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MINUTES OF MEETING OF FIVEHEAD PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 16 April 2018 at 2000 at The Village Hall, Stowey Road Fivehead       

         
 Present: Mrs K Beacham (Chair); Mrs L Howard; Mr J Westworth; Mr R Wynn;  

Mrs N Cameron; Mrs P Brett. 

 Public participation  
One member of the public attended. 

 County Councillor's Report – nil. 

 District Councillor's Report – nil. 

2792      Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from County Councillor C Aparicio-Paul; Mrs J Wardle (Clerk/RFO). 

2793 Approval of the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting 
a) The minutes of the Parish Council meeting, previously circulated, held on 5 Mar 18 were 
approved. Proposed RW and seconded JWe. Carried unan. 

2794 Declarations of Interest – nil. 

2795 Dispensations – nil. 

2796 
 
 

Matters Arising from the Minutes (5 Mar 18) and Raised by Members 
a) Community safety and traffic control: 
(i) The results from a Speed Indicator Device (SID) on the A378 at Ganges Hill junction in early 
Mar 18 show the median speed was 36mph cf speed limit of 30mph. 15% of vehicles were 
travelling above 44mph. The intervention limit (36mph) at this location is the speed at which 
there is deemed to be a speeding issue. Noted. 
(ii) The options and potential costs following the cessation of the SID Scheme were discussed. 
It was agreed not to invest in SID equipment/training and that Community Speed Watch (CSW) 
may be more effective as offenders get a letter from the Police. Hourly SID raw data is 
available to plan CSW and target bad periods of the day. Action: KB to publish further details of 
CSW in next newsletter and at APM in an attempt to recruit volunteers. 
(iii) Action outstanding (deferred awaiting advice): Clerk and Chair to contact local businesses 
about HGVs and postcodes/Satnav usage. 
(iv) There have been 5 volunteers so far to support a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme (NHWS). 
Action: KB to publish further details of NHWS in next newsletter and at APM in an attempt to 
recruit more volunteers. 
b) A letter has been sent to the owner of a hedge requesting that the width of the hedge be 
reduced to remove the highway obstruction.  
c) Five quotes for the removal of conifer in churchyard (with £10M Public Liability cover) were 
considered. Resolution: subject to the approval of a Faculty for the removal of the 
conifer and stump grinding in St Martin’s Churchyard, the quote submitted by Woodland 
& Garden was accepted. Proposed JWe and seconded PB. Carried unan. 
d) PB reported that grants are available for the restoration of St Catherine's Well. However, a 
possible donation may cover costs (see next item). 
e) A potential donation for a new project (ie not maintenance costs) to the Parish budget was 
discussed. Following the results of the Community Plan survey, the purchase of a defibrillator 
is a possibility. The restoration of St Catherine’s Well is another option. Action: PB to organise 
village survey to assess level of support for purchase and operation of a defibrillator.  
f) Online banking is available to the Clerk and nominated Members. Resolution: to amend the 
Financial Regulations and to approve a Schedule of Payments form to enable financial 
control whilst using online banking. Proposed NC and seconded JWe. Carried unan.  
g) Langford Corner refurbishment – a small group of volunteers cleared part of the area with 
excellent support from A Troutt and his machinery. Members recorded their thanks to Mr Troutt 
and everyone involved. Given the poor condition of the root-infested soil, next steps will be 
discussed at the May meeting of the Garden Club.  
h) The Annual Parish Meeting will be held at 2000 on Tues 1 May 2018. Smith & Evans (local 
wine producers) will give a short introductory talk. The formal meeting will follow. Refreshments 
will be served. Action: Clerk to buy APM refreshments up to previously agreed limit of £100. 
i) Village Fete (14 Jul 18) -  arrangements to be confirmed at next meeting. 
j) Footpath strimming arrangements – the PPLO has advised which paths need strimming and 
how often. Action: Clerk to obtain quote from SSDC Ranger Service for strimming services. 
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k) The arrangements for the War Memorial renovation and rededication event (26 May 18) 
were agreed. Resolution: to provide refreshments up to a cost of £150 (under s145) for 
the War Memorial rededication event which is open to parishioners. Proposed RW and 
seconded LH. Carried unan. Action: Clerk to include agenda item at next meeting for additional 
repair to the War Memorial step. 
l) An email has been sent to the First bus company to complain about No 54 service reduction. 
m) With ref to Min 2786, FVHMC have confirmed that grant payments from the Parish Council 
have over the last four years exceeded the interest paid to the Charity Bank and that this will be 
the case until the loan expires in Sep 2021.  
The following assignment of underspend to projects was agreed by Members: 

