certificate for £2M in the name Curtis Scadden (one of the partners). Awaiting confirmation of 
works date. 
(ii) Glendale development - amended plans have been drafted. The three dwellings will be in 
the same position as approved, but with minor changes to room layout, windows, roof 
arrangement and materials. The site is currently extremely overgrown and so a limited 
clearance of a pathway around the site is to be undertaken in the next few weeks to enable 
access for all specialists involved. The S73 application (to vary the permission) will be 
submitted within the next few weeks and will be considered by the Council at a meeting open to 
the Public.  
(iii) Action (medium-term): PB to investigate getting the Pound listed. PB reported that an 
investigation is in hand. 
(iv) Clerk has written to Matravers to request that drivers respect speed limits and be aware of 
pedestrians and other road users particularly in the village centre where the road is narrow and 
there are an increasing number of parked cars which obscure visibility and width.  
(v) Road markings and signage on Butchers Hill – Clerk has written to Highways to request that 
the 'Road Narrows' sign be positioned a few feet up the Hill as this will increase the time drivers 
have to react and therefore stop in time before the narrow bridge. There is an ongoing problem 
with vehicles parking in the lay-by blocking the access to driveways. The lay-by at this location 
is part of the highway and not private land; therefore, vehicles obstructing driveways are 
committing offences of unnecessary obstruction.  
(vi) A request at the Public Session (5 Aug 19) for speed indicator devices as discussed. It was 
agreed (majority of 4 to 1) to assess the impact of improved road markings and signage (see 
above) before committing to the purchase/rent of any devices.  
b) Langford Corner:  
(i) New location for litter bin – awaiting SSDC visit. 
(ii) Action (medium-term): Clerk to investigate formal procedure for Voluntary First Registration 
of Langford Corner. Awaiting legal advice. 
(iii) Availability of Spring bulbs – parishioner has kindly donated Spring bulbs. MC will also ask 
SSDC about availability. 
c) Additional dog waste bin – awaiting SSDC visit. 
d) Swell signage – there has been no response to the newsletter request for feedback so no 
further action will be taken at this time. 
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e) 2019 Christmas Tree and Event (8 Dec 19) – KB reported that a meeting has been held with 
interested parties and that arrangements are in hand for a combined bellringing, church 
service, and Christmas lights event with refreshments. JWe kindly agreed to assist with the 
erection of the Christmas Tree in the churchyard. Next meeting planned for October. 
f) Historic Rights of Way review – no progress. 
g) Telephone kiosk restoration – nothing to report. 
h) Website upgrade – two quotes are ready for evaluation after one company withdrew from the 
competition. PB, RW and the Clerk will conduct the evaluation taking technical advice from the 
Webmaster – their recommendation will made to the next Council meeting. 
i) Fivehead Arable Fields Nature Reserve (Somerset Wildlife Trust) guided walk – awaiting 
SWT to confirm a date in May/June 2020. 
j) Neighbourhood Watch (NHW) – nothing to report. No Cold Calling Zone – signs posted 
around village but still no advice from the Police. 
k) 75th VE Day celebrations (8-10 May 2020) – PB reported that ten volunteers are planning the 
weekend’s events. A costed proposal will be prepared for Member’s approval. 
l) Damaged pavement at St Martins Close – Clerk has written twice to the school bus operator, 
Redwoods, to request that care is taken when reversing; no response received. 
m) Action (medium-term): Clerk to take advice on the process, costs and benefits of 
establishing ownership of Village Green. Awaiting legal advice. 
n) Ideas for application for SCC Health/Wellness funding – Clerk briefed on a proposal for 
improving information about the village and its Parish Paths. Members agreed that this should 
be progressed including the submission of a grant application to SCC and a call for local artistic 
support in the next newsletter. Action: Clerk and PB to prepare grant application and newsletter 
copy. 
o) Following the ideas outlined in the Public session and the detailed reports from the recent 
Trees for Somerset seminar attended by the Tree Warden (B Knox), it was agreed to establish 
a Working Group to develop an Environment Strategy for the parish. Action: Clerk to prepare 
newsletter copy calling for volunteers for Environment Strategy Working Group. 
p) Village forum using ‘Nextdoor’ website – PB briefed on an online system called 'Nextdoor' 
which has been designed for small communities to communicate in a controlled fashion. It can 
be used to share photos, adverts, emergency messages, or just a general chat amongst local 
members. It was agreed to seek views on the use of this in the Dec 19 newsletter. 
q) A request for a grant from the Village Hall Management Committee (VHMC) to cover the cost 
of replacing internal lights in the Main Hall was considered. The VHMC had three quotes and 
accepted the one from a contractor reported to have a detailed knowledge of the hall’s 
electrical systems. Resolution: to grant £1186.46 from Reserves to the Village Hall 
Management Committee for replacement of the Main Hall internal lights. Proposed NC 
and seconded JWe. Carried unan (RW and LH abstained as VH Trustees). The grant will be 
made after the VHMC confirms satisfactory completion of the work and payment of the invoice. 
Noting that the grant is being made from Reserves, not the Precepted Budget, Members 
agreed that no further grants would be made to the VHMC this FY19/20. They also requested 
that the VHMC ensure that they have a costed Business Plan and Sinking Fund in place before 
applying for a FY20/21 grant from the Council. They noted that such documentation is also a 
key requirement in most external grant applications. 
r) Council stall at 2020 Village Fete – it was agreed to continue with the successful Bottle Stall. 