Financial Year Underspend Project   Cost 
14/15   £42.48  Repairs to Windows  £500  
15/16   £383.64 Replace Chairs  £400 
16/17   £759.26 Resurfacing Car Park  £3484 
17/18   £1776.93 Remodelling Heating System £1376 

Replacement of Wooden  
Boards in Car Park  £570 

It was also agreed that the previously-approved grant for FY18/19 of £3000 will be assigned in 
part to the loan interest with the underspend (£1796.49) contributing to the cost of redecorating 
and deep cleaning the hall. The Village Hall accounts have been amended to reflect the above 
and a copy of the latest accounts will be forwarded as soon as they are finalised. 
n) Parish newsletter –  a small increase in printing costs and a potential increase in advertising 
income were noted. Members thanked the two churches for prompt payment of a printing 
contribution. Thanks were also given to the Editor H Price with support from A Barrett, K 
Beacham, J Wardle and contributors for their success in continually improving the content and 
format of the newsletter. 
o) Emergency Plan – PB will discuss requirements with O Howard. 

2797 Correspondence Received 
a) Possible purchase by parishioners of Smartwheelie bin stickers has been advertised in the 
Apr 18 newsletter – noted. 
b) The SCC libraries consultation period has been extended to 13 Jun 2018 – noted. 
c) Consultation on Somerset Strategic Housing Framework 2018-2022 until 30 April 18 – noted.  
d) Resolution: Clerk to attend SSDC training on General Data Protection Regulation 
(GDPR) at a cost of £25. Proposed LH and seconded JWe. Carried unan. 
e) SSDC have confirmed that FY18/19 Cemetery Rate Bill is zero – noted. 
f) The Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities Practitioner’s Guide for 2018/19 
has been provided by SALC. Details are little changed from the March 2017 guide and as such 
it can be used for 2017/18 – noted. 
g) SSDC consultation on the open spaces/parks in South Somerset is available at: 
https://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/environment/streetscene-services/horticultural-
services/open-spaces-survey/ with deadline of 30 Apr 2018. Noted and on posted on website. 
h) The SCC consultation on A378 Langport and Top Road Revocation and 30mph Speed Limit 
Order 2018 was discussed at length. The following points were agreed to be sent to SCC: 
(i) it is believed there was little or no public consultation prior to the change from a 40mph limit 
to a 30mph limit for the entirety of the length of the A378 running through Fivehead Village.  
(ii) Members have always been shocked at the level of non-compliance with the 30mph speed 
limit on this stretch of road from the regular SID results they see. In most cases there is an over 
80% offending rate. 
(iii) this is a long stretch of road to have such a speed limit in place and the level of non-
compliance is clear indication that most motorists do not agree with it either. Unfortunately, the 
SID analysis cannot show the numbers of accidents or near misses due to frustrated motorists 
overtaking compliant vehicles on this stretch of road. These extremely dangerous manoeuvres 
are witnessed by Councillors every few days, and, anecdotally, many parishioners do also. 
(iv) Members propose that the 30mph speed limit be altered to start just before the entrance to 
White Cottage, to the West of Ganges Hill, and remain where it starts to the East of the 
entrance to Butchers Hill. They propose the limit change from 30mph to 40mph from the current 
start of the 30mph, West of Ganges Hill and introduce a new section of 40mph from the lay-by 
opposite RSPB Swell Wood to the East of the Village.  

https://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/environment/streetscene-services/horticultural-services/open-spaces-survey/
https://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/environment/streetscene-services/horticultural-services/open-spaces-survey/
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(v) Members appreciate that there are many dwellings with entrances that would be in the 
40mph zone, but with such a level of non-compliance causing frustrated drivers to dangerously 
overtake, they would argue that this is more of a danger. The recent abolition of the Speed 
Enforcement activity and the lack of police resources to enforce any limit means this speed limit 
will have to be self-governing, which clearly is not happening now. 
(vi) Members look forward to a full public consultation and debate on this matter. 
Action: Clerk to represent Members’ view on A378 consultation to SCC. 

2798 Reports 
a) Playing Field; Village Hall; SALC; Cemetery; Environment; Rights of Way – nil reports. 
b) Highways - blocked drain at bottom of Butchers Hill reported; complaints regarding the state 
of the road leading down to Smiths Farm from the A378 made. 
c) Police report available at https://www.police.uk - 2 crimes reported in Feb 18. 
d) Asset/Maintenance Check Report: nil. Report book to KB. 

2799 Planning - see http://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/planningsearch/ for details 
a) Approval STC of Application No 18/00316/FUL Demolition of existing garage and the 
erection of single and two storey extensions to side and rear of dwelling-house. 21 Orchard 
Rise, Fivehead – noted. 
b) Cessation by SSDC of supply of paper copies of planning decisions; and future review of 
supply of paper copies of planning applications to reduce paper usage and costs – noted. 
c) Application No 18/00788/FUL Erection of domestic outbuilding to provide garaging with 
storage above. Cathanger Cottage, Fivehead – no objections. 

2800 Assets, Reserves, Risk and Insurance 
a) Resolution: to approve the Asset Listing correct to 31 Mar 18. Proposed PB and 
seconded NC. Carried unan. 
b) Resolution: to approve the Reserve Listing correct to 31 Mar 18. Proposed JWe and 
seconded RW. Carried unan. 
c) Resolution: to approve the Risk Management Report (inc Insurance cover) correct to 
31 Mar 18. Proposed LH and seconded JWe. Carried unan. 

2801 Annual Review of Effectiveness of the System of Internal Control 
a) Resolution: to approve the Statement of Internal Control correct to 31 Mar 18. 
Proposed JWe and seconded RW. Carried unan. Signed by the Chairman. Signature by RFO 
to follow. 

2802 5. FY17/18 Annual Accounts and Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 
6. a) Resolution: to approve the Annual Accounts for FY17/18. Proposed PB and seconded 

JWe. Carried unan. Signed by the Chairman. Signature by RFO to follow. 
b) The exemption (from limited assurance review) criteria are met if the smaller authority can 
declare that it has:  
• total gross income and total gross expenditure below £25k; and 
• no public interest report/statutory recommendation/advisory notice/judicial review/application 
to court re unlawful item of account issued by its external auditor in the prior year; and 
• been in existence since before 1/4/14.  
Fivehead meets these exemption criteria so can agree to complete the Exemption Certificate.  
Resolution: to complete Certificate of Exemption (from limited assurance review of 
FY17/18). Proposed NC and seconded PB. Carried unan. Signed by the Chairman. Signature 
by RFO to follow. 
c) The Internal Auditor's report and the AGAR for FY18/17 Sections 1 and 2 will be reviewed 
and approved at the Jun 18 meeting – noted. 

2803 Finance 
The financial position of the Council was received. A final statement was scrutinised: total 
overspend against budget is £288 compared with excess income of £1588. It was noted that 
the overspends (laptop and software, printer/scanner and website costs) were all previously 
approved and have been partially compensated by the Transparency Code grant. Two bank 
reconciliations were signed off by the Chairman. 

 a) Payments authorised during the previous month: 

 Nil   

 b) Payments authorised: 

https://www.police.uk/
http://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/planningsearch/
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 (i) J Wardle 
(ii) J Wardle 
(iii) HMRC 
(iv) R B-G Stone Ltd 
(v) Parish Magazine Printing 

Clerk/RFO Salary (Mar) 
Homeworking allowance (Mar) 
Clerk/RFO PAYE (Mar) 
War Memorial renovation 
Newsletter print (Apr) 

£242.57 
£18 
£60.40 
£1600 (£1200 from WMT) 
£243.58 

 c) Income received during previous months: 

 (i) NatWest 
(ii) NatWest 
(iii) Baptist Church Stable 
(iv) Sarah Minty 
(v) St Martin’s Church 
(vi) Woodlouse 
(vii) Baptist Church 
(viii) Vine Wines 

Interest (Feb) 
Interest (Mar) 
Newsletter advert  
Newsletter advert 
Newsletter pages 
Newsletter advert 
Newsletter page 
Newsletter advert 

£0.96 
£0.98 
£25 
£25 
£120 
£25 
£60 
£25 

2804 Matters of Report, Questions and Items for the Next Meeting 
a) Chairman – nil. 
b) Clerk 
(i) Clerk annual review and remuneration 
c) Councillors – nil. 

 Date of Next Meetings 
Tuesday 1 May 2018 at 2000 - Annual Parish Meeting - The Village Hall, Stowey Road 
Monday 14 May 2018 at 2000 – Annual Meeting of the Parish Council -The Village Hall, 
Stowey Road 

 
The meeting closed at 2205. 
 
 
 
Chairman………………………..            Dated…………………... 