3016 Correspondence Received (details emailed) 
a) SCC invitation from the Chair of Council to his annual Civic Service (28 Sep 19) – declined. 
b) SSDC invitation to Area North Annual Town & Parish Meeting (24 Oct 19) – declined. 

3017 Reports 
a) Playing Field – successful annual inspection completed. 
b) Village Hall - rate for PC meeting room increased 50p/hour wef Sep 19. 
c) No reports from SALC, Cemetery, Highways or Rights of Way. 
d) Environment: multiple verbal complaints about thick acrid smoke for several hours from a 
bonfire on Ganges Hill (20 Aug 19).  
e) Police report available at https://www.police.uk. Also reports of phone theft from car on 
driveway, and scrap metal from driveways. 
f) Asset/Maintenance Check Report: nil. Report book with JWe. 

3018 Planning - see http://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/planningsearch/ for details 
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a) Application No 19/01965/FUL Erection of a rural worker/Travelling Showpeople's dwelling, 
stables, storage building, winter turnout area; and construction of access and closing up of 
existing access. Land OS 0048, Cathanger Lane, Fivehead. Members voted to support the 
application by 3 votes in favour and 2 votes against. They recorded concerns regarding the 
safety of the access onto the narrow lane and the potential increase in the number of large 
vehicles in this rural setting. They also requested that any permission granted be conditioned 
and worded to ensure that the dwelling could only be occupied by eligible persons who fulfil the 
special and essential need claimed by the applicants (ie for a dwelling to be occupied only by 
an essential rural worker or a bona fide travelling showperson).  
Five members of the Public left the meeting. 
b) Application No 19/02222/P3MPA Prior approval for proposed change of use of agricultural 
barn to a flexible use B1. New House Farm, Stowey Road, Fivehead. Noted. 
c) Application No 19/01067/FUL approved STC. Erection of detached bungalow. 16 Millers 
Orchard, Fivehead. Noted that drainage condition was imposed however, as the field access 
did not form part of the application site (not within the red or blue line), no condition could be 
imposed regarding the field access.  Because of this, the application was referred to Ward 
Member who was content with the explanation given and agreed the decision could be issued 
under delegated powers.   
d) Application No 19/01512/FUL approved STC. Change of use of land to equestrian and the 
erection of a stable block within the existing paddock to the west of Cathanger Barns. Noted. 
e) Application No 19/02301/TPO Application to carry out tree works to Walnut tree at Tudor 
Cottage, Fivehead. Noted. 

3019 Finance 
The financial position of the Council was received. Two bank reconciliations were signed off by 
the Chairman.  

 a) Payments authorised during the previous month: 
 (i) Fivehead VH 

(ii) Fivehead VH 
(iii) Hamar Fencing 

Meeting room (Jun) (not minuted previously) 
Meeting room (Jul) 
Fence post on Village Green 

£15 
£16 
£50 

 b) Payments authorised: 
 (i) J Wardle 

(ii) J Wardle 
(iii) HMRC 

Clerk/RFO Salary  
Homeworking allowance 
Clerk/RFO PAYE  

£269.40 
£18 
£67.20 

 c) Income received during previous months: 
 (i) NatWest 

(ii) Tollgate P Ltd 
(iii) HMRC 
(iv) P&J Scott 
(v) A Graham 
(vi) P Fouracre 
(v) S Atwell 

Interest (July) 
Donation from Glendale seller 
VAT refund 
Newsletter advert 
Newsletter advert 
Newsletter advert 
Newsletter advert 

£5.89 
£4500 
£927.69 
£55 
£27.50 
£27.50 
£27.50 

3020 Matters of Report, Questions and Items for the Next Meeting 
a) Chairman: Site surveys have been conducted by the owner of the land and entrances to the 

field between Ganges Hill and Butchers Hill. 
b) Clerk: 
(i) Mid-year review of budget 
(ii) Internal review of controls (2 of 4) 
(iii) Confirm meeting dates for FY 20/21 
c) Councillors: PB expressed concerns about the lack of new volunteers to help run parish 

organisations and events most of which have depended on the same people for many 
years. It was agreed that a call for volunteers should appear in the next newsletter. 
Members were also encouraged to use personal contacts to get new volunteers. 

 Date of Next Meeting 
Monday 7 October 2019 at 1930 -The Village Hall, Stowey Road 

 
The meeting closed at 2143                       
 
Chairman………………………..            Dated…………………... 


